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T
his man is a policeman. His job is 
uphold the law, and to maintain 
what the state calls public order. 
But these two things, law and order, are 

not the same.
The order the police maintain is the 

authoritarian order of capitalism. It is an 
order which serves the interests of the few 
over the needs of the many. The bosses 
are the few; the many are the rest of us.

Law is just a tool the bosses use to keep 
this order in place. It’s usually enough, 
but not always. It can’t be turned to 
every situation. Its edges are blunt.

This was the case on Mayday. The law, 
as it stands, was no good at stopping 
anti-capitalists from giving out toy 
money on London’s Oxford Street. Yet 
‘order’ demanded that they should be 
stopped.

So stopped it was, by the police, what­
ever the law said. Protesters were, in 
effect, imprisoned without arrest for up 
to eight hours.

That’s just the way it goes, folks. The 
law exists to keep order. The order the 
state protects is oppression. Both are 
maintained by the police, and neither 
exists for our benefit. This policeman is 
not your friend.




