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Prisoner
numbers set

for record high

S
tate officials were drawing up a package 
of emergency measures designed to 
limit prison overcrowding last week, 
as the number of prisoners in British jails 

was set to hit a new high within weeks. 
Hundreds of inmates, serving short sentences 
after conviction for non-violent offences, are 
set for an early release.

Other options under consideration by 
bureaucrats at the Home Office include 
greater use of electronic tagging and more 
doubling up in cells. Prison Service bosses 
are also starting to postpone any mainten­
ance work which involves the closure of 
cells or wings.

In the first seven weeks of the year, the 
number of inmates increased by 3,130, a rate 
almost equivalent to a jail’s population every 
week. The total prison population at the end 
of last month stood at 69,572. The number is 
widely expected to top 70,000 soon, for the 
first time ever. Some prisoners are already 
bussed round the country in a ‘chase’ for 
empty cells, while prisoners jailed in the late 
afternoon are frequently held in cop cells 
until accommodation in the prison network 
becomes available.

Harry Fletcher, assistant general secretary 
of the National Association of Probation 
Officers, said last week that, on the current 
rate of increase, and if drastic action wasn’t 
taken, numbers would reach 73,000 by the 
summer. “The system will not be able to 
cope unless the Home Secretary can find 
some more means to relieve the pressure”.

It is thought that the use of mothballed 
army camps to house low-security prisoners 
has been ruled out.

• Liberal prison reform group the Howard 
League last week condemned plans to elec­
tronically tag children as young as 12. The 
proposals for controlling teenagers on bail 
were outlined by Home Office officials on 
25th February, allegedly in response to soaring 
levels of reported street crime and robberies. 

Magistrates would be given power to 
impose curfew orders, monitored by private 
companies via tags. Six areas will pilot the 
scheme from April, pending an extension to 
the rest of England and Wales in June. Frances 
Crook, director of the Howard League, said 
“children on bail are children first and 
foremost, and should be treated as such. 
Locking them up inside an abusive home 
could seriously endanger them”.

Editorial on page 7

Anarchists around the world were planning 
actions to mark yesterday’s International 
Women’s Day (8th March) and the Global 
Women’s Strike. In London, activists from the 
Wages for Housework Campaign were set to 
gather at Waterloo for a march to Piccadilly 
during the afternoon.

O
n 8th March 2002 women and girls 
went on strike to demand that society 
invests in the enrichment of every 
life rather than that of a few. Women and 

girls do two-thirds of the world’s work for 
5% of the income. Two-thirds of this work is 
unwaged. People everywhere are demanding 
a total change of priorities. Women and girls 
do the work of giving birth to, feeding and 
caring for the whole world. But this vital 
work of survival and community is devalued 
and those who do it are demeaned.

To overcome this sexism, women are urged 
to compete with men and with each other. 
We end up overworked, low paid and divided 
- including by immigration controls which 
protect the worst wages and working condi­
tions in most of the world. Corporations are 
claiming ownership of genes and seeds so 
the global market can further enslave and even 
replace us - threatening life and our planet.

A world which starts with people’s needs, 
not corporate greed - without sexism, 
racism, ageism or any discrimination - must 

prioritise caring work, value the experience 
of those who do it and insist on men and 
boys caring too.

While women must have the right to 
abortion, we must also be able to have the 
children we want, to breastfeed them if we 
choose, and to have time with them and 
others we love and care for.

We have had enough of being told we must 
accept the global market.
International Wages for Housework Campaign 

Crossroads Women’s Centre 
230a Kentish Town Road, London NW5 2AB

http.//womenstrike8m.serverl01.com

Editorial on page 7

Demands of the Global Women’s Strike:

• Payment for all caring work - in wages, land and other resources. What is more 
valuable than raising children and caring for others? Invest in life and welfare, not 
military budgets and prisons.

• Pay equally for all, women and men, in the global market

• Paid maternity leave, breastfeeding breaks and other benefits - stop penalising us for 
being women.

• Abolition of‘third world debt’, which falls most heavily on women and girls. We are 
owed much more than we ‘owe’.

• Accessible clean water, healthcare, housing, transport, literacy.

• Non-polluting energy and technology, which shorten the hours we work. We all need 
cookers, fridges, washing machines, computers and time off!

• Protection and asylum from all violence and persecution, including by family members 
and people in positions of authority.

• Freedom of movement. Capital travels freely, why not people?

ttp.//womenstrike8m.serverl01.com
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anarchist fortnightly

“If you are allowed to smack 
children you should be 

allowed to smack geriatrics 
as well, because they are just 

as much a nuisance as 
children, if not more.” 

Jack Dee, comedian

Anarchists work towards a society of 

mutual aid and voluntary co-operation. 

We reject all government and 

economic repression.

Freedom Press is an independent 

anarchist publisher. Besides the 
fortnightly newspaper Freedom, we 
also produce The Raven quarterly 

journal and many books on all aspects 

of anarchism. We also run Britain’s 
biggest anarchist bookshop.

Our aim is to explain anarchism more 

widely and to show that only in such a 

society can human freedom thrive.

The Raven
anarchist quarterly
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www.ecn.org/freedom

Our second report on popular resistance to a new airport

Soon to be replaced by large runway

Mexico State

A
rturo Montiel Rojas represents the 
old regime. The governor of Mexico 
State, he is also a member of the 
Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), which 

was removed from power two years ago after 
seven decades of one-party dictatorship. His 
state government sits in Toluca to the west, 
and the state encircles the Federal District of 
Mexico City to the north, taking in the town 
of Texcoco to the east and the nearby 
municipality of Atenco.

Montiel is associated with El Grupo 
Atlacomulco, a shady interest group which 
represents the interests of big business. It’s 
named after the town where its members 
meet, near Toluca. Another member of the 
group is Carlos Slim, who headed the 
consortium that bought control of state 
telephone company Telmex in 1989, a deal 
which made him the richest man in Latin 
America. His friend, Carlos Salinas, ordered 
the air force to bomb villages in Zapatista 
areas in the aftermath of the 1994 uprising, 
while he was Mexico’s president. It was also 
during his presidency that the sale of 
nationalised industries began.

This prophet of neo-liberalism has now been 
rejected by the people of what was once his 
one-party state. He lives in semi-exile in 
Ireland, while his brother Raul is serving life 
for narcotics trafficking. But for Slim, 
Montiel and the like, it’s business as usual. 
This unsavoury collection of politicians, 
functionaries and businessmen began to plot 
the building of Mexico’s new airport long 
before the present political era, during the 
reign of the PRI. It is this proposed new 
airport which now threatens the people of 
Atenco.

At a meeting of bosses from the construction 
industry, held in Toluca on 23rd January, 
Montiel outlined the benefits of the airport 
project. It would not, he said, be a short-term 
scheme, but a lifetime’s project with a 
viability of 50 years. Its construction alone 
would create 81,000 jobs, and when it began 
operating it would create 203,000 new sources 
of work. In ten years, these would generate 
salaries amounting to US$9bn. He said he 
expected investment of US$2,248m, which 
would finance industrial parks, commercial 
infrastructure, hotels, restaurants and similar 
things. Early last month, Montiel visited

Europe, taking in Britain, France, Spain and 
Germany, in a bid to raise this investment.

All this short-termism and political 
manipulation, which characterised the PRI 
era too, doesn’t wash with the campesinos 
who are defending their livelihoods, history 
and land in Atenco. The land, they say, will 
be productive indefinitely, and is therefore 
priceless. With careful investment, its 
productivity could be increased. But the 
opposite is happening. Due to under­
investment in its land and the neo-liberal 
policies of its governments, Mexico now 
imports staples such as maize, rice and fruit. 

The price of products is dropping along 
with prices on the global market, and the 
exodus of impoverished people from the 
land to the city is increasing. Three quarters 
of Mexicans live in poverty. The standard 
minimum wage of US$4 per day ensures that 
only the wealthy benefit from capitalist 
projects. What Mexico provides is cheap 
labour, raw materials, a market and invest­
ment opportunities for capital. The onus to 
prove otherwise is on the neo-liberals from 
the Party of National Action (PAN), now in 
government, who claim to want a state based 
on legality.

Montiel chooses to ignore these arguments. 
In comments quickly picked up by sections 
of the mainstream media here, he usually 
concentrates on criminal acts by protesters. 
He suggests that the protesters are not 
campesinos, or that they are not from Atenco. 
There is, he claims, some wider political 
conspiracy afoot. Meanwhile, middle class 

Mexicans seem to accept the neo-liberal 
arguments that economic growth is essential, 
that Mexico needs a new airport, that the old 
divisions of the land (ejidos) are unproduc­
tive, that there’s no water there any way.

Sergio Rodriguez of the Zapatista Front for 
National Liberation (EZLN) tells a different 
story. He argues that the defence of their 
land by Atenco campesinos, and the 
Zapatista rebellion itself, are only the most 
visible manifestations of a process that is 
largely hidden. According to him, protesters 
now prefer to work through invisible and 
unofficial organisations, rather than through 
established and official organisations which 
have mostly been co-opted by the state and 
are therefore ineffective. Activists, he says, 
want it to stay this way, instead of being 
tempted into following official and visible 
forms of opposition.

These new organisations - in factories, 
workplaces, universities, communities and on 
the land - take many forms and develop links 
in complex networks of solidarity and mutual 
support. Their guiding principle is not to 
allow the bosses to choose the time and place 
of confrontation. There is a sense of biding 
time, the knowledge that the neo-liberal 
project can only lead to a sharpening of 
conflict, and that the ‘civil society’, democra­
tic model for social change may fizzle out. 
Certainly the security apparatus of the country 
is aware of this possibility. The armed forces 
are the only national institution currently 
benefiting from increased investment.

Jo L.

European bosses meet in Barcelona next 
week to discuss further trade liberalisation 
within the EU. Thousands of paramilitary 
police are expected to guard the city’s Juan 
Carlos Hotel, where politicians and capitalists 
will stay during the summit on 15th and 16th 
March. Spanish anarchists are planning a 
programme of debates and discussions, with a 
demonstration on the Saturday. Here is a 
statement from one of the city’s activists.

T
he role that the European Union plays 
in global capitalism is to help the 
activities of European multinationals, 
deregulating and liberalising commerce, 

condemning the peripheral countries to 
poverty and their populations to famine, 
through the exploitation of their natural 
resources to satisfy the consumeristic appetite 
of the European markets.

These multinationals are enthusiastically 
backed by the EU in their exploiting of the 
riches of the so-called ‘third world’, they are

the spearheads of neo-colonialist policies. 
The EU is the second biggest arms producer 
and exporter in the world, and clearly 
favours a militarist policy to support its 
worldwide strategic interests.

Another consequence of the way the EU is 
being built up is the erosion of democratic 
liberties under the pretext of fighting terror­
ism. It needs security more than freedom, 
because business needs social control to 
ensure that profits aren’t endangered.

The various laws on foreigners in the EU 
serve to create a permanent population 
reserve, defenceless and marginal, forced to 
sell its labour for the lowest pay so that 
bosses can make more profit. This is the real 
Europe, the one of big capital and 
multinationals.

Hidden in their luxury hotels and protected 
behind several thousand cops, the bosses of 
the EU countries are preparing to advance 
their plans for building a Europe subservient 
to big financial capital, the weapons industry

and the multinational corporations. We must 
oppose the Europe of capital and war, we 
must globalise our resistance. We must never 
forget that another world is possible.

Manuel B.

MISUSES OF THE WORD
‘ANARCHY’
Number Four in an occasional series

“Alexandra Fuller’s book is a timely and 
frightening reminder of Zimbabwe’s descent into 
anarchy”, writes reviewer Jason Cowley in the 
Observer (24th February). And what does anarchy 
mean to him? “The white retreat from southern 
Africa, as settlers have fled first from the Congo 
and then from Zambia, Malawi, Rhodesia and 
post-apartheid South Africa, not forgetting the 
catastrophic exodus of the Portuguese from 
Angola and Mozambique”. He’s a charmer, isn’t 
he?
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