
“You are not guilty 
because you are 

ignorant but you are 
guilty when you resign 

yourselves to 
ignorance."

Guiseppe Mazzini 
(1805-1872)
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which could cause instant incurable 
blindness are being manufactured 
and could soon proliferate through 
the world’s trouble spots’*.

this year. Such a weapon could easily 
be copied for production elsewhere’’.

and hire as he pleases the part-time 
workers, and no holiday pay or 
redundancy, no insurance and no 
minimum rate of pay. And for the 
full-time workers: if the bosses have 
got to pay insurance and holiday pay, 
make ’em work more than 48 hours a 
week and employ fewer workers, 
which means less of the silly frills like 
holiday pay, sick pay and National 
Insurance.
There was old Bill-the-Neanderthal- 

man explaining that if Britain was to 
survive we must be able to compete 
with the developing Far East and this 
means wages must also compete.
This will prove somewhat difficult, 

we imagine, since the wages in some 
of these countries are about $2 a day 
- not £2 and not per hour!

No possible free market capitalist 
solution exists so long as there is 

(continued on page 2)

We are constantly, and rightly, 
reminded - now with a film - of 
the ‘Holocaust’, the example par 

excellence of man’s inhumanity to 
man, but there is very little interest, 
let alone indignation, shown in the 
West for the two atomic bombings on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki or the block 
bombing of the civilian population (by 
conventional bombs) of Dresden and 
Hamburg. (Indeed the Brits recently 

(continued on page 2)

The Guardian (19th February) 
reports from Geneva some of the 
ICRC’s warnings: “portable laser guns 

“Laser weapons are silent; their beams are 
totally invisible and their effects 
instantaneous, making it impossible for 
human targets to defend themselves.”

It would appear that military 
laboratories in the US, Russia, 
Britain and France have been 
working on ‘blindness’ weapons for 
some years, not only to counteract 
their effect on their own equipment 
but also for ‘offensive use’.

According to the Guardiarts report, 
the Red Cross appeal made at the end 
of last month (we have seen no reports 
of government reactions) was 
probably prompted by the fact that 
the US “may begin manufacturing 
laser guns, mounted on an M-16 rifle, 

The Paper-Wealth-
Producers are now 

Ahead
According to a report issued by the 

Corporation of London in 
conjunction with the London 

Business School, the City’s financial 
services industry accounts for more 
than a quarter of UK gross domestic 
product (GDP). And this, according to 
Professor Richard Brealey of the LBS, 
was larger than manufacturing in 
revenue terms.

So what do those 120,000 busy bees 
employed in the City’s square mile 
‘pr
Shipbuilding - no, shipbroking 

commissions; international insurance 
‘earns’ about £1.8 billion a year and 
as much from Forex (foreign 
exchange) trading; and the Stock 
Exchange’s international trading 
system is “the other main success 
story”.
That’s very good news! But can we 

live on all the output of paper 
produced in that vital ‘square mile’ 
which obviously makes a few people 
very rich though we are sure they 
don’t eat any of that paper. They too 
rely on the real producers of wealth: 
the under-paid farmworkers to start 
with, and all those engaged in 
providing the services we all need for 
a civilised existence. When will they 
realise that they are the real 
producers of wealth and decide to do 
something about the ‘redistribution of 
wealth’?

NEW DEAL FOR
PART-TIME WORKERS?

NOT WITHOUT WORKERS’ MILITANCY! 
The Neanderthal members of the

Tory Party are up in arms at two
Judicial rulings: one gives part-time
workers the same rights as their
full-time fellow wage slaves: the
second limits the maximum number
of working hours to 48 in the week.
lhe first ukase came from the Law
Ix>rds by a four to one majority; the
second was a Brussels directive from
the European Union.
The notorious Tory MP William (Bill

to his friends) Cash who always
appears on ‘Newsnight’, let the cat out
of the bag when, as to be expected, he
denounced both decisions (so for old
Bill not only is Brussels out of order
but even his own Law Lords) and his
reasons are the usual ones - which
certainly meet with the approval of
most of Major’s cabinet: namely that
employment of labour must be
flexible; that the employer can fire

Apart from the Sunday Times 
report (quoted in Freedom, ‘No 
More Hiroshimas (perhaps)’, 22nd 

January) the media have shown very 
little interest in the warnings and 
pleadings of the International 
Commission of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
to have the laser gun banned. The 
public, it would seem, is much more 
interested in the excavations and 
exhumations at 25 Cromwell Street, 
Gloucester.

Be that as it may, we are more 
interested in the potential of the laser 
gun, more horrific, more cold-blooded 
and sick than the actions of the ‘mass’ 
murderers in Gloucester or in 
Hebron, because it is the dream-child 
of our society’s respected scientists, 
technologists, industrialists.
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THE LASER GUN - made in Britain?
(continued from page 1) 
erected a status to ‘Bomber’ Harris’s 
memory.)

It would seem that the brainwashed 
public cannot see that the scientific 
killing of man by man is just as heinous 
and sick as the Holocaust and the various 
Cromwell Streets, Hebrons, Wacos, et 
alia. Until society will condemn, banish 
those scientists and technologists who 
are prepared to engage in the 
development of even more ghastly 
weapons of destruction, as enemies of 
mankind, it will go on and the merchants 
of death will go on profiting from it.

All these new weapons are, after all, good 
for business. Ministers who have been 
appearing before the Scott Inquiry into 
the supplying of military weapons and 
equipment to Iraq right up to their 
invasion of Kuwait emphasised that an 
important consideration was the number 
of jobs dependent on this dirty arms 
business. No such consideration, 
however, for the 100,000 and more 
miners who have lost their jobs as a result 
of the privatisation of the electricity 
industry.

rw^hat we are living in a sick society is 
X surely demonstrated by the public’s 

acceptance as normal the ‘Research and 
Development’ into ever more lethal 
weapons of destruction. Typical are the 
comments of the editor of Jane’s 
International Defence Review who, 
according to the Guardian, “has been 

following the technology’s development” 
(that is of the portable laser gun). He 
thinks the ICRC is right to raise the issue 
of legal control (note: not of abolition) 
“because if this form of weaponry gets out 
of control it could introduce a new and 
iinri.eces.sarik/ harm/ul form of warfare” 
(our italics).

Presumably for Rupert Pengelley, “some 
weapons are more unnecessarily harmful 
than others” - surely we are living in a 
worldwide madhouse!

And last but not least, the Ministry of
Defence when approached said it was 

aware of the ICRC’s concern but would 
give no irformation on its own research 
and the Royal Navy’s programme.

For those readers who have forgotten 
what the laser gun’s function is, we quote 
again from the Sunday Times feature of 
9th January: The purpose of the laser 
gun is “to blind enemy troops by 
burning out their eyes”.

And in our 22nd January editorial 
comment we maintained that all involved 
in the research and development of the 
laser gun should be named and 
denounced as Enemies of the People!

en will the tabloids, those 
Tf-declared amis du peuple, give 

less space for their ghoulish fascination 
with Cromwell Street and make their 
readers aware of what some scientists 
and technologists are cooking up for the 
future victims of war?

Storm in a Teacup
‘THE RIGHT TO LIE’

II

Apart from George Washington, who can 
declare hand-on-heart that he/she never 
lied - without lying?

Anyway some thinkers, such as the 
Stimerites, declare that we should have ‘the 
courage of a lie’. And indeed we can imagine 
all sorts of situations where, certainly this 
writer, would lie not only in his own interest 
but especially if it concerned a friend in need.

But what the media and opposition 
politicians are getting all excited about, and 
are now gunning for Mr Waldegrave, has 
nothing to do with ‘the courage of a lie’ but 
with their own particular interests and 
vanities. Obviously the Labour opposition are 
depending on the Tory government’s 
‘scandals’ and corruption and inefficiency to 
win the local and European elections; the 
media to give themselves die illusion or reality 
of being the king-makers (one has only to see 
Andrew Neil of the Sunday Times on 
television to realise what puffed-up egos these 
media people nurture).

Just consider for one moment: if, as Mr 
Waldegrave was pointing out, in politics 
almost everything was open and above-board, 
then why have very expensive secret services 
in all countries not only spying on each other 
but within their own countries?

We know beforehand that we shall be 
accused of being simplistic (including 

professed anarchist readers like Eric 
Bosworth - Freedom letters, 5th March) when 
we declare that capitalist society thrives on 
lying about everything. Alright, not about 
everything'. But is it not obvious that a society 
that encourages tooth-and-claw competition at 
ground level (cartels and take-overs, at top 
level) that maintains (not by accident nor bad 
luck) four million unemployed to add to the 
‘competition’ at ground level, cannot be a 
truthful, honest society because it is a society 
at war with itself.

Truthfulness can only flourish in a united 
society no less than in a united family. And 
there can be no unity without equality. In the 
family it is by the parents replacing Victorian 
‘punishment’ by openness, understanding and 
explanation. In society there is no solution so 
long as competition and inequality divide the 
people into the haves and the have-nots, a 
subject we shall return to.

One other thought on the subject. Whole 
industries and professions in a capitalist 
system depend on lying and conning. The vast 
advertising industry is largely a con. But 
where would the law industry be if there was 
no reason to speak anything but the truth?

NEW DEAL FOR PART-TIME WORKERS? 
NOT WITHOUT WORKERS* MILITANCY!

(continued from page 1)
a vast difference in the standards of living 
between East and West, as at present. 
Even within the ‘prosperous’ West, where 
all the former Central European countries 
are wanting to join the European ‘club’. 
Germany’s neighbour Czechoslovakia is a 
case in point. An industrialised country, 
but the workers’ wages (according to a 
news item on BBC World Radio) are a 
sixteenth of what a German worker gets 
in the same job.
The ‘free market’ is a fiction of the

capitalist fundamentalist sect. The fact is 
it doesn’t work. After all, is not the USA 
threatening sanctions against Japan 
unless they open their markets to reduce 
the export-import imbalance?

But the other basic fact is that the latest 
ruling from the Law Lords and 
Brussels will not work so long as there are 

four million unemployed, most of them 
desperately looking for a job, and trades 
unions which are impotent so long as they 
cannot, or refuse to, see that 
work-sharing, the shorter working week 
and solidarity with the unemployed (who 
should be encouraged to join: after all, 
they are - because they are desperate to 

get work, any work, even at slave labour 
pay - potential scabs) are the only 
practical demands, coupled with direct 
action, that can even justify their 
continued existence.
The unions know full well that the 

employers will get round the Law Lords’ 
ukase about part-time workers’ rights 
simply by sacking them shortly before 
they have worked two years (when their 
equal rights with full-time workers 
operate). And as for the 48-hour week, 
that surely can be fiddled by a bit of skilful 
’—k-keeping!

As we write, young working women who 
become pregnant are now legally 
entitled to all kinds of benefits at the 

employer’s expense. Needless to say, 
when top CBI spokesmen were 
interviewed on television’s ‘Newsnight’, as 
to be expected they were not alarmed. All 
they said was that they would obviously 
employ fewer young married women!

When will the workers of the world 
realise that no legislation, no articles in 
Freedom, will change the status quo until 
there is a massive revolt worldwide by all 
who are dependent on an employer for the 
basic needs for their survival?

A 6 revolution ’ is not necessarily
a ‘social revolution’

(continued on page 3)

The suffering which capitalism inflicts 
upon humanity in its ruthless scramble for 

profit and power ultimately culminates in a 
surge of revolutionary fervour, the evil must 
be destroyed. This has happened time and 
again throughout the world, tragically not 
ushering in a new libertarian society but only 
a change of masters.

Why should this be so? The reason lies in the 
fact that every revolution hitherto has been a 
negative revolution; by that we mean it has 
been a revolution against something, not a 
positive revolution for something. These 
revolutions have taken place at times when 
people were reacting against tyranny but had 
not yet acquired the mass understanding 
necessary to ensure that the system they had 
overthrown was not to be supplanted by an 
even worse tyranny.

The institutions though which the power of 
the old ruling class was exercised were 
retained by the revolutionary forces and 
become the institutions though which a new 
power elite was able to impose its will on 
society.

Not only were old institutions of authority 
retained but even more fundamental old social 
values and relationships were retained, 
hierarchy and bureaucracy remained as 
acceptable forms of procedure, rank and status 
still permeated society negating any 
equalitarian relationships.

Furthermore, often as a result of the violent 
struggle which had overthrown the old 

regime, because of its very militaristic nature 
and what such militarism entails, leaders were 
thrown into prominence and having had by 
virtue of the struggle control of the decision 
making they were now loath to relinquish such 
power.

It was Domela Nieuwenhuis who pointed 
out that ‘a people in uniform is its own worst 
tyrant’, and by this he meant that the very 
nature of a militaristic struggle subjugates a 
people. And when we consider the technology 
of militarism - satellite communication 
systems, highly sophisticated weaponry 
operated by highly skilled personnel, possibly 
operating from areas outside the country, 
together with the logistic problems involved - 
then the absurdity of this violent method of 
struggle becomes apparent.

This said, nevertheless capitalism has to be 
destroyed, but this is not merely a matter of 
seizure of the means of production or the 
overthrow of the state. The ideological basis 
upon which capitalism rests must itself first be 
destroyed, ideas such as the legitimacy of 
power, leadership, privilege, exploitation, 
status, sexism, racism, and all the other values 
and prejudices upon which present society is 
based.

Unless such ideological changes take place 
then no social revolution can occur, a 
revolution resulting in a change of master may 
well occur but this would not be an anarchist 
revolution.

*"*• J Since Markecforces were
introduced in the Health Service, we 
can account for every penny spent.

4^4 Ata cost of over 
thirty times the amount 
previously unaccounted for.
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