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Evil firms
get awards

n 15th July, a bunch of people from
activist groups Rising Tide and
Critical Mass met up on London’s
South Bank for a climate change bike ride
round the city centre. We were going to stop
at five evil companies around the capital to
give them an award for fucking up our
planet. Our first stop was the International
Finance Corporation, which 1s part of the
World Bank. It’s right next to the Houses of
Parliament — coincidence or what?

We made some noise outside, handed out
leaflets and gave them the award. Next we
cruised off round Parliament Square. The
‘Countryside Alliance’-had a stall there, and
I gave them a couple of shouts of ‘get a job’.
Then 1t was up Whitehall, through Trafalgar
Square and on to the National Portrait Gallery,
which is sponsored by BP.

Next we moved off to Enterprise IG in
Soho. These are the people responsible for
BP’s Helios awards, the in-house awards
given to BP employees who do a good job of
making the company look green and nice.
We got a baffled response from the
company’s workers. They had to be told by
their boss to get back inside and close all the
windows (1n case we bit?).

We were on our way to Cromwell and
Sullivan when some dude in a BMW ran
over one of the guys on a bike. Luckily he
wasn’t hurt, even though the car had gone
over his back wheel. The guy in the car
looked like he was gonna shit himself when
thirty bikers pulled up around him. He called
the cops, who soon came and pestered
everyone.

Last of all, we went to the BP Head Offices
in Finsbury Circus. Here the cops were
waiting for us. British Transport Police had a
dog unit and meat wagon ready. The security
people from BP were also waiting, even
though we’d no intention of raiding the
place. The Azerbaijjan PR man - sorry,
‘Community Relations’ officer — came out to
talk to us (the demo was mainly about BP’s
proposed Azerbaijan pipeline).

Eventually, everyone except from a couple
of the hardcore went off to the London Activist
Resource Centre (LARC) in Whitechapel.
The hardcore stayed to play with the cops
and nearly got stopped for cycling the wrong
way round a roundabout. It was a nice
protest — Critical Mass 1s so fucking
empowering, I recommend everyone to try
it. Blocking up roads with a load of bikes,
making noise and just cruising around
London 1s a lot of fun.
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he enquiry into the case of Harold
Shipman, convicted of fifteen murders
in 2001, reported on 19th July. Its
findings run to six volumes, but the main one
is that he killed at least 215 of his patients.
The enquiry’s chair, Dame Janet Smith, said
that in a further 45 cases “a real suspicion
arises that Shipman may have been
responsible, although the evidence is not
sufficiently clear for me to reach a positive
conclusion that he was™.

Shipman killed his patients, mainly elderly
women, by injecting them with lethal drugs
and then putting bogus but plausible causes
of death on their death certificates. He was
caught after he forged the will of the last
person he killed, Kathleen Grundy.
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Shipman is undoubtedly Britain’s biggest
serial killer, but the enquiry could shed no
light on his motives. There has been much
speculation about this in the media, though
Shipman himself is the only person who
could reveal anything. He shows no sign of
telling.

The enquiry was pushed for by the families
of his victims. It uncovered an earlier, flawed
investigation by police. It has recommended
administrative measures designed to make it
harder for a future Shipman to escape for so
long. Relatives spoke of betrayal, particularly
as many also had Shipman as their GP.

After Shipman’s trial, Ian Bogle, chair of
the British Medical Association (BMA), said
that doctors and coroners should be given
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computer training to spot unusual trends in
health records. The BMA said in a
statement: “It 1s important to acknowledge
that it 1s difficult to conceive of any set of
laws or regulations that could have prevented
the offences of which Harold Shipman has
been convicted”.

Doctors, judges and politicians can only
conceive of dealing with cases like this
procedurally. But Shipman was finally
stopped by Angela Woodruff, Kathleen
Grundy’s daughter, who trusted her instincts.
The sad truth 1s that most of Shipman’s
victims came from a generation that was
deferential to doctors. Less deference is

definitely better for your health.
Martin H.
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