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W
hen we were first told about 
global warming, it meant a 
Mediterranean climate for 
the UK and everybody growing grapes 

in their back garden. And any way, it 
was only something our grandchildren 
needed to worry about.

Now, a decade of inaction later, we 
know the truth. A recent UN report says 
that global warming has begun, and that 

it’s going to be a catastrophe unprece­
dented in human history. Millions of 
people will die. It’s quite likely the 
human race itself will not survive. We 
will know one way or the other within 
our lifetime.

The question will increasingly be, why 
continue publishing, if all our aspira­
tions for a free society are aimed at a 
future that will never exist?

Because, like everybody, we live a lot 
on hope. The majority of our fellow 
humans, who have the power to do 
something about the catastrophe, might 
still wake up to what’s at stake.

And humanity in some form may yet 
survive. By doing our work now we are 
helping to shape any society that grows 
out of the mess we’ve made.
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H
undreds of protesters at Italian 
embassies around the world this week 
marked the death of Carlo Giuliani 
with demonstrations and rallies.

The Italian activist was shot dead by police 
in his home city of Genoa on Friday 20th 
July, as he protested against the G8 summit 
being held in the Palazzo Ducale. Carlo was 
in a crowd of demonstrators running towards 
Piazza Alimonda on the Friday afternoon. 
Some of them were throwing stones at the 
police. When they ran into a street off the 
piazza, they blocked in a van containing three 
members of the paramilitary Carabinieri.

Carlo was one of six people who attacked the 
van, smashing the back window with a heavy 
fire extinguisher. When he approached the 
van for a second time, he was shot twice in 
the head. The van then drove over his body.

Despite Carlo’s death, the police continued 
their tough handling of the anti-capitalist 
protests in the days after the killing. On 
Saturday, over 100,000 people held a march, 
many of them shouting out ‘assassins’ and 
‘murderers’ at cops as they passed the spot 
where Carlo died. Teargas was used to drive 
back several thousand marchers from the 
front of the column, before paving stones 
and molotov cocktails were thrown.

Early on Sunday morning, police stormed 
the building being used by the Independent 
Media Centre, legal support and medical 
groups. Many activists and independent 
journalists were reported to have been beaten 
up, and there were dozens of injuries.

A school building across the road, which 
was being used as sleeping accommodation 
by protesters, was also attacked. Activists 
who were staying there said they were lined 
up against the walls before being beaten.

“When police arrived, they grabbed the 
first people they could find outside and beat 
them heavily”, said one witness. “Inside, the 
police just started smashing windows. One 
group managed to escape - they were lucky. 
The others were beaten everywhere, but from 
the long stream of stretchers that came out of 
the building, they were obviously trying to 
injure people as seriously as possible”.

• The cop who shot Carlo Giuliani could be 
charged with manslaughter, it was announced 
this week. Genoa prosecutor Francesco 
Meloni said that the 20 year old conscript 
was under investigation. He was reported to 
have told investigators that he acted in self 
defence. “We were surrounded. We thought 
we would be overwhelmed. We were terrified 
and wanted only to escape”, he said.

Editorial on page 7

Clockwise from top left:The police van reverses over the shot activist; the body is taken away; demonstrating anger at Carlo’s death; 
and a makeshift shrine at the spot where Carlo died.
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Eyewitness reports

Friday 20th July:
After a late night of rain and campsite 
floodings, people woke up early on the 
Friday. Generally, groups gathered in the east 
and headed west to try and break through the 
red zone, some going south and others going 
straight on or to the north.

The tutti bianchi marched from their far-off 
staging area straight down the main road 
towards Brignole station. One section of the 
black bloc left from our camp, perhaps 3,000 
people. We marched east and met with the 
militant trade union COBAS and other 
anarcho-syndicalist groups. Downtown, 
bank windows began to get smashed ... It 
was not long before we could see teargas up 

ahead, and other groups clashing with the 
police.

We headed down to the convergence point 
at the waterside. As we got there, police 
were starting to move in. The main entrances 
had been barricaded by COBAS and the 

“The streets are filled with debris and fire. 
Roving bands of riot cops clash with 
thousands of activists back and forth all 
over the city. Tear gas is everywhere, over 
100,000 people are taking to the streets all 
over the city. When one gathering of several 
thousand is scattered or one decides to 
leave, you can find 10,000 more just a few 
streets away. It’s a war against the state, 
and its soldiers down here, the police ...”

black bloc to stop the police from invading, 
but we got by a side route. As we entered, the 
majority of demonstrators were leaving and 
heading along the water’s edge. We stayed 
on to get some food, and were invaded by 
police again.

Riot cops began crossing the barricades, 
and the food workers were trying to set up 
defences against them around their 
restaurants. A police bulldozer came through 
and tore down the barricades, and police did 
some fancy manoeuvres before realising 
there weren’t many folks there. So they took 
off again.

After an hour or so, we walked up through 
Piazza Rosetti, and north to see if we could 
find the tutti bianchi. It was a strange feeling. 

(continued on page 2)




