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FIFTY PENCE

“Bureaucracy is a
giant mechanism
operated by
pygmies”

Honore de Balzac

Major’s wishful thinking:
‘CAPITALISM WITH A CONSCIENCE'!

It’s now more than 21 years ago that
the then Tory PM Edward Heath

reprimanded business — City crooks
with Cayman Island tax-free

ill-gotten gains - describing their
speculations (all tax-free but also

quite legal) as “the unpleasant and
unacceptable face of capitalism”.

Flogging more of the ‘Family Silver’
RAILTRACK - DEVELOPERS’ DREAM!

he idea that privatisation is the
solution to all the problems of the
social services is just nonsense. But

having failed with its recalcitrant MPs
over the Post Office privatisation the

government is determined to go
through with the privatisation of the
railways, which from a practical (as
opposed to a purely dogmatic) point
of view is as crazy as was the
privatisation of the Post Office. All
people who know anything about the
operation of railways have denounced
what is in fact a proposed complete
breakdown of the railway network not
in the interest of efficiency but of a
dogma reminiscent of the religious
fundamentalists.

e latest move to reduce the
railway system to one of chaos is
the announcement that the
privatisation of RAIL LINK will go
through in the next two years. In the
original plan this was not going to
happen for a number of years.
Obviously all the train franchises
needed to be allocated before. And at

one stage Railtrack, that is the whole
rail network, stations and adjoining
property, were to remain in public
ownership certainly until the
franchises had been allocated.

Now for purely political reasons the
government wants to sell off Rail Link
- on the one hand as a kind of
reaction to the Post Office
privatisation fiasco, but above all
because Railtrack could be a billion
pound asset which would allow the
Chancellor to offer the voting idiots a
tax reduction next time. This is what
they are saying. As non-voters we
only make an appeal to intelligent
people who want to be left alone to
run their own lives with their
neighbours and friends in the interest
of all, that the already unsatisfactory
public services will be automatically
reduced or even scrapped if they are
not profitable.

Must one repeat for the umpteenth
time that a public service is
concerned with demand and not
profit. The entrepreneurs favoured by
the government are only concerned
with profit. If it is not profitable then
scrap it and to hell with the
passengers that might need it — one
day. Yes, one day. But that is what
service is all about! And we repeat:
capitalism hasn’'t a clue as to what
service means. We do, and it has
nothing to do with profit!

THE PERCENTAGE RACKET

ost young people this writer
approaches about a percentage
reach for their calculators, indicating
thereby that percentages don't mean
very much. For the pre-calculator
generation, percentages are processed
in the brain-calculators just as the
multiplication tables were on the back
of one’s exercise books! No question
of wanting to establish a superiority
of an old brain that stored the multipli-
cation tables. What one wonders,
however, is that many more people are
conned by the very fact that modern
‘education’ includes calculators (as
opposed to the 12-times tables on the
back of this writer's exercise books
which he learned so easily at the age
of 6 and which at the age of 106 will
still be there without effort). Yet
percentages are now the order of the
day. The media have assaulted us
with the 75% increase in the salary of
the Gas Board boss ad nauseam. Why
pick on him when there are hundreds
of these SUPER BOSSES earning a lot
more? The gas man is almost a
modest BIG EARNER.The percentage
increase in salaries is a racket in that
it hides the benefits that the top
people get compared with those at the
bottom of the capitalist pile. The
percentage racket came into the news
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The other night the post-Margaret
Thatcher PM John Major, addressing
the assembled City dignitaries and
their ladies at the Guildhall on the
occasion of the Lord Mayor’'s banquet,

called for “capitalism with a
conscience”.

Capitalism — by definition - can
never be ‘acceptable’ to the
prosperous West's people (let alone
the third world) who are still in an
overwhelming majority, dependent
on the whims of an employment for a
living or on the state for the dole. As
to a ‘conscience’, capitalism is
production for profit. When there is
no profit there are no jobs (high and
low now). As a top capitalist openly
declared in a recent ‘Panorama’
programme, they were unconcerned
about frontiers: capitalism is invested

(continued on page 2)

when it was announced that the
government and Members of
Parliament were having their salaries
increased by 4.7% when the govern-
ment was insisting that workers in
the public services (such as still exist
after privatisation) should only
receive an increase of 2.6% - that is
the official inflation rate.

Apart from all the government's

justification for a rise of twice the

official capitalist inflation rate (Whatever
that means) what for anybody
earning at the bottom rung, or an old
age pensioner on £58 a week,
percentages have real meaning.

Since Mr Major (unlike Tony Blair)
is accepting his increase in salary as
from lst January, which means for
him that it goes up from £78,292 to
£82,003, that is £3,211 more, a gross
increase of £61.75 a week. The sum
which this writer receives, including
the 2.6% increase in his state pension
as well as the generous government
donation towards the fuel tax,
amounts to £56.17 a week. So this
writer, unless he gets on his knees to
beg for charity, is expected to live on
less than Mr Major’s increase in wages!

Let’'s abolish the percentage
racket and talk in pounds,
shillings and pence!








