
“We think nothing of 
politicians. Let them rot. 

They go into politics to fill 
their bellies and make 

prats of us all."
Woman fro 11 Lahore talking in

Imran Khan - Life After Politics 
on Channel 4, 13th June 1995

CAPITALISM IN TOOTH AND CLAW

IS MIDDLE ENGLAND
SEEING THE LIGHT’ AT LAST?

In the last month or so the ‘serious’ 
press has been expressing concern 
for the fate not of the blue-collared 

workers - who, after all, only empty 
our dustbins, grow our food, keep all 
the essential services functioning 
more or less satisfactorily (given the 
financial sanctions imposed whereby 
fewer workers are expected to do 
more, and can’t) - but of the 
managerial class, the economists and 
other ‘experts’ who have been doing 
ver^welHellin^theJormeHiow^o^

BONUSES FOR 
THE RICH

HRhe Guardian's city editor reports1 that:
“More than 200 City high-flyers stand to
share bonus paym ents worth £68.4
million as part of a special scheme which 
has been set up by the super-rich 
investment firm of Mercury Asset 
Management to help ‘motivate and retain’ 
its directors and senior staff.
The huge pay-outs, which are 

equivalent to the combined salaries of 
nearly 5,300 qualified nurses, represent 
the most lavish bonus scheme in the
history of the City. It comes on top of hefty 
annual pay rises which have seen the 
value of the salary and pension package 
of the highest paid director more than 
double to £1,160,000 a year.

About £800,000 worth of bonus money 
has already been paid to directors under 
the terms of the scheme.”

To the belly-achers - who nevertheless 
support the capitalist system when 
it suits or benefits them - why don’t 
they belt up and start thinking 
about the capitalist system?

Postscript: Since we have reported 
on the bonuses and perks for the 
chairman of Cable & Wireless, Lord 
Young, we must as reliable reporters 
draw to the attention of readers the 
fact that because of the dodgy 
Mercury returns (in which Cable & 
Wireless are more than interested) 
Lord Young has accepted a 
£300,000 cut in salary. However, we 
are glad to report that he is not on 
the breadline. He’s only left, before 
taxation, with £600,000 a year - 
about £12,500 a week.

their jobs! We cannot resist repeating 
once again the words of wisdom of an 
honest expert, Bertrand Russell, 
when he defined work as being of two 
kinds:

• • • first altering the position of matter at 
or near the earth’s surface relatively to 
other matter; second telling other people 
to do so. The first kind is unpleasant and 
ill-paid, the second is pleasant and highly 
paid."

Russell wrote this in 1932, but his 
observations as the the ‘second kind 
of work’ are topical in the 1990s. He 
wrote:
The second kind is capable of indefinite 
extension; there are not only those who 
give orders but those who give advice as to 
what orders should be given."

Russell argued that “usually two 
opposite kinds of advice are given

simultaneously by two organised 
bodies of men: this is called politics”. 
No! This is where we disagree with the 
dear crotchety philosopher.

No, this is called capitalism. You can 
buy experts in any field, just as they 
buy footballers nowadays. There are 
the experts (with all kinds of titles 
before their names) who will swear

ttle of wine a day keeps the
doctor, and the undertaker, away. 
There are experts who go on 
maintaining that the organic 
phosphorous element in sheep dips, 
and in a host of other pesticides and 
herbicides, are not responsible for 
health problems including (according 
to the Farming programme on Radio 
4 on 13th June) suicidal tendencies 
among farmers. We could go on ad 
infinitum.

(continued on page 2)

PRIORITISE AND ORGANISE
position in 

the teachers* unions time switch 
action. The government’s latest 
dynamite-charged plans to change 
employment regulations, allowing 
schools to make redundancies 
without consulting the unions, has 
prompted calls for an upsurge in 
strike action. The anti-strike vote of 
four-to-one on a turn out of 51% was 
on action against increasing class 
sizes. The pro-strike call is against 
redundancies. Priority here is given to 
teachers* rights over those of the 
children. Many will have noted that 
Prince William will be taught in a 
class of seven pupils when he attends 
Eton - but then we’ve all been told 
that size doesn’t matter.
The National Commission on 

Education report, Learning to 
Succeed, criticises the government’s 
reliance on market forces and 
competition in that it enables some 
schools to flourish at the expense of 
the rest. Giving extra capital funding 
to grant maintained schools falls into 
this category, as does the publication 
of league tables. Already government 
officials are investigating claims of 
cheating in the first national 

curriculum tests for 11 year olds. 
Allegations include setting exam 
questions as homework, writing the 
answers on the board during the tests 
and giving pupils extra time. Good 
test results mean higher positions in 
the league table. No surprises here - 
wherever the market rules corruption 
thrives, an inevitable and necessary 
component.

wn typical government style the riots 
Xin Bradford have been blamed on 
individual cultures. This time the 
cause is said to be the generation gap 
in the Muslim community - a purely 
cultural affair as if Muslims are not 
affected by the social situation. Nothing 
is said of the effects of Bradford’s 
crumbling sch 1 buildings, under-
funding, rising rolls, demoralised 
teachers and under-achievement on 
economically-deprived young people. 
As with other second generation 
immigrant groups, Asian youth 
realises that their elders have been 
too polite and submissive when faced 
with discrimination. The new 
generation is angry, articulate and 
assertive. In London’s Euston area 
this answer is displayed in spasmodic 

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
gang fights between white and Asian 
boys. Many carry knives, and park 
benches, fencing and trees have been 
ripped up and used as weapons. This 
results in a moderately run down area 
taking on a really deprived look and 
everybody’s quality of life suffers except 
the lawmakers. Their children enjoy 
privileged educations, which ensure 
successful lives. One term at Eton costs 
twice as much as a year’s dole for an 18 
year old. More than a million primary 
school children are taught in classes of 
thirty and above - we need protest now.
Inmates of Louisiana’s state 

penitentiary are protesting. They went on 
strike when ordered to build a table for 
lethal injection executions. They’ve got 
their priorities right.

BRAVE NEW WORLD
- OR ON THE BRINK
OF THE LOONY-BIN?

Apparently scientists working for a private
company have - according to a report in 

The Independent - reached “a milestone in 
genetic secrets of a free-living organism for 
the first time”.
“The researchers have sequenced all the 1.8 million 
Tetters’ of a microbe’s DNA, raising the prospect 
that one day they could synthesise the same 
blueprint to create an artificial life from scratch.”

As if that were not enough, we learn that: 
“In addition to deciphering all 1,830,121 building 
blocks of Hemophilus DNA, Dr Venter said his 
team sequenced the 580,067 chemical bases that 
make up the genetic blueprint of a second 
free-living microbe, Micopla'sma genitalium, one 
of the simplest single-celled organisms.

John Sulston, director of the Medical Research 
Council’s Sanger Centre at Cambridge, said the 
research was an ‘exciting milestone’ in the 
international effort to decode the genetic sequences 
of various life forms, including the human 
genome.”

But it’s not just the genes that the scientists 
are interested in. According to Science 
Minister David Hunt, talking of the last five 

of fifteen reports under the government’s 
technology foresight programme, he said: 
“By the year 2010, unmanned supermarket 
checkouts could price the contents of a packed 
trolley, farmers could be growing genetically- 
reprogrammed trees to produce cheaper paper and 
defence industries could be selling non-lethal 
weapons.”

Don’t laugh but on defence the ‘technologies’ 
highlighted included spraying adhesives 
which immobilised the enemy. Think of that 
recent case {Freedom, 27th May) when three 
policemen maintained they could only restrain 
a woman by gagging her with thirteen feet of 
sticking plaster wrapped round her head.

MIDDLE ENGLAND SEEING THE LIGHT’
(continued from page 1)

After all, today the largest growing 
profession (industry?) is that of 
consultants. We have in the western world 
become so prosperous with everything at 
our disposal that the effect has been to 
require Russell’s second extended 
category of those who give advice to those 
who normally give advice to the proles!

The new Middle England “victims’ are at 
last being made aware that capitalism is 
a ruthless system quite unconcerned for 
the fate of those who had been doing “very 
nicely’ and who joined in the choruses 
about the ‘scroungers’ and the ‘pakis’ and 
other immigrants (actually doing most of 
the dirty work). Now they are being 
clobbered over mortgages (by the 
government that got them into the mess 
in the late ’80s under Thatcher) and 
reductions in married couples tax 
allowances and all the increases in VAT. 
They are abandoning the Tory Party (for 
the time being) but nothing will change. 
The capitalist system is out of control 
worldwide. Too many snouts are at the 
trough - and this will not work.

At the beginning we promised a few 
headlines of Middle England’s 
despairing New Look.

Anthony Sampson’s article on the 
“Axing of Company Man” (Sunday Times, 
4th June 1995) is summed up in these 
terms:
“Like medieval monks, grey-suited middle 
managers had a job for life. Now they face a 
corporate version of the dissolution of the 
monasteries. Pray for them says Anthony 
Sampson.”

The Independent headline “End of the 
material world as we know it” and the 
subhead suggesting that “Need will 
replace greed in the early 21 st century as 
lifestyles turn ‘green’, a new report 
predicts”.

And in The Guardian (6th June) the 
feature writer Catherine Bennett’s piece 
is given the heading “Should I put my vote 
in the ballot box or the dustbin”. And in 
another Guardian ‘Comment and 
Analysis’ feature Tom Hodgkinson’s 
article is headed “The Party is dead, let’s 
get on with the partying”. For instance he 
quotes a very good anarchist argument 
against political parties:
“Politics is also perceived, quite simply, to be 
too political. What time is there to envision 
enlightened, life-improving policy when the 
energies of party members seem to be directed 
mostly towards cross-party squabbling and 
internecine bickering? As Nick Crowe, twenty­
something publisher of the sceptical, reflective 
Journal Creator says: The idea of a party is 
self-destructive from the start, because loyalty 
and toeing the party line will always come 
before ideas. Any group that has power or is 
threatened by other groups will compromise 
itself.’ Words like loyalty and duty are so ou( of 
date as to be absurd - as demonstrated by A 
Politician’s Wife.

But perhaps the most important recent 
‘discovery’ of Middle England 
professionals is that those who still have 

a job (and they are being axed fast and 
furious: the banks, for instance, are 
talking of another 50,000 sackings) are 
having to work much harder and longer 
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hours. An Independent magazine feature 
asks “Whatever happened to Nine to 
Five?” which is presented by Polly 
Toynbee and the theme is “Not so much 
the work ethic, Just too much work”.

But let us be clear as to why those who 
are in work full time are working more 
hours. Ms Toynbee points out that:
“Since the turn of the century, the story of 
working hours has been one of a steady and 
decent reduction. This stopped in the early '70s 
and, during the '80s, the managerial/professional 
group, who now form a third of the workforce, 
actually added two more hours to their working 
week in unpaid overtime.”

Ms Toynbee maintains that this has 
resulted in unemployment, and that had 
the earlier decline in working hours 
experienced before 1975 continued “then 
the average week would now be between 
34 and 36 hours”. That may be so, based 
on pre-1975 working practices, but 
technological development since is such 
that we cannot understand when she 
writes that:
“Taking account of various other changes, 
especially in technology, that would mean the 
creation of an extra one million full-time jobs.”

Surely the growth of technology in the 
paper-pushing industry (just as in the 
robotising of heavy industry) auto­
matically puts more and more people our 
of work.

Perhaps there is a misprint since Ms 
Toynbee goes on to say what we have been 
saying in these columns for a long time 
(and in Why Work: Arguments for the 
Leisure Society):
“It would mean of course that those in work 
would have to accept less pay. But job sharing 
in this way might be regarded as Just another 
more satis factory form of income tax with gains 
all round.”

For goodness sake, why can’t these 
professional journalists-cum-do-gooders 
have the imagination and the integrity to 
expose the rotteness of the capitalist 
system without ifs and buts.

In her concluding sentences she asks:
“What is work, litics and the whole economy
for if not to make more people happier? Money 
isn't the ultimate object, contentment is. 
Somewhere in the past twenty years, we have 
lost the balance between the getting of money 
and the spending of time."

Can she not see that we are living in an 
unequal, privileged, capitalist society 
where profit and not ‘happier people’ is 
the major concern? A society which 
spends £23 million annually on so-called 
defence and the armaments industry but 
has closed down 245 hospitals because 
“we can’t afford’ to keep them open - and

THE LAW IS AN ASS
MINERS CAN’T 

STRIKE: OFFICIAL

What is left of the coal mining industry 
(and it beggars belief that an industry 
which has three hundred years of coal 

underground is reduced to a handful of pits 
that the government in its privatising quest has 
sold off to Richard Budge, head of RJB, for a 
nominal sum in spite of the questionable 
business background of this entrepreneur. 
Left-wing Labour MP Dennis Skinner’s 
accusation that ministers had been involved in 
‘a crooked deal’ over the sale did not not upset 
the government’s decision, in spite of the fact 
that we are now importing coal! It’s cheaper 
that way - partly, of course, because the 
importers don’t have to finance the dole and 
other benefits now being paid to the 
unemployed miners. We the taxpayers foot 
the bill, so the coal is not all that cheap.

But the latest news is literally farce. Arthur 
Scargill, President of the Miners virtually 
non-existent union (NUM) - five thousand 
members? - called for a strike which was put 
to the ballot and agreed upon. The only fly in 
the ointment was that under the Thatcher 
anti-union legislation they had obviously 
overlooked the fact that the law precluded 
would-be strikers from striking after 28 days 
from the date of the results of the ballot. So 
the miners, had they decided to strike after 5th 
June, would have been breaking the law. So 
the employers sought an injunction and 
Scargill spent more miners’ money on an 
appeal, which was lost, and presumably in 
order to strike the miners will have to have 
another ballot and ma,ke sure that this time 
they strike within 28 days. Crazy isn’t it!

we could quote many examples of needs 
being jettisoned in the interests of profits 
- such a system, the capitalist system, 
satisfies the ‘wants’ of a privileged 
minority (see the Sunday magazine 
adverts for the latest fashions - even bras 
cost over £100) who have nothing better 
to do than spend, spend, spend.

If enough of us want the leisure society 
that technology can provide we must 
also be civilised in our demands. But 

having said that, there can be no 
mistaking that if we don’t fight to get rid 
of the capitalist system we will not only 
not enjoy the realities and fantasies that 
leisure (without hunger or homelessness) 
can provide, but for a growing minority 
even in the so-called prosperous world the 
future is moire than ever bleak. As we 
write these lines the Bamardo’s survey 
The Facts of Life confirms our view that 
the economic free-for-all capitalist system 
is out of control.

We have all the latest technological 
devices ever known to man, but there is 
now more poverty, more insecurity than 
ever. According to the survey: nine out of 
ten adults think that today’s children will 
witness more crime and violence than a 
generation ago and 80% feel that children 
have fewer safe areas in which to play.

^A forei$nerT^

act
ur

It was a secret deal 
jot up by a previous 
owner of the firm.

Certainly not J?
1 knew nothing 
about the arms trade.

■■ .............................................

Er. Let’s remember here, we are not talking 
about breaking of laws. Wears talkingabout 
breaking of guidelines. Which is quite an 
important point. Unless I am wrong, in 
which case 1 stand to be corrected. And, er, 
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Meetings but did not 
5r them. Well, perhaps 
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