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Prisoner
numbers set
for record high

tate officials were drawing up a package
of emergency measures designed to
limit prison overcrowding last week,
as the number of prisoners in British jails
was set to hit a new high within weeks.
Hundreds of inmates, serving short sentences
after conviction for non-violent offences, are
set for an early release.

Other options under consideration by
bureaucrats at the Home Office include
greater use of electronic tagging and more
doubling up in cells. Prison Service bosses
are also starting to postpone any mainten-
ance work which involves the closure of
cells or wings.

In the first seven weeks of the year, the
number of inmates increased by 3,130, a rate
almost equivalent to a jail’s population every
week. The total prison population at the end
of last month stood at 69,572. The number is
widely expected to top 70,000 soon, for the
first time ever. Some prisoners are already
bussed round the country in a ‘chase’ for
empty cells, while prisoners jailed in the late
afternoon are frequently held in cop cells
until accommodation in the prison network
becomes available.

Harry Fletcher, assistant general secretary
of the National Association of Probation
Officers, said last week that, on the current
rate of increase, and if drastic action wasn’t
taken, numbers would reach 73,000 by the
summer. “The system will not be able to
cope unless the Home Secretary can find
some more means to relieve the pressure”.

It is thought that the use of mothballed
army camps to house low-security prisoners
has been ruled out.

® Liberal prison reform group the Howard
League last week condemned plans to elec-
tronically tag children as young as 12. The
proposals for controlling teenagers on bail
were outlined by Home Office officials on
25th February, allegedly in response to soaring
levels of reported street crime and robberies.

Magistrates would be given power to
impose curfew orders, monitored by private
companies via tags. Six areas will pilot the
scheme from April, pending an extension to
the rest of England and Wales in June. Frances
Crook, director of the Howard League, said
“children on bail are children first and
foremost, and should be treated as such.
Locking them up inside an abusive home
could seriously endanger them”.
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Anarchists around the world were planning
actions to mark yesterday’s International
Women’s Day (8th March) and the Global
Women’s Strike. In London, activists from the
Wages for Housework Campaign were set to
gather at Waterloo for a march to Piccadilly
during the afternoon.

n 8th March 2002 women and girls

went on strike to demand that society

invests in the enrichment of every
life rather than that of a few. Women and
girls do two-thirds of the world’s work for
5% of the income. Two-thirds of this work 1s
unwaged. People everywhere are demanding
a total change of priorities. Women and girls
do the work of giving birth to, feeding and
caring for the whole world. But this vital
work of survival and community 1s devalued
and those who do 1t are demeaned.

To overcome this sexism, women are urged
to compete with men and with each other.
We end up overworked, low paid and divided
— including by immigration controls which
protect the worst wages and working condi-
tions in most of the world. Corporations are
claiming ownership of genes and seeds so
the global market can further enslave and even
replace us — threatening life and our planet.

A world which starts with people’s needs,
not corporate greed — without sexism,
racism, ageism or any discrimination — must

prioritise caring work, value the experience
of those who do it and insist on men and
boys caring too.

While women must have the right to
abortion, we must also be able to have the
children we want, to breastfeed them if we
choose, and to have time with them and
others we love and care for.

Demands of the Global Women’s Strike:

* Payment for all caring work — in wages, land and other resources. VWhat is more
valuable than raising children and caring for others? Invest in life and welfare, not

military budgets and prisons.

* Pay equally for all, women and men, in the global market

* Paid maternity leave, breastfeeding breaks and other benefits — stop penalising us for

being women.

* Abolition of ‘third world debt’, which falls most heavily on women and girls. We are

owed much more than we ‘owe’.

* Accessible clean water, healthcare, housing, transport, literacy.

* Non-polluting energy and technology, which shorten the hours we work.We all need
cookers, fridges, washing machines, computers and time off!

* Protection and asylum from all violence and persecution, including by family members

and people in positions of authority.

* Freedom of movement. Capital travels freely, why not people?

We have had enough of being told we must

accept the global market.
International Wages for Housework Campaign
Crossroads Women’s Centre

230a Kentish Town Road, London NW5 2AB
http.//'womenstrike8m.serverl101.com
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