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MINERS on development workings at Gedling
and Pye Hill Collieries are getting up to Ã60 a
week less than men doing the same job else-
where in the Nottinghamshire coalfield.

And many faceworkers
struggling in low seams under
bad roofs are picking up a
considerably slimmer wage
packet than men in other pits
working in conditions that are
both safer and more comfor-
table. '

These are amongst the
anomalies ~t_hat have appeared
as a direct result-of the new ,
locally agreed, incentive
bonus scheme - a scheme
partly designed and largely
championed by Notts Area
NUM President Len Clarke.

EXPLAIN
Clarke now has some

explaining to do. He has to
tell Newstead facemen, for
instance, why it is that they
receive half the Ã45 bonus of
the prestigious Hucknall mine
which is hardly subject to the
same hazardous roof--drop... "

He's yet to explain to men
in underground headings at
Gedling and Rye Hill No. 1
why they are on a quarter of
the Ã79 bonus paid to men
doing comparable work in
Annesleyós Low Main Drift.

They'd really like óto know
- as no doubt would the Moor-
green colliers who are said
to be getting about Ã10 out of
his "the -sky ' s-the--limit"
deal.

Even the NCB would like to
know why the first week of

bonus payments should see
three disputes: at C alverton
and Hucknall over manning,
and amongst NCB drivers who
have received nothing from
the scheme.

DIVISIONS
Miners are already telling

of the divisions that the
return to piece-work has
created amongst the work-
force, with some faceworkers
seeing other men, not directly
employed on coal-getting, as
baggage benefitting from their
productivity . A

DOther reports point out that
the quickest and easiest way
of winning coal is not always
the safest and that overtired
men are taking dangerous
shortcuts to achieve produc-
tion norms. - =

This is being done,
frequently in the blind gaze
of the managersó deputies,
by not isolating machinery,
leaving ventilation ducts
unextended and by using the
bare minimum of supports.

But perhaps the saddest
effect of the new scheme is
the sense of comradeship it
can shatter; setting bonus-
conscious men (anxious to
make good four years wage
restraint) against workmates
who believe that there's only
one safe working speed -
your own.
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THE TORIES IN CITY AND COUNTY HAVE
HAD A GOOD YEAR SO FAR.

ON PAGES 10 AND 11 WE LOOK AT SOME
OF WHAT THEY HAVE BEEN SAYING:

I-

ALL THE CONSUMER ADVICE CENTRES
TO BE CLOSED DOWN - but ratepayers will
have to pay more to be without them

740 TEACHING JOBS TO GO - in spite of
1 in 6 primary classes being already badly
overcrowded .

ADULT LITERACY - will they save itô?
COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL TO

BE KICKED OUT OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY CENTRE ð why?
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ALSO THREATENED IS THE CLOSURE
OP BILBOROUGH BUS DEPOT - along with
cuts in public transport all round. '
Also inside: ,
p2 - Baby deaths that can be prevented. ,
D3 - Tories make life hard for the homeless.
p6 - "Neighbourhood News"
p8 - What are community workers up to?
p12 - George Green, Sneinton genius. +1
p13 - A look at Beeston.
p14 - Books, theatre, exhibitions.


































