
“You take advantage of 
Africa and when your 

belly is full you tell 
Africa not to be 

awkward. ”

11

Omar Bonga, President of 
Gabon, addressing the rich 
nations at the Copenhagen 

Summit, March 1995.

PIOUS WORDS FOR THE WORLD’S POOR
BUT NO ACTION!

They had a week in Copenhagen. 
More than a hundred nations and 

some 13,000 diplomats, experts, civil 
servants, not to mention heads of 
governments (at least at the 
weekend), to give their blessing to the 
United Nations 50th anniversary 
super-show and to declare that 
something ought to be done about 
most of the so­ iled United Nations
which are living in conditions of 
abject poverty.

A good time was had by all - the 
delegates, that is - and at a cost of 
£37 million, which some commentators 
have calculated could have provided 
for the immunisation of 60 million 
children in the third world. A mere 
bagatelle when UNICEF, which does 
the Immunisation campaigns, points 
out “that it comes to less than a 
thousandth of a percent of the amount 
of money to lift the world’s children out 
of poverty and ill health" (Independent 
on Sunday, 12th March).

LATEST
STATISTICS
for what they’re worth

In December imports from the rest 
of the world (EU figures are now

only issued quarterly) exceeded 
exports by £1,640 million, more than 
double the November figure. Needless 
to say a government spokesperson 
pointed out that the figures should be 
treated as “a one-off" and that in fact 
1994 was a successful year. After all, 
the balance of trade was only about 
£11,000 million in the red! A 
successful year indeed!

The government is also preening 
itself with the latest unemployment 
figures showing yet another 25,000 

have been taken off the register. They 
don’t tell us whether that’s because 
they have been on the dole for more 
than a year and have been 
automatically taken off the register 
but are presumably still receiving 
some sort of relief from another 
source.

Incidentally, unemployment figures 
for the young are officially put at over 
20%.

The attitude of the G7 industrialised, 
developed, greedy super-states was 
illustrated by the fact that two of the 
principle members - the USA and 
Britain - refused to attend.

Incidentally, if one can accept the 
truth of his statement, President
Muluzi of Malawi, said to be one of the 
poorest countries in the world, 
cancelled his trip (and presumably 
his retinue) to Copenhagen because 
it would cost £125,000 “and he would 
rather the money went to poverty 
alleviation at home". Good for him, 
and he didn’t miss very much apart 
from the cocktails.

II
To imagine that these super- 

summit political conferences can 
achieve anything for a majority of the 

world which is at the stark poverty 
economic level for all kinds of 
reasons, including that of climatic

disasters, is wishful thinking. After 
all, the ‘prosperity’ of the 
industrialised world has been 
provided over the centuries by the 
third world. It is now more 
sophisticated than in the ‘bad old 
days* of colonialism. Now Western 
capitalism is going to the Far East (at 
the expense of unemployment at 
home) but the rest of the third world 
is starving and more indebted Just in 
interest payments to the bankers 
than they receive in ‘aid’ from the 
bankers* nations. As the 
environmental correspondent, Polly 
Ghasi, of the Observer points out:
“It is a dangerous myth that private 
investment will replace the need for aid. A 
mere 100 trunsnational corporations now 
control a staggering $3.4 trillion tnfinancial 
assets. They are placing their money not tn 
debt-ridden African nations, but tn safer 

(continued on page 2)

STINKING FISH GALORE!
The latest declaration of war, this 

time between Canada and the 
European Union over the Canadians’ 

seizure of a Spanish fishing trawler 
fishing outside the Canadians’ 
imposed 200-mile exclusion fishing 
zone - in other words, fishing in 
so-called international waters -leaves 
us with a deja vu feeling that we have 
seen it all before.

Readers may recall that British 
fishermen were preparing to declare 
war on the forty Spanish trawlers that 
were due to fish in the so-called ‘Irish 
Box* at the end of this year by order 
of the EU (Freedom, 11th February) 
and in that editorial we made two 
points: firstly that for profit the sea 
was being fished dry, and secondly 
that the oceans and its fish “belong to 
us and not a bunch of pirates intent 
on fishing the seas dry".

We have quoted from that editorial 
for the latest ‘crisis’ simply 
underlines our first point and, in our 

humble opinion, until we the people 
worldwide halt the exploitation of the 
oceans by the ever-rapacious trawler 
owners then no quotas and even the 
de-commissioning of trawlers will not 
halt the rape of the oceans. For 
instance with quotas how many 

inspectors will be required to cover all 
main fishing nations. And as one asks 
in other fields, who is to inspect the 
inspectors? The few that are caught 
give one an idea of the scale of 
over-fishing that is taking place. A 
news item this very month told of a 
trawler arrested by a Royal Navy 
Fisheries Protection vessel last
August “after spotting illegally 
retained fish on board" 200 miles - 
no, not off the Canadian coast - south 
west of Britain. It exceeded its quota 
by 36 tons - quite a lot of fish and 
money for the trawler's owners!

But there is more to it The boat’s 
owners are the Falmouth-based
Liners and Trawlers Association Ltd 
which is Spanish owned, British 
registered and crewed! Plymouth 
stipend ary magistrates convicted 
them on “fifteen charges of breaching 
quotas, four of making wrongful 
landing declarations, two of false log 
book entries and four of catching 
undersized fish". They were fined 
£311,000 and ordered to pay £15,000 
costs.

nphe holier-than-thou attitude of 
JL the Canadian government is that 

they have a partial moratorium on 
(continued on page 2)
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Nothing about socialism, capitalism, the rich and the poor!

111
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* Neither Nationalisation nor Privatisation: an 
anarchist approach, Freedom Press, 81 pages, 
£1.95 (post free inland).

Lilley and Howard have no feelings. They 
are fundamentalists driven by dogma - 
one only has to see them delivering on 
television.

Major refused to attend the final 
weekend of the Copenhagen summit, but 
according to the Observer’s 
correspondent:

<•
“Mr Portillo sent to Lady Chalker, the Overseas 
Development Minister, the speech she should 
give at Copenhagen on the government’s 
behalf. The solution to world poverty, he wrote, 
was simple. Open up markets, drop all trade 
barriers and the poor would vanish from the 
face of the Earth. Heated debate ensued, but 
the Portillo line won through.”
And she was quoted as declaring that “it 
is free trade that is the key to global 
prosperity”.

What she didn’t say was that under 
capitalism there is no such thing as free 
trade as you and I understand it.

According to the Canadians, 
three-quarters of the seized boat’s 
catch was undersized. In the British case 

referred to earlier, “some were less than 
half the permitted size”. For goodness 
sake, if you allow so-called fishing boars 
to have nets “fifty miles long with 
openings that would alone accommodate 
sixteen jumbo jets”, it is surely time to 
give the fish a rest and catch all the 
trawler owners, the businessmen and the 
fisheries ministers who are about to meet 
to discuss once again how to reconcile 
capitalism with conservation in the net 
and cut the nets - as apparently the 
Spanish trawler captain did to hide the 
evidence!

There is no way of reconciling capitalism 
with conservation. Get rid of the profit 
motive, get rid of private ownership of 
ocean-going trawlers, encourage the 
small off-shore fishermen.
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PIOUS WORDS FOR THE WORLD’S POOR 
BUT NO ACTION!

The dying President of France,
Francois Mitterand, for all his sins 

made a telling statement to the 
Copenhagen conference to which 
surely anarchists could subscribe.
“He rejected the model of ‘naked 
capitalism’. ‘Are we really going to let 
the world become a global market 
without any rules other than those of 
the jungle and with no purpose other 
than maximum gain, maximum profit, 
in the minimum time’." (Guardian, 
13th March 1995)
What better condemnation of the 
capitalist system by, after all, an old 
capitalist?

The ‘New Look’ Clause 4 will probably 
win Labour some of the votes of the 
white-collared-city-pen-pushers who thought 

they were in their job for life, and of liberals 
wanting to get the Tories out (a kind of 
political game) and depending on how the 
millionaire press directs its fire, at the actual 
elections Labour should win the contest

The losers, as always, are the mass of the 
people. In our editorial following the Labour 
Party’s annual conference in which we asked 
“What’s so ‘outdated’ about Clause 4?” 
(Freedom, 15 th October 1994), our reply was 
that the objectives of Clause 4 could never be 
achieved via the ballot box.

All that the ‘New Look Clause 4’ may do is 
to provide the votes for a Labour Party at the 
next jamboree. But, be sure, nothing will 
change until the exploited of the world realise 
their strength. They produce all the material 
things we all need and yet are treated as 
inferiors - denied the basics of a civilised 
existence.

An ‘outdated’ slogan for the 21st century: 
workers of the world arise and forget 
about your vote!

STINKING FISH
GALORE!

(continued from page 1) 
fishing in their 200-mile zone in order to 
build up the fish stocks - rather late in 
the day, seeing that they have allowed 
their own fishermen to destroy their fish 
stocks over the years. According to 
Mathew Horseman in the Independent on 
Sunday (12th March) the Canadian 
government:
"... established an expensive programme to pay 
fishermen not to work: in Newfoundland along 
40,000 are now even without the seasonal work 
that kept them from year-round reliance on 
social assistance.”
The Independent correspondent 
describes the situation in the distressed 
villages of the Maritimes province to 
explain the government’s action and also 
its ‘militancy’ against foreign fishing 
boats, even in so-called ‘international 
waters’.
“Boats tied up in harbours, the canning 
facilities are shattered and the taverns full of 
unemployed fishermen. Fishing is a way of life 
in this region, the country’s poorest by far.”

Fj<ie two-column headline “World 
X leaders make pledge to fight poverty” 

(Guardian, 13th March) ended with the 
dying Mitterand’s excellent statement for 
his biographers (reproduced elsewhere) 
and referred to the 90-page document 
that emerged from their debates but 
which apparently was a “non-binding 
declaration” - that is a document not 
worth the paper it is printed on so far as 
action is concerned!
We are sure than the spokesman for 

Christian Aid, one of “hundreds of 
non-governmental organisations” present 
at the Copenhagen summit, was right 
when he said:
“This summit has put poverty on the map and 
let rich countries off the hook.”
Though the poorest homeless in this 
country cannot be compared with the 
millions in Africa, South America and the 
other third world countries, poverty is a 
major problem in the so-called 
prosperous countries including Britain. 
Some commentators suggest that Mr 
Major did not put in an appearance at the 
summit because of the ‘poverty problem’ 
at home. We doubt whether most 
politicians have feelings. Major, Portillo,

and prosper, with a thriving private sector and high 
quality public services, where those undertakings 
essential to the common good are either owned by 
the public or accountable to them...”

For anarchists the alternative to private 
enterprise (capitalist production - including 
services - for profit) is not nationalisation* 
but workers’ control. Workers and their 
families are also consumers and surely in a 
non-profit society it is in the interests of all 
that efficiency and quality of services are 
paramount.

another bunch of politicians seeking office 
and a little bit of power to push around the 
unemployed, the pensioners, the claimants 
and the carers. But as we will go on pointing 
out: the real power is with the multinationals, 
the transnationals, the money markets (look 
what they are up to at the moment speculating 
on the dollar), the banks, pension funds and 
insurance funds.

agricultural land). Yet the situation demands 
a response from a party calling itself socialist. 
Apart from the other significant fact: that 73% 
(nearly three-quarters of the land of this 
island) is owned by 3% of the people, about 
IV2 million out of a population of more than 
50 million, the land that produces our food is 
in the hands of an ever-decreasing number of 
speculators, investors, pop stars, football 
millionaires - you name them, all concerned 
either with the return for their capital or simply 
the ‘prestige’ of being ‘gentlemen farmers’. 
Oliver Walston, a well-known broadcaster on 
farming (he has a Sunday morning breakfast 
programme as well as travelling world wide), 
also sits on 3,000 acres of arable land and has 
publicly declared that it would not be 
profitable but for the CAP (the EU subsidies 
for arable farmers). Meanwhile the rural 
economy is collapsing as the Walstons of this 
world swallow up more and more small farms 
and, needless to say, more farmworkers join 
the army of Portillo’s ‘work-shy’!

And not only have the ‘New Look’ 
middle-class-vote-catching Labour 
politicians not a word to say about land 
ownership, they are also silent about the 
European Union’s set-aside programme 
which has meant that in this country some 
million acres (a strip 27 miles wide from 
London to Brighton!) of arable land have been 
put out of production and the farmers paid 
more than £100 per acre to do so. Their silence 
is further proof that they are neither 
democratic nor socialist. They are capitalists 
(some even go to Church on Sundays), just

(continued from page 1)
bets like Eastern Europe and China. 
Sub-Saharan Africa attracts only one per cent of 
foreign investment, [our italics!

We are now in danger of producing a world 
more divided than ever between rich societies 
and the debt- and poverty-laden southern 
nations.

In the last 50 years, global GDP has risen 
sevenfold while the total number of people 
living without basic food, water and sanitation 
has risen, fuelled by the population boom, to 
encompass a fifth of humanity.”

Not a word by the ‘New Look’ Labour 
hierarchy about the land (at one time the 
Labour Party was in favour of nationalising 

The 1995 draft of the Labour Party’s 
constitution begins with the statement that 
it “is a democratic socialist party” but ends: 

“on the basis of these principles Labour seeks 
the trust of the people to govern”. Assuming 
it to be a socialist party (which Article 2 of the 
1995 draft shows it is not) it is certainly not 
democratic since what it is concerned to do is 
that a bunch of ambitious Labour politicians 
be given the power to run our lives for us 
instead of the Tory bunch!

Article 2 throws overboard the original 
Article (Clause) 4 which put the emphasis on 
“common ownership of the 
production, distribution and exchange” by 
advocating that:
“... the enterprise of the market and the rigour of 
competition [be] joined with the forces of 
partnership and cooperation to produce the wealth 
the nation needs and the opportunity for all to work




