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Forget the horsey lobby ...

The Land is Ours!
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This photograph is taken from the book Freedom to Roam by Harold Sculthorpe, published by Freedom Press (80 pages, £3.50)

ince Freedom goes to press before
the ‘invasion’ of Hyde Park, London,
on lst March by the ‘Countryside
Marchers’, one is commenting on an
event which will, in numbers, be a
success but will hardly impress the
urban population with what the
purpose of this invasion of one of their
many open spaces (Hyde Park has
over six hundred acres, including the
Serpentine, fantastic flower beds, trees
and open spaces, not to mention
Rotten Row for the horse riders) is all
about because in fact this is a mass
invasion by the hunting-and-shooting
fraternity.

This writer is less concerned with
the fate of the foxes or the rabbits, but
with the fact that these people are
also the owners of our land. Half of
the land of this island of ours is
owned by just one per cent, and not

only do they do with it what they like
but they also prevent you and me
from walking over their land, even
when there are official signposts
saying that there is a footpath. Go on
it and you will follow the hedge (if it is
still there) and sink in the mud
because it has been ploughed up.
We were sorry to see that Tribune
(13th February) accepted a whole-
page advertisement for the ‘Countryside
March’ knowing full well that it was
organised by the hunting/shooting
fraternity, which includes the large
landowners who haven’t even stuck a
fork in the ground in their entire lives,
but are only concerned with increas-
ing their property and what is now so
noticeable in the cereal prairie (Suffolk
and Norfolk) is that much of the land
is being farmed by contractors, and
hence larger machines and fewer farm

workers. That same issue of Tribune
published a letter from the TGWU (the
farm workers no longer have their
own union and those who still belong
to a union have top join the Transport
& General Workers Union) pointing
out that those millionaire hunting
and shooting rebels will be invading
Hyde Park to defend those of us who
still live and work in the countryside
(including this writer, who has
managed to make a living for two
people for thirty years from a modest
hectare, or 2.7 acres). Nonsense, they
will just be defending the millions of
acres that should belong to all of us,
as should all the footpaths, all the
land, all the seas and oceans belong
to all of us and not to the exploiters
of not just our labour but also our
planet. Surely this is what anarchism
is all about.








