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A
ccording to the Prison Service, last 
week’s revolt at Lincoln jail was the 
worst outbreak of violence to hit 
Britain’s prisons since the Strangeways 

uprising of 1991. More than two hundred 
places were destroyed in the rebellion, which 
raged through the night of 24th-25th October. 
Over 550 screws and police took more than 
eight hours to regain control. Hundreds of 
thousands of pounds worth of damage was 
caused. Police from five counties surrounded 
the prison to prevent a breakout, and a no-fly 
zone was declared overhead.

Doubtless there will now follow a series of 
show trials of ‘ringleaders’, just as there was 
after Strangeways. Martin Narey, the director 
of the Prison Service, is treated as a ‘good 
liberal’ by the soft left and the prison reform 
movement alike. But he’s already said as 
much. At a hastily convened press conference 
outside the jail, Narey crowed about the 
speed with which the ‘control and restraint 
teams’ regained control. “The message to 
anyone else is we will deal very, very swiftly 
with those causing trouble,” he said. “Those 
involved can expect long prison sentences.”

Narey the ‘reformer’ presides over a prison 
system which is bursting at the seams. Lincoln 
was described as a ‘hellhole’ when Jeffrey 
Archer was briefly shipped there recently. It 
was two hundred inmates over its capacity 
when it went up in flames. According to the 
Prison Reform Trust, nine jails in the UK are 
60% over their capacity. A representative of 
the Trust said on 25th October that “England 
is now the prison capital of western Europe, 
and the state of many prisons is an absolute 
disgrace.”

The prison system has seen 77 suicides 
already this year. Overcrowding clearly poses 
a threat to prisoners’ well-being. Narey’s 
response, in collusion with his Home Office 
paymasters, has been to make sure that 
contingency plans are in place for moving 
MUFTI (Minimum Use of Force Tactical 
Intervention) squads from other prisons to 
whichever jail needs them, as quickly as 
possible. His only plan is to batter inmates 
back into line.

Predictably, we’re now hearing the usual 
cries from the Prison Officers Association 
(POA) that, “as long as the judiciary and 
politicians continue to expect more and more 
prisoners to be held in less and less secure 
accommodation, with less and less staff, we 
will get more of these incidents.”

The screws are using the overcrowding 
crisis to bid for a recruitment drive, and to 
argue for prisoner conditions to be worsened.

(continued on page 2)

As the government backs down on firefighters’ initial demands, Freedom says ...

The first in a series of fire service strikes was called off on 26th October, after the government caved in to pressure from firefighters
and the Fire Brigades Union (FBU). Officials had previously insisted that no new pay offer could be considered until an ‘independent’ 

review is published in December. Now the review’s author, George Bain, has agreed to produce an interim report which will offer 
guidance to firefighters about the settlement they’re likely to be offered. Firefighters have all along disputed Bain’s independence, in 
view of the fact that the government has said it won’t finance any heavy pay commitments his report promises. As Freedom went to 

press, a national strike was still due to be launched on 6th November.
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L
ast week’s revelations that MI5 and 
Special Branch infiltrated the highest 
levels of the left and trade unions in 
the 1970s came as no surprise to us. Unlike 

sections of the left, we’ve never had any 
illusions about the state. We’ve never doubted 
that it’d do anything to protect itself. Not only 
have anarchists been aware of the likelihood 
of infiltration by state agents, we’ve actively 
exposed them and their private sector 
equivalents like the Economic League.

The BBC True Spies programme, which 
was shown on 27th October, exposed Joe 
Gormley of the National Union of Miners 
and Ray Buckton from train drivers’ union

ASLEF (both are now dead). They were 
among 23 ‘senior trade unionists’ who passed 
information to police, it was revealed.

Special Branch also had undercover officers, 
known as ‘hairies’, who ‘went native’ and 
infiltrated left-wing groups and campaigns. 
Once inside organisations, they worked their 
way up by being prepared to do the boring 
jobs, which coincidently gave them access to 
membership lists and so on.

Sometime Marxist Tariq Ali, in a late bid 
for the title of most naive lefty around, said 
last week that he was shocked by the 
revelations. “That’s the undemocratic nature 
of the intelligence agencies”, he said. “The 

state is defending itself against its own 
democratic citizenry. In order to do so, it has 
to disregard some of the democratic values it 
believes in.”

For us, it’s a fact of life that there will be 
agents in our ranks. Others will be pressured 
for information, or bought. We can take steps 
to minimise this, but it’s better to operate on 
the assumption that phones are tapped, 
emails are read and meeting rooms bugged. 
But a balance needs to be struck. Although 
we need to be aware of what’s being done, 
we can’t become paranoid. Paranoia is the 
secret state’s best possible weapon.

Martin H.
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Anarchists work towards a society of 
mutual aid and voluntary co-operation. 
We reject all government and economic 
repression. This newspaper, published 
continuously since 1936, exists to 
explain anarchism more widely and
show that only in an anarchist society 
can human freedom thrive.

What anarchism
means to me

M
oved by the beautiful anarchist 
vision of a communal, cooperative, 
peaceful society - a society in which 
men, women and all ethnic peoples are 

treated equally, a society in which decision­
making would be communal, not by the 
dictum of power-hungry, corrupt politicians 
- I became an anarchist back in 1936.

Now, at the age of 84, I’ve had plenty of 
time to think about the role anarchism has 
made in my life. The number of anarchists is 
minuscule and ‘the revolution’ won’t occur 
in my lifetime. But I’m still convinced that 
our vision is the only hope for the 
continuance of life on earth.

We must incorporate our concepts into 
our lives and try, difficult as it may be, to 
live anarchic lifestyles. We must continually 
advocate peaceful solutions to problems 
that arise. We can’t kill our way to a free 
society.

Don’t be lured by the promise of wealth 
and power. Try to make as few compromises. 
with your ideals as possible. Work towards 
cooperative work and living solutions, 
rather than enslaved or compromised 
ones. Build alternative schools, establish 
communal gardens in your neighbourhoods 
and alternative distribution methods, rather 
than patronising the supermarkets.

Enrich your lives with music, art and 
literature, hopefully produced by fellow 
community members. Reach out to as many 
fellow beings as possible with your thinking. 
If anarchists speak only to anarchists, our 
visions of a productive, pleasure-filled 
society will perish.

We have all been corrupted by this macho, 
prejudiced, money and power-oriented 
society. All of its institutions - religious, 
governmental, educational or social - 
perpetuate the existence of a small group 
of the super-wealthy who control the 
world today.

Develop an awareness of who and what 
you are. Resist becoming pedantic and 
‘superior’. If you choose an anarchic 
lifestyle, you will live a full life marked by 
loving, stimulating, fulfilling relationships 
that all the money in the world can’t buy. In 
addition, you’ll leave your anarchist visions 
alive in the minds of generations to come.

David Koven
What does anarchism mean to you? Send in your 

contributions for this column (300 words please) to 

FreedomCopy@aol.com or to The Freedom Editors at 

the address below.

Freedom Press
84b Whitechapel High Street

London E1 7QX

e-mail FreedomCopy@aol.com

T
he newly inaugurated National Mis­
carriage of Justice Day took place on 
12th October. The first ever gathering 
to mark the event was held in Liverpool, 

with over a hundred people in attendance. 
Families, friends and supporters of the 
wrongfully imprisoned came along to share 
an afternoon of despair, disbelief, solidarity 
and, eventually, hope. Half a dozen dedicated 
speakers highlighted specific cases, and held 
the packed auditorium spellbound with finely 
detailed accounts of state, police and judicial 
corruption, lies, manipulation and brutality.

There were scores more campaigners present, 
each one with heartbreaking stories to tell - 
unfortunately far too many to instance here. 
In terms of attendance, this was essentially 
an audience from the North West, suggesting 
that there must be thousands of similar 
occurrences up and down the country. To say 
that miscarriages of justice run to epidemic 
proportions is no exaggeration.

Michael Davies from the M25 Three and 
the mother of Michael Hickey, from the 
Bridgewater Four, were there, as was Don 
Hale, the campaigner who finally saw 
Stephen Downing declared innocent of the 
‘Bakewell Tart’ killing. So too were Barbara 
Stone, the sister of Michael Stone (jailed for 
the murders of Lyn and Megan Russell), and 
Paddy Hill of the Birmingham Six.

All of them spoke eloquently and 
passionately about the disastrous happenings 
which had overtaken them and members of 
their families. Each spoke convincingly 
about the unseen horrors taking place inside 
the British justice system. For example, there 
was the ruthless skullduggery surrounding 
the conviction of Michael Stone, as related 
by his sister.

Barbara Stone has never doubted her 
brother’s innocence. It’s a view shared by 
many legal minds close to the case, despite 
the fact that Michael lost a recent appeal for 
a retrial. For anyone unfamiliar with the 
circumstances of his conviction (for what 
were unquestionably heinous killings), there 
was scant or no material evidence linking 
him to the crime. He was pronounced guilty 
almost entirely on the false disclosures of an 
informant he’d shared a prison cell with 
while on remand. It was the lies of this grass

(continued from page 1)
The solution, according to the POA, is to bang 
prisoners up for longer, with fewer privileges 
and more security. But for us there’s only 
one real issue. This is that prison serves to 
degrade and demoralise those it holds.

There’s a proud tradition of revolt against 
the inhumanity of the system in the UK, 
from the 1969 Parkhurst revolt, through to 
the riots and sit-downs which swept Gartree, 
Albany and Parkhurst in 1984-85, to 
Strangeways a decade ago. Already this year 
has seen protests at Belmarsh, Parkhurst, 
Frankland and Rochester. We should support 
all those who, in the weeks and months 
ahead, will be railroaded through the courts 
for their part in the Lincoln revolt.

As John Cluchette, a comrade of George 
Jackson, put it in 1971, “our only hope lies 
in the people’s endeavour to hear our protest 
and support our cause. Building more and 
better prisons is not the solution. Build a 
thousand prisons, arrest and lock up tens of 
thousands of people - all will be to no avail. 
This will not arrest poverty, oppression and 
the other ills of this unjust social order.”

Paul Maguire

many innocent people?

that cost Michael Stone his freedom.
One day after Michael’s conviction, Barbara 

Stone got a request from this inmate. Out of 
the blue he asked her to go and see him, and 
a visit was duly arranged. The stool-pigeon 
admitted to her unequivocally that he’d told 
lies, not only about Michael, but about 
several other prisoners as well - information 
for which agents of the state had rewarded 
him handsomely.

The grass gave Barbara names, many 
names, and said he’d had a bellyfull of 
stitching people up at the behest of the 
prosecuting regimes. Now, he said, he 
wanted to come clean. Above all, he wanted 
to set the record straight where Michael 
Stone was concerned.

Barbara was jubilant. At last she’d got the 
truth from the lips of the man whose 
connivance with police had put her brother 
behind bars, perhaps for the rest of his life. It 
would surely be only a matter of due process 
and a reasonable amount of time before an 
enormous wrong would be acknowledged, 
reversed and put right. Don’t you believe it.

Three weeks after Barbara Stone’s visit, at 
which he sang with all the virtuosity of a 
cage-full of canaries, the grass was silenced. 
He was dead, found hanging in a cell ill- 
equipped for acts of suicide. Perhaps wisely, 
Barbara Stone refrained in Liverpool from 
outright speculation. She would only say, “I 
wish I could tell you he had committed 
suicide. I can’t. I wish I could tell you he 
didn’t commit suicide. I can’t. You will have 
to draw your own conclusions.”

And that, for the present, remains the awful 
predicament weighing down on Michael 
Stone, just one among hundreds, possibly 
even thousands, of victims of miscarriages 
of justice, UK-style. As another long-term

innocent martyr of the British state, Michael 
Hickey, said on his acquittal, “being in 
prison for something you didn’t do is like 
being deaf, dumb and blind.” In other words, 
nobody’s listening.

Tellingly, amidst the unusually hushed 
Liverpool gallery, there were no MPs, journal­
ists from the mainstream media, police or 
other representatives of the system to explain 
why things go so very badly wrong, and so 
often (actually, it mostly begins and ends 
with police fit-ups). Nobody was there to tell 
us what they were doing to put things right. 

None of the victims we heard about had ever 
received even the semblance of an apology 
for the nightmares they and their loved ones 
had been dragged through. This of itself, in 
an era noteworthy for its endemic, ritual 
establishment malpractice, is bad enough 
(though perhaps only to be expected, given 
the class basis of society in general).

Infinitely more depressing was the almost 
total lack of an anarchist presence, or even (it 
seems) an anarchist interest in this, the first 
National Miscarriage of Justice Day - even 
though it had been publicised in Freedom 
beforehand.

Surely anarchists understand better than 
most what depths the state and police are 
capable of plumbing to achieve their ends? 
So what keeps us at arms length, instead of 
embracing worthy and needy causes like 
this? Anarchists simply must leave their 
enclaves, step outside the debating rooms 
and engage with people when and where they 
are really hurting. Miscarriages of justice are 
nothing new. More worryingly, they’re clearly 
on the increase. The next victim could be a 
reader of this newspaper - it’s happened more 
than once in the past. Give it some thought.

Frankie Dee

from

L
ike many other respectable publica­
tions, Freedom is supplied free to 
prisoners. This year, two issues of 
Freedom have been returned from the Snake 

River Correctional Institution in Oregon, 
USA, where we have a subscriber. The first 
was our issue of 18th May, with a front page 
report on London’s Mayday. One of the 
photos showed anarchists carrying a banner 
with an A in a circle. The issue was rejected 
by prison authorities for containing 
“material that threatens or is detrimental to 
the security, safety, health, good order or 
discipline of the facility, inmate rehabilita­
tion or facilitates criminal activity: PORTRAYS 
STG ANARCHIST SYMBOL” (‘STG’ stands 
for ‘Security Threat Group’).

The form said “you may seek administrative 
review for these violations,” so we did. In 

reply, we got a polite letter from somebody 
called M.D. Milhom. This informed us that 
“even though allowing Security Threat 
Group symbols to be displayed in reading 
materials ... may not appear to directly 
promote STG activity, conversely it would 
not act as a deterrent to it. It is a goal of the 
Oregon Department of Corrections to have 
inmates focus on productive, pro-social 
activities and behaviour, rather than remain 
entrenched in anti-social, non-productive 
thought processes.”

The second issue returned was that of 13th 
July, with responses to Joy Wood’s article on 
pornography. This was rejected because, 
allegedly, “page 4 portrays sexual acts and 
behaviours”. This time we didn’t bother to 
ask for the administrative review ...

D.R.
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