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O
n 15th July, a bunch of people from 
activist groups Rising Tide and 
Critical Mass met up on London’s 
South Bank for a climate change bike ride 

round the city centre. We were going to stop 
at five evil companies around the capital to 
give them an award for fucking up our 
planet. Our first stop was the International 
Finance Corporation, which is part of the 
World Bank. It’s right next to the Houses of 
Parliament - coincidence or what?

We made some noise outside, handed out 
leaflets and gave them the award. Next we 
cruised off round Parliament Square. The 
‘Countryside Alliance’-had a stall there, and 
I gave them a couple of shouts of ‘get a job’. 
Then it was up Whitehall, through Trafalgar 
Square and on to the National Portrait Gallery, 
which is sponsored by BP.

Next we moved off to Enterprise IG in 
Soho. These are the people responsible for 
BP’s Helios awards, the in-house awards 
given to BP employees who do a good job of 
making the company look green and nice. 
We got a baffled response from the 
company’s workers. They had to be told by 
their boss to get back inside and close all the 
windows (in case we bit?).

We were on our way to Cromwell and 
Sullivan when some dude in a BMW ran 
over one of the guys on a bike. Luckily he 
wasn’t hurt, even though the car had gone 
over his back wheel. The guy in the car 
looked like he was gonna shit himself when 
thirty bikers pulled up around him. He called 
the cops, who soon came and pestered 
everyone.

Last of all, we went to the BP Head Offices 
in Finsbury Circus. Here the cops were 
waiting for us. British Transport Police had a 
dog unit and meat wagon ready. The security 
people from BP were also waiting, even 
though we’d no intention of raiding the 
place. The Azerbaijan PR man - sorry, 
‘Community Relations’ officer - came out to 
talk to us (the demo was mainly about BP’s 
proposed Azerbaijan pipeline).

Eventually, everyone except from a couple 
of the hardcore went off to the London Activist 
Resource Centre (LARC) in Whitechapel. 
The hardcore stayed to play with the cops 
and nearly got stopped for cycling the wrong 
way round a roundabout. It was a nice 
protest - Critical Mass is so fucking 
empowering, I recommend everyone to try 
it. Blocking up roads with a load of bikes, 
making noise and just cruising around 
London is a lot of fun.

Rkn
Anarchist Youth Network

T
he enquiry into the case of Harold 
Shipman, convicted of fifteen murders 
in 2001, reported on 19th July. Its 
findings run to six volumes, but the main one 

is that he killed at least 215 of his patients. 
The enquiry’s chair, Dame Janet Smith, said 
that in a further 45 cases “a real suspicion 
arises that Shipman may have been 
responsible, although the evidence is not 
sufficiently clear for me to reach a positive 
conclusion that he was”.

Shipman killed his patients, mainly elderly 
women, by injecting them with lethal drugs 
and then putting bogus but plausible causes 
of death on their death certificates. He was 
caught after he forged the will of the last 
person he killed, Kathleen Grundy.

Shipman is undoubtedly Britain’s biggest 
serial killer, but the enquiry could shed no 
light on his motives. There has been much 
speculation about this in the media, though 
Shipman himself is the only person who 
could reveal anything. He shows no sign of 
telling.

The enquiry was pushed for by the families 
of his victims. It uncovered an earlier, flawed 
investigation by police. It has recommended 
administrative measures designed to make it 
harder for a future Shipman to escape for so 
long. Relatives spoke of betrayal, particularly 
as many also had Shipman as their GP.

After Shipman’s trial, Ian Bogle, chair of 
the British Medical Association (BMA), said 
that doctors and coroners should be given

computer training to spot unusual trends in 
health records. The BMA said in a 
statement: “It is important to acknowledge 
that it is difficult to conceive of any set of 
laws or regulations that could have prevented 
the offences of which Harold Shipman has 
been convicted”.

Doctors, judges and politicians can only 
conceive of dealing with cases like this 
procedurally. But Shipman was finally 
stopped by Angela Woodruff, Kathleen 
Grundy’s daughter, who trusted her instincts. 
The sad truth is that most of Shipman’s 
victims came from a generation that was 
deferential to doctors. Less deference is 
definitely better for your health.

Martin H.
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Anarchists work towards a society of 
9 

mutual aid and voluntary co-operation.

We reject all government and economic 

repression. This newspaper, published 

continuously since 1936, exists to 

explain anarchism more widely and 

show that only in an anarchist society 

can human freedom thrive.

What anarchism
means to me

A narchism, like any other political 
jQk ideology, is a point of view about 

< \ how we humans should organise

our life in common. It argues that, rather 
than do this through governments, we 
should arrange our affairs through local 
co-operative organisations, federating 
when necessary on a regional, national 
or global scale.

This sounds very mild, but is in fact 
revolutionary because it involves vast 
changes. It implies, for example, workers’ 
control of industry, whether we are 
thinking about the post and its newest 
equivalents in managing human communi­
cations, or of transport, or of food 
production and distribution, or of, for 
example, the garment industry, dominated 
today by child labour in South Asia.

Such a society would evolve enormously 
different priorities. It means, for example, 
that in the absence of a governmental 
machine for protecting them from the 
poor, the rich would have to share with 
the poor. Children in a playground have 
little difficulty in establishing the principle 
of Fair Shares. They know that it is 
grotesque that a few people should own 
almost everything, while vast numbers 
have nothing at all.

They know perfectly well that the kid 
who insists on grabbing everything needs 
cutting down to size. Like the rest of us, 
he can have his fair share. What else 
could anyone expect? It also means that, 
in the absence of the military force of the 
so-called Great Powers, or of those 
tedious little local warlords, people 
would have to settle down to live with 
their neighbours without regard to 
religion, language, nationality or colour.

Once we have taken the giant leap 
forward in recognising that need, what a 
liberation it would be for us all to set 
about arranging the complex necessities 
of an anarchist society.

Colin Ward
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Spanish activists march toTeixeiro prison, La Coruna, on Saturday 29th June to mark a day of solidarity with prisoners. Among their 
demands were an end to isolation units in the country’s jails, provision for prisoners to serve sentences close to their homes, the 

immediate release of all prisoners who are seriously ill and the immediate release of all prisoners who’ve served three-quarters of 
their sentences or twenty years in jail.

Afghanistan

A
fghanistan seems to be a country 
cursed by history. The Soviet-backed 
dictatorship of the 1980s was 
followed by a savage civil war in the first 

half of the 1990s. Then came the tyranny of 
the Taliban. These catastrophes in turn 
created a massive wave of some four million 
refugees, most of whom sheltered in Iran and 
Pakistan. A severe drought started last year, 
and the slow process of the refugees’ return 
halted. Recently it has even been reversed.

Some have described the fall of the Taliban 
regime as the ‘liberation’ of Afghanistan. 
While few will mourn the collapse of this 
theocratic tyranny, it’s becoming clear that 
today, rather than progressing towards a 
pluralist, tolerant, peaceful society, the 
country is caught on a tightrope.

The two most recent tragedies - the 
massacre of wedding guests at Deh Rawud 
on 1st July and the assassination of vice- 
president Hadji Qadir on 6th July - aren’t 
unexpected accidents, but the tragically 
predictable results of the US-led attack on 
Afghanistan.

The public justification for the ‘war against 
terror’ was that Afghanistan harboured the 
militants of the shadowy al-Qaeda. In 
practice, the recent US-led campaign has 
hurt the ordinary people of Afghanistan far 
more than it has hurt the terrorists.

The offensive has been marked by 
blundering incompetence and horrific errors 
to the point where, on occasion, British and 
French units have refused to co-operate with 
American commanders.

Bush’s insistence that US soldiers are as 
little endangered as possible means that their 
war is fought from afar, usually by 
ferociously-armed aircraft. The combatants

have no direct contact with the regions 
where the campaign is waged and their 
commanders often have no accurate 
information about the areas either.

When infantry involvement is needed, the 
USA prefers to hire mercenaries from the 
warlords of the Northern Alliance, so 
directly legitimising the warlords’ role as 
employers and mediators.

The shock of the wedding massacre produced 
the first women’s protest in Afghanistan for 
years. Some fifty women, all wearing chadri, 
demonstrated their grief in Kabul.

In a country where women are still 
reluctant or afraid to walk alone in public, 
and where the handful of public female 
figures are regularly attacked and criticised 
by conservatives, this small protest was an 
eloquent indication of how public opinion is 
developing in Afghanistan.

American forces aren’t seen as liberators 
but as unwelcome guests, as a threatening 
presence whose activities in the country do 
more harm than good. Given the devastating 
firepower of American aircraft and the 
urgency with which they’re required to 
produce results, ‘mistakes’, such as the 
killing of over forty wedding guests, are 
almost inevitable.

The unmoved reaction to this tragedy from 
US defence secretary Donald Rumsfeld was 
typical of the tone which has dominated the 
military campaign. The American forces 
stifle debate, repudiate all critics and, 
whenever possible, suppress all publicity.

For this reason, there’s never been any 
official US statement on the number of 
Afghan civilians killed in the latest 
campaign, probably because any reasonable 
estimate would show that the number of 
Afghan civilians killed by American armed 
forces far exceeds the number killed in the 

Croatia

T
he Drustvo za Razvoj Kulture (Culture 
Development Society), known as DRK 
for short, is a non-governmental youth 
organisation, focused on issues of alternative 

forms of culture, art and politics.
The Radical Resource Room is an autono­

mous entity within the DRK. It’s a space 
dedicated to radical politics and activism, 
designed to be a source of information and 
inspiration. Its aim is to educate, emancipate 
and agitate.

We’re building a space that’ll be equipped 
with the necessary technical equipment 
(computers, television, audio and video) and 

furniture. We want bookshelves filled with 
radical literature, ranging from anarchism to 
human and animal rights, from feminism to 
gay and lesbian studies, from counterculture 
to engaged art, from anti-globalisation to 
biotechnology and genetic engineering, from 
theory to practice.

It’s a space that should be the antithesis to 
the neoliberalism and clerico-nationalism 
that have been forced on us here, a space that 
will serve as a positive example of possible 
change in our everyday lives. It should plant 
the seeds of radical activism as well as 
providing a base for the movement.

Marko
To find out more, email Pop on kontra@ptt.yu

World Trade Centre on 11th September.
There can be no doubt that Hamid Karzai 

heads a far less repressive government than 
that of the Taliban, but it’s also clear that he’s 
powerless to solve the social, political and 
economic crises which face his country.

Afghanistan is a country of less than 
seventeen million people, where more than one 
million men regularly carry arms, and Karzai 
as yet has no armed force to command. He’s 
reduced to trying to use the international 
ISAF forces as a substitute national army 
while he negotiates pragmatically, even 
opportunistically, with all who hold power, 
whether they’re regional bosses, fundamental­
ists or warlords linked to foreign powers.

His appeal to the Loya Jirga, an attempt to 
simulate some form of democratic mandate, 
was short-circuited by the power of local 
rulers to manipulate the choice of delegates. 
The assassination of Hadji Abdul Qadir 
shows what happens when Karzai refuses to 
bend to the pressures placed on him. Whether 
the vice-president was killed by northern 
warlords, Taliban, al-Qaeda or heroin 
smugglers, the incident shows the fragility of 
the president’s western-backed project.

Afghanistan is a country in desperate need 
of peace, reconstruction and political stability. 
Instead, the US-led campaign has brought 
bombs and money for the warlords. Karzai’s 
attempts to maintain a dreadfully fragile 
political equilibrium face more difficulties 
every day.

Sharif Gemie

Rebel Worker
July-August 2002
(£')

The bimonthly paper of Australia’s Anarcho- 
Syndicalist Network, this issue contains 
articles by and about workers in several 
industries, both in Australia and abroad.
There’s analysis of the ‘war on terror’ and 
events in Argentina, and an outline of develop­
ments within the ‘anti-capitalist’ movement. 
This concludes with a call for a “concerted 
attack on the congeries of sects ... which 
characterise most of the anti-capitalist 
movement in Australia today”.
You can get a copy in the UK from Freedom Press 
Bookshop, £1 post free, or for overseas orders 
contact Rebel Worker at PO Box 92, Broadway, 
2007 NSW, Australia.
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