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In the current political climate, we ask ...

WHY ANARCHISM?

n Freedom (‘The New Labour war-

mongers’, 4th October) we quoted
from the Defence Minister’s article on
government policy in the journal
Tribune. Now in a recent issue of the
same journal obviously intended for
the delegates to the recent Labour
Party conference, three unions — the
Steel and Metal, the Engineering and
the MDF (the professionals union) —
took a whole page advertisement
(26th September) and described
themselves as the “coalition to defend
workers in defence”.

The advertisement is headed “Ten
points from workers in defence”.
Points one and two complain that
under the Tories “400,000 highly
skilled men and women, 50% of all
workers in the defence industry, lost
their jobs”. The remaining 400,000
face loss of job security.

Point two maintains that
expenditure on defence under the
Tories came down from 5.3% of GDP
and the Labour lot plan to bring it
down to 2.6%. They accuse, in points
three and four, that the Labour
government is risking the lives of Our
Boys by denying them, and we quote,
“the up-to-date equipment”, meaning
that we must scrap the old stuff and
have the latest.

Point five is really worth
reproducing verbatim: “Too many of
the arms sold around the world are
made and exported by unstable
authoritarian states with none of the
checks and balances Westminster
and the British press provide”.

[t is sometimes said that the bigger
the lie the more chance there is of
assuming it to be the truth. For
goodness sake, the United States are
number one and Great Britain
number two in the armaments
exporting industry. The rest are
chicken-feed by comparison.

These trade unionists who signed
their names to that manifesto — Keith
Brookman, Ken Jackson, Roger
Lyons — should be laughed out of
court.

e repeat for the umpteenth
time, where is the enemy? And
if they say ‘There could be’ we will
answer by saying. ‘By the USA, this
country and France exporting arms,
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you are trying to create the enemy
just to justify an industry and a
situation which provides useless jobs
at the same time as all governments
are saying that they can’t afford to
keep hospital beds open, they can’t
afford free further education, they
can’t afford to make the lives of single
mothers and their kids less stressful,
and for years their Tory predecessors
couldn’t afford to relate the old age
pension to a percentage of average
earnings’ — and here are these
miserable trade union bosses
concerned with maintaining an
industry, the war industry, which, yes,
keeps 400,000 workers in useless
and disgusting jobs in order to get a
pay packet at the end of the week.

When will the workers rebel and
demand that their skills and
humanity can be released and used
to produce the services, the goods,
that we all need and which could be
provided with full employment and
with a working week of, say, twenty
hours? Utopia? certainly, if one only
thinks in capitalist terms - that is
that a job is a job which produces a
pay packet at the end of the week or
month (after all, there are millions of
City workers who think themselves
superior because they work in offices,
but most of them are producing paper
which is dealing with the wealth and
profits of a few at the expense of the
rest of us).

The capitalist society will only
disappear when enough people will
want and demand and use their power
to oppose. Journals like Freedom are
addressing themselves to people who
realise that the political parties have
nothing to offer as an alternative to
the capitalist system. And it is quite
clear that global capitalism is with us
with a vengeance and if we relied on
the trade unions to liberate the
working class from its shackles we
could go on hoping forever.

What, in this writer’s opinion, the
value and the importance of
anarchist propaganda such as
Freedom has been doing consistently
for more than a century is to convince
its readers that because we only have
one life to live we should seek to make
it as exciting and as rewarding as the
human mind and all the intellectual
and scientific contributions make
possible without depending on
government, local authority and all
the other bureaucrats who ignore one
if one is not asking favours from them.
In other words, this writer, at the end
of a long life, remains an anarchist
because anarchism has given a
meaning to life for him over the years.
Anarchism starts with you and me,
and those of us who are propagandists
are not seeking to convert govern-
ments or capitalists to anarchism, we
seek to communicate with the victims
of government, capitalism and
authoritarianism in all its shapes and
forms. It’s only when the victims of
capitalism know what kind of life they
want for themselves and refuse to do
jobs that are of no social value, or
even, as in the case of so-called
‘defence’ work which is completely
anti-social, something may start
happening. But don’t expect the
initiative to come from trade union
bosses, who are hand-in-glove with
the bosses. Their jobs depend on
there being bosses to fight? No, to
negotiate with them, because trade
unions would not exist in a non-
capitalist society.
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hat 1s ethnic cleansing in a community?
It 1s a totalitarian tendency. It 1s an
attempt by one socially dominant group to
impose certain cultural values upon another.
It leads to the annihilation culturally or
physically of the victimised culture if it 1s left
unchallenged.

Last week we were treated to the un-
acceptable face of feminism when the ‘female
supremacist’, the term Melanie Phillips used
in her book The Sex Change State, Harriet
Harman Secretary of State for Social Security
proclaimed her strategy on national childcare.
Protesting single mothers were ejected from
the House of Commons, as they had been from
the Standing Committee on 12th November.
The soaring cost of single parent benefits has
led to a government crackdown.

Ms Phillips accuses Harriet Harman of
promoting ‘the sex change state’ by pushing
Welfare to Work for single parents and setting
up childcare for them. This ‘New Feminism’,
as she calls i1t, amounts to women “marrying
the state™.

She claims that New Labour has become
wedded to female supremacism and that Ms
Harman 1s busy setting up committees of
middle class women MPs to advance the
doctrine. This orthodoxy, Melanie Phillips
writes, “has flowed into Britain from America
(that’s the USA)” and has become popular
“among social science researchers, public
sector professionals and much of the
chattering classes”.

Understandably the more street-smart single
mothers of the working classes don’t want to
be bullied into packing their kids off to some
state childcare agency and clocking-in at some
local sweatshop. They don’t accept Ms
Harman'’s version of the new feminist utopia.
And why should they take their cues from this
podgy-faced woman with her “middle class
metropolitan manner of a St Paul’s ex-head
girl”.

After all, this 1s the woman who in
opposition, as Shadow Minister, a year ago
said: “The way to get lone mothers out of
poverty ... is not by cutting the amount on
which they have to live year after year and
plunging them further into poverty”’. Now she
seems to believe that only poverty will get the
poor to work, while only riches and less tax
will get the rich to perform.

PERVERSE POLITICS OF CONTROL

The idea 1s being put about that all that is
stopping more women entering the labour
market 1s the absence of affordable childcare.
Ms Phillips insists “the figures do not support
the idea that thousands of mothers are
desperate to get a job”. Two Cambridge
economists, Shirley Dex and Robert
Rowthorn, reckon that no more than between
3% and 5% of all mothers with a child under
ten are prevented from working through lack
of childcare.

One can’t help but feel that jobless women
are going to be forced into the labour market
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by the state, which will take over the role of
‘mother’. The consequence will be more
cheap labour.

But Ms Harman is not just planning to cut
the single parent benefit. She has her eye on
disability and sickness benefits as well. The
benefits of Britain’s six million disabled could
be taxed, means-tested or time-limited.

The £100 billion social security budget has
led to some perverse political ideas in the past.

WILL SINGLE MOTHERS BE
SHORT-CHANGED?

John Redwood once suggested that teenage
lone mothers should hand over their babies for
adoption. Harriet Harman’s attempt to march
them off to work like the Seven Dwarfs is no
less sinister.

What’s more, it is all part of Gordon
Brown’s New Deal flagship fiscal strategy.
The same spirit infests the plan to impose
instant penalties on so-called ‘fraudulent
claimants’ and the switching of the burden of

—

HERE IS THE PROOF

ur report in Freedom (29th November)
°of the NF ‘march’ in Dover when the
Anti-Nazi League forced them to abandon
their march and where we asserted that the
NF contingent seemed like an outing from an
old people’s home is hereby corroborated by
photographer Mike Cohen who sent us this
photograph. The coach came all the way from
Newbury (just over a hundred miles) and
carried 32 people. The Kent police gave them

their usual protection reserved for right-wing
groups and they managed to traverse 75 yards
of the historic seafront before they got back
into their coaches and returned to wherever
they came from.

The people of Dover could do without such
provocation and the thousands of pounds
spent on police protection that Blair & Co.
should have spent on the welfare of Romany
families.

fortnightly

proof of identity to the claimant from 1st
December. Because of the difficulty in
winning cases claiming fraud by claimants in
court, Tony Blair plans to enforce full
repayment plus 30%. And, if the claimant
‘proof of identity’ project goes through, it
looks like the jobless will be on identity cards
before long.

MIDDLE CLASS MISSIONARIES AGAINST
ETHNIC CULTURE

This is happening in the UK against a
background in which large numbers of
Americans may soon be in peril of destitution,
when the law insisting that people on welfare
take jobs comes fully into force in eighteen
months. According to Ed Rendell, the mayor
of Philadelphia and chairman of the mayors’
welfare-to-work taskforce, there is “a serious
mis-match” between welfare recipients and
jobs available. The snag is most of the jobless
are in the inner cities when most of the
low-skilled jobs are out in the suburbs — most
of the unemployed don’t have cars and public
transport 1s not adequate.

Many of New Labour’s policies, like the
New Deal and Welfare to Work, are US
imports. The implied drugs war also has an
American ring to it. Melanie Phillips’s idea of
a kind of ideological feminism, which she
calls ‘female supremacism’, may be another
aspect of the purveyance of US cultural trash.

Ms Phillips refers to the North American
orthodoxy which “sees women as victims of
male domination”. She adds: “This female
supremacism, rather than feminism,
fundamentally despises, distrusts and dislikes
men’’.

My concern here is the attack on working
class culture and the ethnic cleansing it
perpetuates and entails. Even a popular and
semi-pornographic publication like Murder
Most Foul will today try to portray female
murderers as victims of men. For example:
“[Ulrike] Meinhoff had been a successful
middle class television personality, until she
met petty thief Andreas Baader” — the
implication being that Ms Meinhoff was
respectable until she fell in love with the
low-life Baader, who led her into a life of
crime and revolution.

The attack on the language of working
people by these missionaries of the prevailing
middle class orthodoxy is no less pernicious.
Working class people are being told how to
use language properly to fit in with various US
politically correct thought-police
pronouncements. Earlier this year an office
manager in Bolton, Ms Thomas, claimed she
had been driven to quit her job by the strong
language of her fellow workers. Anyone who
has worked on the shopfloor knows there are
strong cultural traditions and language. To
attack this class culture and to attack this use
of language by legislation is an attack on
ethnic groups — the English working classes,

their language, their dialect and their values.
Albert Shore
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ne of our children was a collector of
matchbox labels and we used to be sure
to collect, on our annual summer visit to
Cornwall, whatever additions there were to
the series of labels commemorating Cornish
Wrecks, which commemorated ancient and
modern shipwrecks around the Cornish coast.
This was before every shipwreck was a tanker
disaster spilling out crude o1l around the coast.
Naturally there was a folklore about luring
vessels to disaster on the rocks for the sake of
the loot to be gathered or the liquor to be
smuggled ashore.

There was another side to this local folklore,
which was that of the voluntary and paid
coastguards and of course the lifeboat service,
saving lives around that endless rugged and
rocky coastline. In a different context,
hundreds of miles up the coast, the story of
Compton MacKenzie’s, filmed as Whisky
Galore, celebrated the contraband cargo that
might be washed ashore for the gathering.

All this was brought back to me by a greeting
card from Cornwall this month. The coloured
picture on the front comes from the artist
André Ellis and shows a variety of sea
creatures exploring a mountain of consumer
desirables spread on the seabed and around the
rocks and seaweed. The caption was “The
container ship ‘Cita’ sinks off St Mary’s”. The
card, I learned, i1s published by Gullibles
Greetings Cards of Cadgwith, Cornwall.

And the text on the back of the card explains
the full history of the circumstances:

“A midwinter storm of unusual gusto swept over
sixty loaded containers from the decks of the Tokio
Express just off the Isles of Scilly in February 1997.
The containers broke up on the sea-bed, mingling
their bounty with that of previous wrecks and
setting the scene for the arrival of the Cita.

In the early hours of Wednesday 26th March
1997, the 3,038-ton ship Cita ran aground in Port
Hellick Bay, St Mary’s, on the Isles of Scilly. The
Antiguan-registered Polish-crewed container ship
was on her way from Southampton to Belfast when
she bumped into the Scillies and re-awakened the
dormant spirits of long ago ‘wreckers’. She became
a total loss, breaking up and sinking, while her
containers washed ashore with the sort of cargo that
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Wrecks and LETS

NATHAN CROALL
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GROWTH OF LOCAL EXCHANGE TRADING SYSTEMS

me of high unemployment in which community vaiues have been under i
and social isolation is increasing, many thousands of people have been
g invoived in Local Exchange Trading Systems — popularly known as
Beginning within the environmental movement, this radical grassroots
e has spread to all walks of life and there are now over 400 groups in
K and Ireland.

ntional money to buy and sell goods and services. Instead they can
3 their own currency and wealth, enabling them to develop their own
enhance their social lives, and aiso improve the local economy. ;

5 Act Locally Jonathan Croall visited groups in city, town and country,
ng both the benefits and problems, and the ways in which LETS can
people’s lives economically, socially and psychologically. The book also
5 how LETS are expanding into crucial areas such as housing, mental
row and develop in the twenty-first century.
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the islanders usually only dream of. From tobacco
to trainers, clothes to coat-hangers, shorts to shirts,
mahogany doors to mice for computers — plus an
incongruous mix of Action Men, bathroom scales
and spare tyres!”

I, of course, fell to pondering on the sociology
of this sudden cargo cult on the island of St
Mary’s. How did the young and active
beach-combers share their good fortune with
those who were, through disability or age,
unable to reach the shores? How, within a
small population, did they sort out the
appropriateness of particular items of bounty
to its recipients? How did the people cope with
the labour-intensive task of cleaning off the
effects of immersion in salt water and o1l1? It
struck me that what was needed in St Mary’s,
or in the Scilly Isles as a whole, was LETS —

— ABOVE THE PARAPETS —

IN THE

s I write, a disused petrol station 1n north

London is being occupied and used for
protest/performance/play by ‘Reclaim the
Streets’ (RTS), the anti-car culture direct action
organisation, to coincide with the Kyoto
conference on climate change. Simultaneously,
RTS has published a sort of ‘manifesto’. Like
many popular organisations, RTS 1s an
amalgam of different and rather formless
tendencies and ideologies. Its primary purpose
has been to hold ‘street parties’ to occupy land
devoted to cars and use it for people — while
causing major obstructions to city traffic and
headaches for the authorities. The undoubted
success of RTS has been in large part because
of its ability to tap into powerful currents in
youth culture, including the autonomous rave
scene. However, there are limits to the project

— COPY DEADLINE —

The next issue of
Freedom will be dated
10th January, and the

last day for copy
intended for this issue
will be first post on
Friday 2nd January
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as currently constituted, and some of the
reasons for this are apparent in the RTS
‘manifesto’ (my name for it, not theirs).

On the one hand, one reads that “the struggle
for car-free space must not be separated from
the struggle against global capitalism for in
truth the former is encapsulated in the latter”.
On the other, the street party is a ‘carnival’
which “celebrates temporary liberation from
the prevailing truth and the established order”,
marked by the “suspension of all hierarchical
rank, privileges, norms and prohibitions”. It
appears to me (and, as an outsider, I may be
entirely wrong about this) that much of the
‘idea’ of RTS, as opposed to its practice, 18

'linked to the idea of the Temporary

Autonomous Zone (about which Colin Ward
wrote in these pages a few months ago). The
TAZ (a concept devised by ‘Hakim Bey’ in a
book of that title) is precisely a moment of
celebration, a ‘carnival’ in which one explores
revolutionary experiences — temporarily.
Which is fine by itself. However, to make the
creation of TAZ experiences an end in itself —
the only end of activity — is profoundly
defeatist and ignores our responsibilities to
those millions of people who continue to suffer
and die as a result of the current social order.
As a strategy, limiting one’s aims to merely
creating fleeting experiences is “a counsel of
despair” as Hakim Bey himself
acknowledges. He replies that he: a) distrusts
the word ‘revolution’ (not an adequate
response); and b) believes that “nothing but a
futile martyrdom could possibly result now
from a head-on collision with the terminal
state”. Instead of the futility of martyrdom,

a Local Exchange Trading System. Maybe
they actually have one but, as everyone must
have learned by now, LETS is a way of over-
coming our lack of actual money without the
inevitable incompatibilities of barter which, as
the list of odd commodities salvaged from the
sea at St Mary’s shows, are considerable.

A LETS system is a group of people agreeing
to acquire or sell goods and services using a
notional currency by way of a cheque book.
There was a really excellent discussion of
LETS from an anarchist standpoint by Harold
Sculthorpe in The Raven (No. 31 for autumn
1995). Now a new book, Lets Act Locally, by
Jonathan Croall (Gulbenkian Foundation,
1997, £8) discusses the principles of LETS,

“simple but subversive”, and their spread
around England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland,

Hakim Bey chooses the futility of transience,
not recognising that there are alternatives to
both of these dead-ends.

The need to search for and construct such
alternatives is indicated by a passage which
ends the RTS ‘manifesto’:

“If you go to one demonstration and then go
home, that’s something, but people in power
can live with that. What they can’t live with 1s
sustained pressure that keeps building,
organisations that keep doing things, people
that learn from the last time and do it better
next time.”

This passage (which I suspect 1s a quotation
from Chomsky) enjoins us not only to keep on
struggling, but to create social organisations
and forces that can change dominant
institutions. What happens in the street is
undoubtedly part of that, but so 1s what
happens in the neighbourhood and what
happens in the workplace. What is needed 1s
not only celebration and protest, but also
organisation and the creation of programmes
for action which can plausibly promise an end
to social and environmental evils. The
‘carnival’, for all its heady delights, 1s a whirl
of social atoms, closer to a mob than an
organic community.

On the way back into Nepal from India, we
ran into a RTS-type protest. A local
communist leader had been assassinated and
the community reacted by occupying and
blockading the major highway into Nepal
(along which a great deal of traffic passed).
The highway was reclaimed for the people
(roadside communities have deep grievances
against the vehicles that roar along the
highway, killing and injuring people and
animals), and there was an unstoppable
expression of resistance. There was also a fair
amount of violence, with windows broken as
lorries tried to drive through the crowd. Like
the problem of ‘car culture’, the problem of
political oppression and violence was much
too wide to be solved by the occupation, but

considering the ways in which the LETS idea
can grow and develop in the 21st century.

Unlike some LETS propagandists, Croall is
carefully realistic about the prospects for local
groups, when the initial enthusiasm cools, and
when members find that the services they offer
might not be so well rewarded in a currency of
limited application. The fact that Croall can
report that there are nearly 450 groups
established in the UK and Northern Ireland
indicates that many of them have surmounted
these various growing pains.

But he concludes that the most critical issue
1s that of the relations of LETS activities with
the tax and benefits system. “If LETS are to
have any real and lasting impact on the poorest
and most disadvantaged sections of our
society, then people who are unemployed or
on low incomes will need to be totally
confident that they can join and trade in a
system without any danger of their benefits
being lost. At present they cannot do so,
because judgement on these matters is left in
the hands of officials in local Department of
Social Security offices, and is therefore
arbitrary, inconsistent and confusing.”

There are other 1ssues where different LETS
groups have a different experience. Some
believe that it is precisely a very local matter.
Others crave for wider links. In the county
where I live, Suffolk, there are now twelve
groups trading, and a group called Suffolk
InterLETS was established in 1996. Other groups
“think that the whole joy of LETS is that it’s
local, and that you shouldn’t go outside to
trade”. Others think that joint action makes
sense 1n relation to the country-wide anti-
poverty campaign. There are similar disagree-
ments over the involvement of local authorities.
Some councils have actually appointed
full-time LETS development officers. Some
groups resist council involvement. Jonathan
Croall has provided an enormously
informative account of this movement so far.

Colin Ward

Lets Act Locally 1s available for £8 plus £2 p&p
from Turnaround, Unit 3, Olympia Trading Estate,

Coburg Road, Wood Green, London N22 6TZ.

as in the case of RTS, the occupation
succeeded in certain limited aims and gave
people both a vent for their feelings and a
sense of their own power. However, in India,
the occupation of the road was part of a larger
process involving many more forms of protest
and resistance, within a wider network of
organisations — organisations which bound
together hundreds if not thousands of people.
When we go back to the petrol station in North
London, it’s pretty clear that RTS 1s 1n no
sense equivalent in its reach or relevance or
power to the communist party that rules West
Bengal.

RTS is a valuable part of the current political
scene. I hope that it goes on from strength to
strength, and in particular that it finds its links
to labour struggles such as the Liverpool
dockers enriching and unifying rather then
confusing and divisive. The sense I have,
though, is that ‘“TAZ-type’ thinking has a
worrying degree of influence.

Milan Rai
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SAFETY VERSUS CUT-THROAT

EDITORIAL COMMENTS

GOMPETITION IN TRAVEL

More than a year ago in the feature
‘Anarchist Comments in Brief’ (5th
October 1996) I was suggesting that the TWA
aeroplane that crashed off the USA coast shortly
after take-off on its flight to Paris was not the
result of a terrorist bomb, the immediate official
reaction, but of cutting corners where main-
tenance was concerned. My hunch was based
on the fact that “the plane (an old machine)
had just come from Paris to Miami and within
the space of three hours was to take off from
Paris. No wonder the officialdom wanted it to
be a bomb” (Freedom, 5th October 1996).

And the media played up to the official version,
including The Guardian (24th August 1996)
with a double-line headline: “Strongest
evidence yet of bomb on TWA flight”.

Well, after more than a year and a few
million dollars in fees for the experts, the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has at
last stopped looking for the terrorist’s bomb
and admits that “our investigation has found
absolutely no evidence to cause us to believe

A NATION OF GAMBLERS AND LOSERS 1t

would appear that the bookmakers will offer a
‘book’ on anything, not just greyhound or
horse races as one assumed years ago. Now
you can lay your money on any event from
when will the Queen die to when will we join
the EMU. One quotes the extremes but in
between pretty well all so-called ‘sport’
attracts gamblers on an enormous scale, and
the rackets at the same time. Football is one of
the main targets. A recent Mail on Sunday (9th
November) had a whole feature on “The fix
revealed: how much British sport is cheating
the public by rigging results”. What is involved
1s that the competitors are prepared for a
consideration (more than a consideration) to
lose a match or a race. Presumably for the
bookmakers to go on taking bets they must
also be 1n the racket to know who is going to
win. In a sense the whole business 1s rather
pathetic for the innocent punters who put on a
quid or two just hoping that they have chosen
the winner(s). Recently it has also been revealed
that the players themselves are betting on their
own games. Which way, one may well ask —
especially i1f you happen to be the goalkeeper.

SUMMERHILL’S MOTHER DIES One of the

most moving obituaries I have ever read
appeared in The Guardian about Eva Nelill,
A.S. Neill’s second wife, who had just died at
the age of 88 and who had been there from the
early 1940s (at the time she was actually
working in America but had her son from her
first marriage at Summerhill) and when she
wrote to Neill saying that she was going to
take him away Neill offered her a job as the
cook. She accepted and in 1944 married him
in spite of the fact that he was 27 years her
senior. When Neill died in 1973 she took over

the running of Summerhill, about which she

was as expert as Neill himself, and it was only

in 19835 that she retired as headmistress, handing
over to their daughter Zoe Readhead, with
whom I had the pleasure of a conversation
over the telephone recently and she convinced
me that she was her mother’s daughter in that
she would not compromise with the inspectors
about the issue of freedom that has all along
been the raison d’étre of Summerhill.

WHO’S CHEATING IN THE FISH WAR? This

1s a topic often dealt with in Freedom with the
‘British’ always accusing the ‘foreigners’ of
cheating in spite of the fact that the Brits have
openly been selling their quotas to the Dutch
and Spaniards. But the latest bit of scandal
defies any attempt to present the British fishing
industry as other than another capitalist racket.
The Sunday Telegraph (23rd November), of

that the tragedy was the result of a criminal
act” (The Independent, 14th November 1997).

Apparently though the FBI are no longer
involved the NTSB (National Transportation
Safety Board) are continuing with their
‘investigations’. Perhaps in a few years time
they will come to the conclusion that a lack of
proper maintenance, and the fact that it was an
old machine, were the reasons why 230 people
lost their lives.

hy I bring up the TWA crash is not to
say ‘Freedom told them so’. It 1s to
emphasise that cutting corners where safety 1s
concerned has been a noticeable feature of
privatisation of public transport. Last month,
for instance, there was a report of a rail crash
in Cumbria where a conductor was killed and
both drivers and 25 passengers injured. The
crash was in January 1995 — nearly two years
ago — and the report by the Health and Safety
executive only now concludes that “it could
have been avoided if staff had put warnings on

ANARCHIST COMMENTS IN BRIEF

all papers, reports a “Crackdown on fishing
quota fraudsters” — and it’s not referring to
‘foreigners’ but our own native fishermen. A
report by Hull University, a copy of which was
apparently passed on to The Sunday Telegraph,
“shows that six new Scottish super-trawlers
have declared engine power at little more than
half that listed by the manufacturers. By
claiming to have less power, the vessels
appear smaller than they are and the owners
are able to save hundreds of thousands of
pounds on their licence fees. There is growing
evidence that the extra capacity of the new
trawlers 1s enabling them to land huge
quantities of ‘black fish’ for which they have
no quota. Chris Tucker, a chartered engineer
based in Hull, said: ‘Anyone can de-rate an
engine so that it 1s less powerful. It 1s a simple
matter of adjusting a throttle stop. It would
only be cheating if you then remove the stop
after registering an engine power. I wouldn’t
dream of saying whether it happens in fishing
or not — draw your own conclusions’.”
Surely we have. What’s the point of such a

powerful engine and not using it?

Wibbohl

Neither

greenhousegasesnor | sdacscsfor

Aydiro-clestic

nuclear emissions !! Nkanpam'.“

the line after their train had been derailed”
(Guardian, 21st November 1997).

And my question to these experts 1s: which
staff! For as any rail traveller will have
observed, there are now virtually no staff as
everything connected with the railways i1s
being operated by computers miles away from
the centre of operations, that is the tracks over
which the trains operate. Just recently 1t was
reported that the remaining signal boxes — a
few thousand still — are to be scrapped and

transferred to the ‘magic’ computers. Not only

accidents, what about the delays? Every morning
on the radio we not only learn of three-mile
hold-ups on the roads because lorries have
turned over and blocked the highway, but also
train delays because of either signal or points
failures. When there were signal boxes there
were no such problems and when the country
was smothered in a yellow fog trains were not
delayed because there were staff along the
lines giving the go-ahead to the trains with
fog-bangers which were actually put on the

The latest news on this little fraud job is that
the government is thinking about it “including
putting seals or even microchips to trawler
engines to prevent any tampering”. Can you
imagine that the super-trawler owners haven't
thought about that possibility?

Grimsby MP Austin Mitchell refers to the
whole racket as a vicious circle. “We get more
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