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n his 1999 Reith lectures (published
as Runaway World by Polity Press,
1999) Anthony Giddens observes
that: “For increasing numbers across the
world, life 1s no longer lived as fate — as
relatively fixed and determined.
Authoritarian government becomes out
of line with other life experiences,
including the flexibility and dynamism
necessary to compete in the global
electronic economy. Political power

Jack Straw

anarchist fortnightly

13th November 1999

Deepening Democracy

based upon authoritarian command can no
longer draw upon reserves of traditional
deference, or respect”. Giddens 1s a
fascinating writer and his erudite
attempts to reformulate a liberal,
progressive, social democracy often
contain insights of real value. Giddens
has tried to outline a philosophical and
political Third Way, and has become
identified with the Blairite New Labour
project. Giddens sees the globalisation

of capital and the increased possibilities
of information technology as requiring a
new politics: “In a de-traditionalising
world, politicians can’t rely upon the old
forms of pomp and circumstance to
justify what they do. Orthodox
parliamentary politics becomes remote
from the flood of change sweeping
through peoples’ lives”. Politics as the
oil that greases the wheels for business
cannot continue. “A deepening of
democracy 1s required, because the old
mechanisms of government don’t work
in a society where citizens live in the
same information environment as those
in power over them.”

Gidden’s hope that New Labour will
be heralds of this new politics must now
appear to him 1ll-founded. Blair and co
are well aware that they share the same
‘information environment’ as those over
which they govern — unlike Giddens,
though, where he sees opportunity, they
see threat. Labour’s commitment i1s to a
flexible low-wage, high-skill, de-
unionised economy, with workfare, in
the form of the New Deal, used as a
permanent drag anchor on wages.
Labour know that the ‘new information
environment’ has coincided with, as
Giddens observes, “widespread dis-
1llusionment with democratic processes.
In most Western countries levels of trust
in politicians have dropped over past
years. They know that this puts their
project at risk. Hence the spin doctoring
efforts of Alastair Campbell, and Jack
Straw’s gutting of the proposed Freedom
of Information Bill. As The Guardian’s
Hugo Young commented: “Introducing
the Bill in the Commons, Jack Straw
duly proposed himself as the agent of
pragmatic enlightenment. In truth, he’s
the instrument of darkness” (Guardian,

25th May 1999).
(continued on page 2)
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If voting changed any¢hin

he moves to elect a London Mayor
purport to be part of Tony Blair’s
plans for the ‘democratisation’ of
Britain, the creation of a ‘new politics’
designed to rejuvenate civil society. Like so
much else about New Labour, the spin tells
us we're moving towards a more open,
pluralistic society, while 1n reality
‘democracy’ slips that little bit further away.
What’s on offer i1s a neutered Greater
London Council, gutted of any real powers.
Blair knows that the 1984 GLC abolition was
deeply unpopular with Londoners but, like
Thatcher, has no desire to see an independent
political force in the capital. In consequence,
New Labour gives us the semblance of
democracy, but a democracy without content.
What the Conservative Party says or does
is of little relevance to anyone these days, but
they’ve decided to consolidate their image as
a travelling circus full of cannibalistic freaks
with little else to do than devour each other,
by putting forward that paragon of virtue
Lord Archer as their mayoral candidate. A
plagiarist and fraudster, Archer might well be
the consummate modern politician. Archer
knows London, he tells us. Of course he does
— just occasionally he deigns to visit, staying
in his luxury Thameside penthouse, Alembic
House at 93 Embankment. Most of the time
he lives in the Old Vicarage in Grantchester,
Cambridgeshire — a mansion house with its
own sculpture garden.
Archer’s London home used to be a film set
— used 1n the original Sweeney film and A
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Given that much of Archer’s account of his
life 1s a fantasy, the setting couldn’t be more
appropriate.

New Labour can’t even contemplate the
exercise of its much-vaunted one member,
one vote system when it comes to selecting
its candidate. In order to scupper the chances
of former GLC leader Ken Livingstone, it’s
returned to the electoral college system to
ensure that Frank Dobson gets the
opportunity to manage LL.ondon as if it were a
failing NHS hospital! (Perhaps Dobson will
launch a capital-wide Private Finance
Initiative and sell us all off to McDonalds as
cheap labour, with the proviso that we get to
buy back our freedom in ten years time, at
five times the price at which we were sold?)

In London, of course, the streets flicker
with gold in the Piccadilly starlight and and
life 1s an endless carousel — or should that be
a ride on the millennium wheel? In reality
London 1s a city crippled by strategic
planning failures and years of infrastructural
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neglect. The London Borough of Tower
Hamlets has over 20% unemployment, and a
constituency ravaged by poverty and poor
health. As Sam Everington, a Tower Hamlets
GP, puts it: “By whatever measure you use —
HIV, mental health problems, alcohol or drug
dependency — we’re at the bottom of the
heap. I've got two families where five in each
have had tuberculosis.When I was at medical
school I thought that was a disease I would
never see. People here look ten years older
than they actually are.” The de-industrialisation
policies of the Thatcher/Major years have
scarred the capital. Between 1981 and 1991
ten of the thirty London boroughs lost
between 10% and 27% of their jobs. London
lost 12.9% of total jobs between 1991 and
1994. Unemployment in London 1s
approximately 12% higher than for the UK
as a whole, and in inner London it stands at
16.5%. London has a higher percentage of its
population in the 15-44 sector than elsewhere
in the UK (23.7% of males, 23.4% of females,
compared to 21.6% of males, 20.8% ot
females elsewhere). With a young population
comes high childbirth rates and pressure for
new housing.

Housing privatisation, though, has removed
over 100,000 units of social housing stock
from the public sector and placed it into
private hands. In April 1994 about 5% of
total housing stock was recorded as ‘empty’
(143,000 properties) and 8% (229,000) was
deemed ‘statutorily unfit for human habitation’.
In The same year 31,239 households were
accepted as homeless by London boroughs (a
figure which does not include those not
eligible for housing through immigration
status, lack of priority need due to being
young, single, etc.).

Poverty and poor housing are not evenly
distributed across the borough. Hackney has
30.7% of its population in receipt of income
support — twice the London average of
16.6%. Kingston-upon-Thames has the
lowest three year average perinatal mortality
rate (five per 1,000 live births) and the lowest
unemployment rate (6.3%). Lambeth has the
highest perinatal mortality rate (10.2) and
unemployment of 18.7% (all figures from
London Research Centre).

London — its land and its people — exists as a
playground for big business, with Londoners
fodder for its schemes. The Docklands
development project which gave us the
Docklands Light Railway and the monument
to avarice which 1s Canary Whart took place

fortnightly
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yards away from a community which once
saw its identity as based around docklands
industry but which has seen all it believed to
be permanent made transient, and is now left
with a legacy of overcrowding and unemploy-
ment. The sociologist Zygmunt Bauman 1n
his book Globalization (Polity Press, 1998)
observes that, in an age where information
technology and political process combine to
allow capital complete mobility, “the mobility
acquired by ‘people who invest’ — those with
capital, with money which the investment
requires — means the new, indeed
unprecedented in its radical unconditionality,
disconnection of power from obligations:
duties towards employees, but also towards
the younger and weaker, towards yet unborn
generations and towards the self-reproduction
of the living conditions of all; in short,
freedom from the duty to contribute to daily
life and the perpetuation of the community”.
Such disconnection is apparent in every
aspect of London life.

What matters i1s the extent to which the
pattern of everyday life 1s determined by the
needs of capital or the needs of those of us
who live and work in London. The race to be
London mayor is irrelevant to that struggle,
despite the protestations of the left to the
contrary. As Ken Livingstone once
acknowledged: “If voting changed anything,
they’d abolish it”. The emergence of forces
prepared to contend with the will of capital,
to wrest control of life from the drive for
profit — whether it be the coalition of trade
unionists, transport users and victims’
relatives which has come together to form the
Safety on Trains Action Group, the groups of
tenants across the borough committed to
opposing privatisation of council housing,
the Ford workers striking against racism, the
relatives of the victims of racial and police
violence who form the United Families and
Friends Campaign, and the J18 fighters in the
heart of the City — these are the forces which
contain the hope of the new in the rotting
belly of the old. All the Mayoral beauty
contest proves 1s that, as Richard Gott wrote
on the abolition of the GLC 1n 1984, Labour
(Old and New) 1s “the party of the block vote
and the fudged manifesto, the party of the
tower block and the decayed inner city ... It
1s a party that has taken a long time to die. Its
putrefying corpse still poisons the present
and casts 1ts baleful shadow over the future”

(Guardian, 17th June 1984).

Nick S.
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he fifteenth annual Worldwide Anti-
TMcDonald’s Day was on Saturday

16th October (UN World Food Day) —
a protest against the promotion of junk food,
the unethical targeting of children, exploitation
of workers, animal cruelty, damage to the
environment and the global domination of
corporations over our lives. There were
hundreds of local protests on or around 16th
October all over the world, so far we know of
425 protests 1n 23 countries.

On Friday 15th October there was also a
day of action versus McDonald’s all over
France, called by the farmers of Confederation
Paysanne against economic globalisation.
This followed contacts with us in London
about the global day of action. As part of the
global protests, there were also some events
on 12th October — an annual day of solidarity
with McDonald’s workers. This stems from
the death by electrocution at work of crew
member Mark Hopkins in Manchester,
England, on 12th October 1992.

In the UK London Greenpeace picketed
McDonald’s 1in The Strand, Central London.
Forty people participated for two hours,
including a blockade/sit-down 1in The Strand
itself for 25 minutes. Over four thousand
leaflets were handed out. We also heard about
protests outside stores across the UK.

Just two weeks previously, on 2nd October,
McDonald’s were commemorating the 25th
anniversary of the opening of their first store
in the UK, in Woolwich, South East London.
Joining in the spirit of the occasion, and
celebrating 25 years of growing opposition to
McWorld, activists held up ‘25 years of
McJunk’, and ‘McDonald’s Guilty -
Exploiting Workers, Destroying the
Environment, Murdering Animals’ banners,
slap bang in the middle of the proceedings.
They also handed out four thousand leaflets
to enthusiastic passers-by.

Three million leaflets have now been handed
out in the UK alone since 1990 (when the
McDonald’s Corporation served libel writs
on Helen and Dave aiming to suppress the
London Greenpeace leafletting campaign)
and it 1s now distributed worldwide — we
have copies in 27 languages.

As well as the mass distribution of leaflets
by thousands of local activists, the global
campaign against McDonald’s has continued
to grow this year — there have been millions
of hits to ‘McSpotlight’, many determined
residents’ campaigns against new stores
(including currently a 310-day continuous
residents’ occupation of a site of a planned
new store near Kingston in South London),
mass anti-McDonald’s protests by French
farmers, a crew unionisation success In a
store in Canada (for the first time in the
North American continent) and general bad

publicity for the Corporation as a result of
the McLibel case.
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In March this year in the House of Lords,
the McLibel Appeal resulted in further
important victories for campaigners. The
Defendants have now lodged a petition to the
House of Lords, and after that will go to the
European Court of Human Rights if necessary
to seek to overturn the UK’s oppressive libel
laws.

Helen and Dave, representing themselves,
are seeking to defend the public’s right to
criticise companies whose business practices
affect people’s lives, health and environment,
arguing that multinational corporations should
no longer be able to sue for libel. They will

‘also argue that publishing material about

matters of public importance and interest
should be protected by ‘qualified privilege’ —
a point related to the matters currently being
heard by the House of Lords in the libel case
of the former Irish Prime Minister Albert
Reynolds versus The Sunday Times. Helen
and Dave also seek an end to unfair and
oppressive defamation laws and procedures.

But most importantly for McDonald’s they
are seeking leave to argue that, having now
won the bulk of the issues in dispute with the
fast-food corporation, they should have won
the case outright. After a controversial 314
day trial ending in June 1997, in which the
defendants had been denied Legal Aid and
their right to a jury trial, Mr Justice Bell ruled
that: McDonald’s marketing has “pretended
to a positive nutritional benefit which their
food [high in fat and salt, etc.] did not
match”; that McDonald’s “exploit children™
with their advertising strategy; are “culpably
responsible for animal cruelty”; and “pay
low wages, helping to depress wages in the
catering trade.” Significantly McDonald’s
did not appeal over these damning rulings
against their core business practices, stating
that the Judge was ““correct in his conclusions™!

(continued from page 8)

In office Straw has presided over moves to
take away the right to elect for trial by jury of
approximately 18,000 defendants per year.
He’s pioneered an asylum bill which makes 1t
almost impossible for asylum seekers to see
Britain as a place of refuge from persecution
under the terms of the 1951 UN Convention
on the Status of Refugees. His
‘comprehensive’ review of the Prevention of
Terrorism Act made ‘temporary’ legislation
permanent and extended its operation to
cover political organisations and activities
throughout the UK.

‘Dirty Jack’ (as The Observer once labelled
him) has become a staunch advocate of
Guilliani-style zero-tolerance policing (a
policy designed not to prevent crime but to
confine it to the most socially deprived areas
— to make certain that crime becomes
something the poor do to each other). He's
flown to the States to get the low-down on
Clinton’s penal policies. Since Clinton came
to power in 1992 the number of Americans in
jail has risen from 1,200,000 to 1,800,000.
The state of California now spends more on
jails than on higher education. Blair and
Straw have already presided over a rise in the
prison population to over 65,000 — the highest
on record. Straw’s grim fascination with LA
law (the LA County Jail houses over 20,000
inmates in cells built for 12,000) and his
miracle conversion to private prisons (out of
office he thought they were “morally
repugnant”; in power he welcomes their
“lower staff ratios, lower staff costs, fewer
staff holidays and ... longer working week™)
suggests he intends prison numbers to rise
yet further. The logic employed is simple
enough. As Nick Cohen has noted: “Rather

Anti-McDonald’s campaign news

(McDonald’s
January 1999).
The McLibel Two failed to convince the
judge on all 1ssues, however, and so appealed.
On March 31st the Court of Appeal added
to those damning findings, after a 23-day
hearing earlier this year. Lord Justices Pill,

written submissions 5th

May and Keane ruled that it was fair

comment to say that McDonald’s employees
worldwide “do badly in terms of pay and
conditions”, and true that “if one eats enough
McDonald’s food, one’s diet may well
become high in fat, etc.,with the very real
risk of heart disease”. Damages against the
defendants were reduced from £60,000 to
£40,000. The defendants believe that no
damages should have been awarded at all, in
light of the findings made against McDonalds.

In September 1998 Helen and Dave launched
proceedings against the Metropolitan Police

A weekend
Photographer’s

Notebook

VERNON RICHARDS

than be tough on the causes of crime, a policy
that would necessarily involve the
redistribution of wealth, New Labour 1s
jailing more citizens than any government in
modern history” (in Cruel Britannia, Verso,
1999). In his detailed and illuminating
indictment of US penal policy, Lockdown
America (Verso, 1999), Christian Parenti
comments that in the Reagan-Bush-Clinton
drive to restore profitability through the
disciplining of labour, “all alternative avenues
of sustenance had to be closed. Thus we had
the ... near total evisceration of all New Deal
and Great Society forms of downward
redistribution and working class protections.
The great business counter-offensive of the
'80s and ’90s has helped restore profits, but
it has also re-created the perennial problem
of how to manage the surplus, excluded, and
cast-off classes. This then is the mission of
the emerging anti-crime police state. As the
class structure polarises in the interests of
profitability, the state must step in to deploy
and justify police terror, increased
surveillance and over-use of incarceration.
But the politics of punishment works 1n two
ways: it contains ‘and controls those who
violate the class-based laws of our society,
but prison also produces a predator class that,
when returned to the street, frightens and
disorganises communities, effectively driving
poor and working people into the arms of the
state, seeking protection”.

Straw’s penal policies to date, and Blair’s
clear intention to pursue the Thatcherite goal
of a low-wage casualised economy at the
working class’s expense, suggest that what
has been carried out to such terrible effect in
the USA is what New Labour intends here.

Welcome, then, to the real Third Way.

Commissioner. Their claim results from the
fact that, during the McLibel trial, it was
brought to light that police officers had passed
private (and false) information about the
defendants to private investigators hired by
McDonalds. During the trial, McDonald’s head
of security (and former Met superintendent)
Sid Nicholson told the court that McDonalds’
security were all ex-policemen, and if he ever
wanted information on protesters he would
go to his contacts in the police.

The McLibel trial ,and support actions,have
been a real DIY victory — echoing and
drawing on the recent battles over the poll
tax, Criminal Justice Act, and over control of
our homes, environment and workplace. We
hope the campaign has shown how ordinary
people can take control over our lives and
reclaim our world.

McLibel Support Campaign / London Greenpeace

5 Caledonian Road, London N1 9DX
e-mail: mclibel @ globalnet.co.uk
info: www.mcspotlight.org

A Weekend
Photographer’s Notebook
Vernon Richards

Vernon Richards makes no claim to break new
ground, but his humane eye allows important
qualities to shine through his photographs. Their
straightforward honesty and compassion vividly
reveal the great interest in, and friendship towards,
his fellow men and the world about us. This weekend
‘button-presser’ shows us just how much can be
achieved by an energetic enthusiast whose simple
equipment would be considered laughable by today’s
gadget-laden photographers, both amateur and
professional.

This book containing 170 photographs 1s available
from Freedom Press at £6.95 (post free in UK, add
15% for p&p overseas).

Freedom Press

84b Whitechapel High Street, London E1 7QX

Where Anthony Giddens talks of the
“deepening”’, “democratising’” of democracy,
the Blairites pursue its denial. Where
Giddens enthuses over the potential for real
freedom, and “more active, reflexive
citizenries’ offered by the “active
communication” of the information
revolution, New Labour concern themselves
with the suppression of information, the

preservation of ‘information monopoly’.
Nick S.
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n the eve of Halloween tyrannical
Otaskmaster Peter White, A&L bank

chief’s executive, was shown the
door. He went amid calls for a more
‘consensual style of leadership’ from other
members of the bank’s management boards.
Andrew Garfield, the Independent’s financial
editor, writes that Mr White “was renowned
for his abrasive style”.

A spokesman for the A&L management
board said that “the board, for some time,
had become increasingly uncomfortable with
Mr White’s style”. City Comment in The
Daily Telegraph suggests Mr White’'s
relationship with his board “was a classic
example of an abusive relationship”.
Allegedly he once said his board were only
fit to visit the Chelsea Flower Show, and he
recently told his board to rubber-stamp an
A&L merger with the Bank of Ireland. It was
when this merger fell through that Mr
White’s abrasive attitude was blamed.

When last month the A&L board held a
meeting to hear “presentations about defence
strategies” from their investment bankers,
Peter White was shocked to find his fellow
management of Chelsea Flower Show fans
didn’t much like him. According to the
Telegraph’s City Comment his last reported
words were: “This 1s my company. How can
you do this?”

Since the sacking Mr White does not seem
to have been available for comment.
Rumours inside the company suggest he has
left the country. He will not be exactly
penniless, however — he was paid £878,000
in salary and bonus last year, and has a two-
year notice period. He also holds options on
shares in A&L worth £1.7 million. Though
so bitter was the bust-up at A&L that there 1s
now some doubt if he will get all his option
entitlements.

‘It’s like 1984"

Ought we to worry about boardroom rows in
the British banking sector? After all, as the
banking editor of The Financial Times,
George Graham, wrote: “Mr White’s falling
out with the A&L board reflects the increasing
pressure on managements in the rapidly
changing UK banking industry”. The A&L 1s
the third bank 1n a year, after Barclays and
Nat West, whose chairman has had to take on
the additional role of chief executive. The
only thing is that A&L hasn’t tried to hide the
obvious animosity at the top.

Mr White took over the Alliance &
Leicester in 1991, changing it from a building
society to a bank. He had a particular talent
for cost cutting, and stripping out middle
management. Meanwhile many of the staff
have either been corralled in call centres or
shunted around into ‘branches of the future’
and told what insurance policies to push.
Some time ago they had been told to go full
blast to sell endowment mortgages — now we
know how many house buyers are liable to
finish up owing money when their mortgage
period comes to an end.

In some respects Mr White seems to have
been conservative and has not gone in for
internet banking. But he’s been so
parsimonious, even mean, when 1t comes to
getting rid of some staff. Rather than pay
people full redundancy some branch managers
have been driven off their rocker with work-
related stress accompanied by harassment
from regional managers. Elsewhere there
have been reports of attempts at ‘constructive
dismissal’ of some staff by trying to set them
up for charges of ‘incompetence’.

HOME NEWS

The change from a mutual building society
to a bank has left the staff with a feeble trade
union set-up called ALGUS. Management
seems to have been given a virtual free rein
to re-write job contacts to suit itself. The call
centres staff are monitored to the nth degree.
One employee told me “It’s like 1984 —
records are kept of our visits to the toilet and
for how long™.

Modern times

It reminds me of that Fritz Lang film
Metropolis. Indeed, Peter White looks like an
overfed version of John Frederson, the
‘super-efficient industrialist’ in that film (last
week The Daily Mirror caricatured him as
‘Mr Blobby’). The staff are pressed to pursue
ever increasingly impossible targets, sweating
in call centres with headphones squeezing
their skulls like lemons and chasing leads to
customers.

This is interesting because the first job I
had in a factory the blue-collar workers were
timed while visiting the toilet — their clock
numbers were taken and a clerk checked on
them to make sure they had no longer than a
seven-minute shit. The office staff were
spared this indignity. Now it seems that, at
least at the Alliance & Leicester, white-collar
workers will gain a kind of equality suffered
by blue-collar workers.

[ suspect there is growing evidence of crude
use of power on the shopfloor and in offices.
New technology will help bosses in this
respect. This contradicts the claims of Noam
Chomsky, the noted anarchist theorist, who
said of George Orwell’s book 7984: *“I think
it’s a really tenth-rate novel”. Chomsky
continues: “... in England and the United
States we do not use or control the devices he
[Orwell] described, crude vicious use of
highly visible power”. In /984 Chomsky
says that Orwell “was talking about what he
expected to happen in the industrial
democracies, and as a prediction that was
very bad, and hasn’t happened”.

Well, it’s true that we haven’t reached a
level of crudity in which people are being
shot in the back of the head for failing to
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Alliance & Leicester coup:
bully boy boss booted

believe in Big Brother, or Peter White, or
Corporate America. But in the corporate
offices and on the shopfloors of both
England and the United States a level of
crudity in the abuse of power is reached,
which is good enough (or bad enough) to be
going on with, even if it doesn’t come up to
the 71984 Orwellian ideal of brute power.
Chomsky is probably right to argue that
elites in industrial democracies like the

United States and the UK are more subtle in .

their thought control of the general public

"and in the manufacture of citizen consent.

But in the workplace, inside the big
corporations, brute force 1S more common-
place. The intellectual can become so
entranced with the big picture that he can
overlook the details of his own society,
which have more immediate impact on
everyday life for most of us.

The brutal treatment of labour at Alliance &
Leicester is one aspect of modern
developments. The change of policy last
week by Marks & Spencer to stop using local
companies as suppliers and to start importing
from abroad — that probably means third
world cheap labour suppliers — i1s another
aspect, probably more in line with Chomsky’s

arguments about globalisation.
Albert Shore

Please renew
your subs early

ore than half of subscriptions to
Freedom expire at the end of the
year. Your subscription is one of

these if the number 6024 appears on the
address label (the current issue 1s 6022, 1.e.
volume 60 number 22).

Our one-person volunteer subscriptions
department would like subscribers to spread
the load of year-end renewals by renewing
early, and will reward those who do so by
writing a thank you note on the
acknowledgement slip.

Thanks from all of us to those who have
already renewed early.

Now he’s back,claiming  Yikes! Wemightgeta
hypocritical con-man
as Prime Minister ¥

to be gay, foreign, and
compassionate.
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— REVIEVWY —

eace News (often known as PN) 1s an
P ‘anarcho-pacifist’ periodical, which
. has tended to be pacifist first and
anarchist second. It was founded in 1936 as a
weekly newspaper, and remained as such
into the 1970s. Originally the journal of the
Peace Pledge Union, it became more
independent (and more anarchist) in the "60s.
In the 1970s it became a fortnightly, then a
monthly, and for a year or two ceased
publication altogether.

Early this year it was re-launched as a 52-
page quarterly (with the first issue out in
May, and the second in September. (Why 1s it
that magazines claiming to be weekly or
fortnightly manage to appear as regularly as
clockwork, but a quarterly has the utmost
difficulty in ‘keeping regular’?). The War
Resisters International is involved in Peace
News Ltd, which publishes the magazine.

In order to keep readers in touch with anti-
militarist and other news and events 1n
Britain, part of the group which produces
Peace News are also issuing an eight-page
monthly, called Non-Violent Action.

The quarterly Peace News devotes each
issue, in part, to a particular theme, in the
manner of The Raven, or Anarchy in the ’60s.
The first was on ‘Law, War and
Disobedience’, the second on ‘Ecology and
Non-Violent Revolution’. As well as long
theoretical articles, they contain practical
pieces; in the May issue ‘Tools’ section i1s a
long piece — ‘Fences: The Definitive
[1lustrated Guide’ — on various methods of
getting over or through different sorts of
security fences, and in the September 1ssue
there are items on building a tree house and
making a bicycle-trailer. This sort of thing
will not only be of interest to pacifists. The
magazine also contains news from around
the world, and fierce controversies in 1its
letters pages. All in all, an interesting and

well-produced publication.
BRM

The quarterly Peace News costs £2.50 and is
available in the Freedom Press Bookshop (if
ordering by post please add 10% for p&p in
the UK, 20% elsewhere).
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ur comrade Philip Sansom died on
the 24th October, at the age of 83.
No obituary can convey the
likeability of the man, his creativity, his
energy, his enthusiasm for anarchism, his
joy in life or his generosity.

During the 1950s and 1960s, on sunny
Sundays, people would gather on the grass
near Hyde Park Speakers’ Corner, sun-
bathing, picnicking, keeping a vague eye
on the successive speakers for the
London Anarchist Group, until Philip got
up to speak. Then they would swarm towards
the platform, sometimes adding three or four
hundred to the audience. They came to be
entertained by his eloquence, and his quick-
witted but always courteous response to
questioners and hecklers. Of his generation,
only the methodist Donald Soper could
match him as an open-air speaker. Many
middle-aged anarchists today testify that it
was Philip in Hyde Park, or on the platform
at Manette Street or Tower Hill, who first
convinced them of the anarchist case.

At the Malatesta Club, his talents were used
for simple entertainment. He once announced
that he had composed a calypso about an
‘underground movement’, which turned out
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