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‘'WORKERS OF THE WORLD UNITE’

ne does not need to be an expert
in the complex world of insurance,
pensions, investments et alia, to realise
that they are all part of the capitalist
system, and by definition capitalism,
whether it’s production of worthwhile
goods or of manipulating currency, is
production for profit. So how can one
ever imagine that such a system can
operate in favour of the people of
this country or of the European
Community, indeed the world.
Anarchists have been saying this
until they are purple in the face, but
wait a moment, socialists were also
saying this but most of them naively
believing that good government would
deal with these problems. That distin-
guished the authoritarian socialists from
the libertarian, revolutionary anarchists.

is year the weekly Tribune
Tt:‘elebrates its sixtieth anniversary.
Not only does this centenarian (that
is Freedom) maintain an exchange
arrangement with our socialist/trade
union financed colleague, but one asks
oneself what else would one be reading,
assuming as everybody does that the
Labour Party wins the next election?
Tribune is a fence-sitter politically. It
has one or two permanent critics of
the Labour leadership, but then also
publishes a regular feature by Blair’s
political adviser on ‘New Labour’
politics. It is surely pathetic that
Tribune has only a circulation of
7,000 when it is also said to have the
support of the unions - the ‘millions
of organised workers’.

Our interest in the Tribune is not
just that they recently celebrated their
sixtieth anniversary with a £50 slap-up
dinner in a “fashionable London hotel”
(Independent, 8th March 1997), but
to refer to the editorial in the 1937
launch issue by their then editor,
William Mellor, the opening paragraphs
of which would surely be received
with welcoming cheers by anarchists.
Listen to this music to our ears:

“The world system that is destroying hope
in the world is capitalism. That it means
the destruction of democracy, Italy and
Germany are there to show. That it means
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THE VOICE OF FREE DEMOCRACY
Taken from The March to Death, a book of anti-war drawings by John Olday (Freedom Press, £3)

war, Manchuria and Abyssinia and Spain
are there to bear their tragic witness.

[t is capitalism that has caused world

depression. It is capitalism that has created
the distressed areas. It is capitalism that
is piling up vast armaments now for the
war whose shadow bestrides our lives. It is
capitalism that divides out people into the
two nations of rich and poor. Either we
must defeat capitalism or we shall be
defeated by it.”
Search for such ideas today in Tribune,
or ... where else? Workers, the wage-
slaves, are their own worst enemies.
They could hold society to random.
They provide not only the food that we
all consume but all the services that
provide a civilised and more or less
healthy environment. Only the anar-
chists tell them to get off their knees.
All the others tell them to put their
cross on the ballot paper next time.

When will it be realised that govern-

ments — Labour, Liberal or Tory -
believe in the capitalist system if for
no other reason than that they have
no control over the financial and
economic system. Global capitalism
has taken over and no government
dares, or can, challenge it. Once again
anarchists have to remind the naive
but well-intentioned socialists who still
believe in government that capitalism
is monopolistic and not competitive. It
only believes in competition when it
is engaged in defeating competition.
Take-overs are the order of the day.
And when that is not possible
‘mergers’ — in which a few top heads
roll, but with golden handshakes -
are ‘negotiated’ to their joint
advantage, apart from the hundreds
of thousands of employees who are
made redundant in the reorganisation.

(continued on page 3)



Vol. 58 No. 8

CONTINUING FREEDOM'S EXCLUSIVE REPORT FROM ALBANIA

4 ay

26th April 1997

Sherif Korroneci: sufferer sent back to suffer some more
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‘m a sucker for a teenager with tears in her
eyes. I'm a bit of a soft touch for a man with
an empty socket where his left eye should be
—an eye recently removed by a ricochet bullet.
That’s how I came to meet the Korroneci
family outside the Greek passport office. The
daughter, 15 year old Silvouies, was overcome
with emotion. She was pleading with one of a
pair of Greek television cameramen. The
cameraman had a stony expression on his face.
I asked: “Do you speak English?”’ She turned
towards me and I took her photo. The Greek
police went mad. “No photos!” they cried,
“No photos!”

I took details of their case put by the girl in
clear English. She said her father and mother
had visas 1n their passport, and that she and her
brother were on her father’s passport. The
problem had cropped up because the Greek
police suspected she was over 15 years old,
and therefore required her own passport and
visa. Her brother 1s 12 years old and also on
his father’s passport.

Silvouies says: “We are all dead, and all
because of me!” She claimed the whole family
would have to return to Giashté (Qaf€) near
- Saranda, because the rest of the family couldn’t
enter Greece and leave her to return home
alone.

I offer to help, and ask her to write down her
address on my pad. In high feeling, she
scribbled: “We are all dead if they don’t let us
go to Greece”. She gave her brother’s name as
Klement, and her father’s as Sherif Korroneci.
I took her address, but she told me they had no
telephone. I promised I would put their case to
the Albanian Consul in Ioannina.

She said the Greek television man had said

he thought they should be allowed into Greece,
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Silvouies Korroneci: “We are all dead”

The hasty note scribbled to Freedom

readers by Silvouies. She says that:
“We are all dead if they don't let us

go to Elavoy [Greece]”,
4th April 1997

but claimed he could do nothing for them. Not
an 1ssue which would help his ratings.

She demurred: ‘“They will not let me in because
they think I am older as I am not beautiful”. I
thought — but being an Englishman, did not
say— that perhaps the Greeks will not let you
in because you are too beautiful. This thought
afterwards nagged me, at least I could have
told her that and 1t would have helped her face
the journey home to Giashté.

When, preoccupied, I later board my bus
back to Ioannina in Northern Greece, the
policeman who had earlier detained me and
help to send the Korroneci family back to
Albania approaches me to do a last minute
check of our passports. “What did the girl have
to say?” he queries.

I said she seemed quite plausible. He
maintained it was the second time she had

tried to cross into Greece, and each time with
a different father. He added: “We have to be
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careful, very careful, it is like Mexicans trying
to get into the USA — we have to keep these
people out!” My heart sank.

THE ALBANIAN CONSUL

Since this frontier incident I went, as promised,
to see the Albanian Consul in Ioannina. At
first he claimed that he didn’t have the right to
intervene, but when I explained about the
father Sherif having a visa he said he could do
something, but would require two passport
photos of the girl.

~-Now for the problem! The area Giashté does
not have a telephone line to it, so the family
can’t be contacted by telephone. Nor can they
be reached by the post, he claimed, because of
the disruption of services.

The Albanian Consul himself can’t travel to
Giashté as he 1s employed by the government
in Tirana and would be persona non grata in
the rebel south of the country.

He says that I should try to ring Nico Kanellos,
the Greek Consul General in Gjirokaster — and
tell him the situation. As I am a citizen of the
European Union, it séems my efforts will
carry more weight. It proves impossible to get
through to Mr Kanellos. A week earlier the
Herald Tribune had reported that gunmen had
entered the Greek Consul in Gjirokaster
demanding visas, and the Consul may have
closed down.

I say that I will try to contact the Greek

authorities on my return to England.
B

Postscript: Freedom has contacted the press office
at the Greek Embassy. A Mrs Laycock was unable
to help, but promised to get back to us. The
telephone number of the Greek Embasy in London
1s 0171-229 3850.
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ast week, the last of the European Security
Force led by the Italians landed in Albania.
The multinational force, some six thousand

strong, is going in to protect aid supplies and

presumably create some stability for the coming
elections in June.

It is a dodgy operation in which the overall
aims are far from clear. Both Greece and Italy
wanted Europe to put a force in to stop the flow
of refugees into their respective countries.

Below we report on the frontier politics of
fear and despair at the Greek border. Perhaps
an even greater tragedy struck in the Adriatic
Sea off the Italian coast, when an Italian warship
struck and sank a refugee ship last month.
Naturally there is great anger in Albania over
this incident.

The fear that this anger may lead to attacks
of the Italian forces in the Security Force split
the Italian government coalition and nearly
brought the Prime Minister down. Only the
support of centre-right opposition saved him.

An editorial in the Washington Post on 4th
April warned: “Italy, France and other likely
providers of peace-keepers (the United States
is indisposed) accept a responsibility to restore
stability. They are ill-prepared politically to
pay hard casualty costs.”

See page 4 for ‘Taking Care of Gangsters’
and also ‘Gypsies Expelled from Greece’,
with photographs

FREEDOM
REPORTER HELD

Freedom correspondent was detained at
the Greek/Albanian frontier when a row
broke out over his interviewing and photo-
graphing Albanian refugees outside the Greek
passport control building.

The Greek police seized his passport on 4th
April, just after he photographed Silvouies
Korroneci. He was taken into the passport
control building protesting that the authorities
had already examined his documents. A police
officer said we want to do yours twice.

Inside the building he sat down while the
police fiddled with his papers. All around him
there were groups of refugees arguing the toss
with uniformed functionaries. The police at
the Kakavia bridge are tough in their dealings
with the Albanians crossing into Greece, and
lax with holders of European Union passports.

The Albanians queue for ages outside a closed
door, while those of us with EU passports are
waved through. The Albanians are taught to
queue properly by a police officer wielding an
eight-foot long stick or rod, such as one might
use to control animals. Thin, and longer than
a shepherd’s staff, it can prod and poke even
the most recalcitrant Albanian into a straight line.

It 1s an item I once saw used in Africa by the
Moroccan police against their own citizens. It
shocked me then, and it outrages me now
when I think of its use by the Greek police on
the Albanians.

In the case of Freedom’s correspondent, his
passport was returned and he was released

after he flashed his Freedom Press card.






