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hey had a week in Copenhagen.

More than a hundred nations and
some 13,000 diplomats, experts, civil
servants, not to mention heads of
governments (at least at the
weekend), to give their blessing to the
United Nations 50th anniversary
super-show and to declare that
something ought to be done about
most of the so-called United Nations
which are living in conditions of
abject poverty.

A good time was had by all - the
delegates, that is — and at a cost of
£37 million, which some commentators
have calculated could have provided
for the immunisation of 60 million
children in the third world. A mere
bagatelle when UNICEF, which does
the immunisation campaigns, points
out “that it comes to less than a
thousandth of a percent of the amount
of money to lift the world’s children out

of poverty and ill health” (Independent
on Sunday, 12th March).

LATEST
STATISTICS

for what they’'re worth

In December imports from the rest
of the world (EU figures are now
only issued quarterly) exceeded
exports by £1,640 million, more than
double the November figure. Needless
to say a government spokesperson
pointed out that the figures should be
treated as “a one-off” and that in fact
1994 was a successful year. After all,
the balance of trade was only about
£11,000 million in the red! A
successful year indeed!

The government is also preening
itself with the latest unemployment

figures showing yet another 25,000
have been taken off the register. They
don't tell us whether that's because
they have been on the dole for more
than a year and have been
automatically taken off the register
but are presumably still receiving
some sort of relief from another
source.

Incidentally, unemployment figures
for the young are officially put at over
20%.

25th March 1995

fortnightly

PIOUS WORDS FOR THE WORLD'’S POOR
BUT NO ACTION!

The attitude of the G7 industrialised,
developed, greedy super-states was
illustrated by the fact that two of the
principle members - the USA and
Britain - refused to attend.

Incidentally, if one can accept the
truth of his statement, President
Muluzi of Malawi, said to be one of the
poorest countries in the world,
cancelled his trip (and presumably
his retinue) to Copenhagen because
it would cost £125,000 “and he would
rather the money went to poverty
alleviation at home”. Good for him,
and he didn't miss very much apart
from the cocktails.

To imagine that these super-

mit political conferences can
achieve anything for a majority of the
world which is at the stark poverty
economic level for all kinds of
reasons, including that of climatic

STINKING FISH GALORE!

e latest declaration of war, this

time between Canada and the
European Union over the Canadians’
seizure of a Spanish fishing trawler
fishing outside the Canadians’
imposed 200-mile exclusion fishing
zone - in other words, fishing in
so-called international waters- leaves
us with a déja vu feeling that we have
seen it all before.

Readers may recall that British
fishermen were preparing to declare
war on the forty Spanish trawlers that
were due to fish in the so-called ‘Irish
Box’ at the end of this year by order
of the EU (Freedom, 11th February)
and in that editorial we made two
points: firstly that for profit the sea
was being fished dry, and secondly
that the oceans and its fish “belong to
us and not a bunch of pirates intent
on fishing the seas dry”.

have quoted from that editorial
for the latest ‘crisis’ simply
underlines our first point and, in our
humble opinion, until we the people
worldwide halt the exploitation of the
oceans by the ever-rapacious trawler
owners then no quotas and even the
de-commissioning of trawlers will not
halt the rape of the oceans. For
instance with quotas how many

FIFTY PENCE

“You take advantage of
Africa and when your
belly is _full you tell
Africa not to be
awkward.”

Omar Bonga, President of
Gabon, addressing the rich
nations at the Cope en

Summit, March 1995.

disasters, is wishful thinking. After
all, the ‘prosperity’ of the
industrialised world has been
provided over the centuries by the
third world. It is now more
sophisticated than in the ‘bad old
days’ of colonialism. Now Western
capitalism is going to the Far East (at
the expense of unemployment at
home) but the rest of the third world

is starving and more indebted just in
interest payments to the bankers
than they receive in ‘aid’ from the
bankers’ nations. As the

environmental correspondent, Polly
Ghasl, of the Observer points out:

“It is a dangerous myth that private
investment will replace the need for aid. A
mere 100 transnational corporations now
control a staggering $3.4 trillion in financial
assets. They are placing their money not in
debt-ridden African nations, but in safer

(continued on page 2)

inspectors will be required to cover all
main fishing nations. And as one asks
in other fields, who is to inspect the
inspectors? The few that are caught
give one an idea of the scale of
over-fishing that is taking place. A
news item this very month told of a
trawler arrested by a Royal Navy
Fisheries Protection vessel last
August “after spotting illegally
retained fish on board” 200 miles -
no, not off the Canadian coast - south
west of Britain. It exceeded its quota
by 36 tons — quite a lot of fish and
money for the trawler’s owners!

But there is more to it. The boat’s
owners are the Falmouth-based
Liners and Trawlers Association Ltd
which is Spanish owned, British
registered and crewed! Plymouth
stipendary magistrates convicted
them on “fifteen charges of breaching
quotas, four of making wrongful
landing declarations, two of false log
book entries and four of catching
undersized fish". They were fined

£311,000 and ordered to pay £15,000
costs.

e holier-than-thou attitude of

the Canadian government is that
they have a partial moratorium on
(continued on page 2)








