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‘Hellhole’

ccording to the Prison Service, last
week’s revolt at Lincoln jail was the
worst outbreak of violence to hit
Britain’s prisons since the Strangeways
uprising of 1991. More than two hundred
places were destroyed in the rebellion, which
raged through the night of 24th-25th October.
Over 550 screws and police took more than
eight hours to regain control. Hundreds of
thousands of pounds worth of damage was
caused. Police from five counties surrounded
the prison to prevent a breakout, and a no-fly
zone was declared overhead.

Doubtless there will now follow a series of
show trials of ‘ringleaders’, just as there was
after Strangeways. Martin Narey, the director
of the Prison Service, is treated as a ‘good
liberal’ by the soft left and the prison reform
movement alike. But he’s already said as
much. At a hastily convened press conference
outside the jail, Narey crowed about the
speed with which the ‘control and restraint
teams’ regained control. “The message to
anyone else 1s we will deal very, very swiftly
with those causing trouble,” he said. “Those
involved can expect long prison sentences.”

Narey the ‘reformer’ presides over a prison
system which 1s bursting at the seams. Lincoln
was described as a ‘hellhole’ when Jeffrey
Archer was briefly shipped there recently. It
was two hundred inmates over its capacity
when 1t went up in flames. According to the
Prison Reform Trust, nine jails in the UK are
60% over their capacity. A representative of
the Trust said on 25th October that “England
1s now the prison capital of western Europe,
and the state of many prisons is an absolute
disgrace.”

The prison system has seen 77 suicides
already this year. Overcrowding clearly poses
a threat to prisoners’ well-being. Narey’s
response, in collusion with his Home Office
paymasters, has been to make sure that
contingency plans are in place for moving
MUFTI (Minimum Use of Force Tactical
Intervention) squads from other prisons to
whichever jail needs them, as quickly as
possible. His only plan is to batter inmates
back into line.

Predictably, we’re now hearing the usual
cries from the Prison Officers Association
(POA) that, ““as long as the judiciary and
politicians continue to expect more and more
prisoners to be held in less and less secure
accommodation, with less and less staff, we
will get more of these incidents.”

The screws are using the overcrowding
crisis to bid for a recruitment drive, and to
argue for prisoner conditions to be worsened.
(continued on page 2)
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As the government backs down on firefighters’ initial demands, Freedom says ...

sail rebels GziVEe em the money

The first in a series of fire service strikes was called off on 26th October, after the government caved in to pressure from firefighters

and the Fire Brigades Union (FBU). Officials had previously insisted that no new pay offer could be considered until an ‘independent

’

review is published in December. Now the review’s author, George Bain, has agreed to produce an interim report which will offer
guidance to firefighters about the settlement they’re likely to be offered. Firefighters have all along disputed Bain’s independence, in
view of the fact that the government has said it won’t finance any heavy pay commitments his report promises. As Freedom went to
press, a national strike was still due to be launched on 6th November.

Spooks, spies and trickery

ast week’s revelations that MIS and

Special Branch infiltrated the highest

levels of the left and trade unions in
the 1970s came as no surprise to us. Unlike
sections of the left, we've never had any
illusions about the state. We’ve never doubted
that it’d do anything to protect itself. Not only
have anarchists been aware of the likelithood
of infiltration by state agents, we’ve actively
exposed them and their private sector
equivalents like the Economic League.

The BBC True Spies programme, which
was shown on 27th October, exposed Joe
Gormley of the National Union of Miners
and Ray Buckton from train drivers’ union

ASLEF (both are now dead). They were
among 23 ‘senior trade unionists’ who passed
information to police, 1t was revealed.

Special Branch also had undercover officers,
known as ‘hairies’, who ‘went native’ and
infiltrated left-wing groups and campaigns.
Once inside organisations, they worked their
way up by being prepared to do the boring
jobs, which coincidently gave them access to
membership lists and so on.

Sometime Marxist Tariq Ali, in a late bid
for the title of most naive lefty around, said
last week that he was shocked by the
revelations. “That’s the undemocratic nature
of the intelligence agencies”, he said. “The

state 1s defending itself against its own
democratic citizenry. In order to do so, it has
to disregard some of the democratic values it
believes 1n.”

For us, it’s a fact of life that there will be
agents in our ranks. Others will be pressured
for information, or bought. We can take steps
to minimise this, but it’s better to operate on
the assumption that phones are tapped,
emails are read and meeting rooms bugged.
But a balance needs to be struck. Although
we need to be aware of what’s being done,
we can’t become paranoid. Paranoia 1s the

secret state’s best possible weapon.
Martin H.
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