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Ratzinger drooling over
changes to education
In amongst the glam frocks and gold stage 
props of his visit and a little bit away from 
the drama of ‘terrorist’ arrests, Pope Joe 
Ratzinger has laid the wink to Catholicism’s 
big plan for reclaiming British souls, in front 
of the cameras, with barely anyone noticing.

As so often with the Catholic Church, it all 
comes down to kids. In this case, who should 
be in charge of their education and why.

Ratso was straightforward on the matter. 
During a Mass at St Mary’s University 
College in Twickenham, he talked on the 
subject of religion in schools, remarking 
that: “The presence of Catholic schools is a 
powerful reminder of the much-discussed 
Catholic ethos that needs to inform every 
aspect of school life. This extends far 
beyond the self-evident requirement that the 
content of the teaching should always be in 
conformity with Church doctrine.”

His comments are timely for the government. 
With Tory plans to instantaneously convert 
the entire state school system into Academies 
by flirting embarrassingly with schools’ head 
teachers crashing and burning, and companies 
proving reluctant to take on anything which 
can’t make them oodles of cash, education 
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PERSISTENTLY PROTESTING
Some 500 flag-waving demonstrators gathered 
outside opening of the TUC conference in 
Manchester in what Dave Chapple, President 
of the National Shop Stewards Network, 
described as the “first national demonstration 
against the Coalition Government’s cuts.” Well, 
that should scare the Coalition! The following 
day TUC declared it’s planning a ‘campaign’ 
against the cuts, with Bob Crow, RMT General 
Secretary, calling for co-ordinated strikes and 
civil disobedience and Les Bayliss of Unite 
saying this will be suicide.

All the usual suspects were on parade - the 
Socialist Party, the SWP with its Right to Work 
campaign, the re-fashioned communists, Trade 
Union and Trades Council banners from up 
and down the country, even a handful of folk 
from the Manchester Solidarity Federation.

Young syndicalists addressed the crowd and 
the old anarcho-syndicalist former miner, Dave 
Douglass, from Northumbria told us that great 
industries like coal mining did not die, “they 
were slaughtered” by Thatcher and Major.

The National Shop Stewards Network is 
backed by public sector unions such as RMT, 
PCS, CWU, the National NUM and the POA, 
so this demo was about preserving jobs in the 
public sector, not about a new world order. 
Calling on the TUC to call a national demon­
stration against the public sector cuts must be 
one of the most timid demands imaginable and 
this conservativism of the British left is typical. 
Bob Crow sounds militant and even harks 
back to the poll tax riots, but expectations of 
radical social change still seem remote at the 
moment.
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COKE: The real thing had a slightly less real 
taste to it, as workers at the Coca-Cola 
bottling plant in Edmonton, North London, 
turned off the taps in a dispute over a 
derisory 2% pay offer. The angry workers, 
who feel betrayed by Coca-Cola’s lack of 
commitment to its workforce, are planning 
more strikes throughout September, arguing 
that 2% would amount to a pay cut against 
inflation. It’s estimated a million fewer bottles 
of Coke will be on the market this month 
because of the workers actions.

Coke’s pre-tax profits last year were up 
by 12% to £617.9m.

POLICE: The boys in blue, it seems, are 
not immune from the Tories spending cuts 
after all. Unlike Thatcher, who diverted 
massive funds into bolstering the wage packets 
of her police (and was ably rewarded with 
their unflinching enthusiasm to the job 
during the miners’ strike), Cameron is happy 
cut the bobbies’ budget, forcing them to 
cut their numbers.

We wonder is this the end of the privatised 
surveillance culture of the FIT teams (who 
have cost the Met millions in compensation 
claims over faulty ‘intelligence’ gathering)? 
We also recommend a cut-back in guns, 
bullets and batons as a show of good faith. 

PROTEST: Bus drivers, office cleaners and 
fish market porters joined forces for an 
energetic demonstration outside London’s 
City Hall, home of Tory millionaire mayor 
Boris Johnson, who is proposing cuts to 
save his party money. Bus drivers, who were 
supported by city cleaners and porters from 
Billingsgate fish market, will be badly hit if 
Johnson’s policies of cutting public transport 
is agreed. It also means those on lower 
income, who rely on the service, will be denied 
the ability to travel safely round the capital. 

THIEVES: Birmingham City Council has 
sent its 26,000 employees legal notices 
informing them that they all must accept a 
pay cut or face instant dismissal.

Council chiefs sent the threatening letters 
to all non-schools staff - covering everyone 
from street sweepers to clerks, carers and 
cleaners - warning them that they will receive 
new contracts imposing cuts in pay and 
conditions, or face the sack.

TUC: Bob Crow, the robust powerhouse of 
the RMT union, seems to be endorsing a 
more autonomous approach to confronting 
the cuts with his rabble-rousing speech at a 
Trades Union Conference meeting in 
Manchester. Resurrecting the tactics of eco- 
activists Reclaim The Streets, he called on 
pensioners and benefits claimants to bring 
Britain’s motorways to a halt by occupying 
the M25. And, echoing the anarchist call- 
to-arms, he urged that “We should have civil 
disorder on the streets” before finally throwing 
down the gauntlet, “You can crawl away into 
a shell or go out on the streets and fight.” 
Anarchists, we hope, were taking notes.

LENS CAP FANNING THE FLAMES

Thursday 16th September saw thousands of London fire-fighters march, in dress uniform, through the 

streets of capital in protest at London Fire Brigade’s decision to begin the process of sacking all London 

fire-fighters. Each fire-fighter would be forced to re-apply for their position under new contracts and new 

shift patterns, otherwise face dismissal.

Not just a bookfair
The Bristol Anarchist Bookfair ended in 
triumph as people packed into the after-party 
(organised with fearless energy by Kebele 
Sound, who form part of the Kebele Social 
Centre collective, a key part of the Bristol 
radical community) for an evening of radical 
entertainment featuring the wonderfully 
named Cop on Fire, rolling ska wizards 
from Belgium. It was a fitting end to a truly 
impressive day.

On Saturday 11th September a converted 
office block (pictured below) - which had been 
taken over and run as a community interest 
company for the last two years in the heart 
of the Stokes Croft cultural quarter, where, 
according to the organisers, occasional battles 
rage between regenerators, developers and 
corporate takeover swindlers, and some of 
the local population - played host to a varied 
collection of political organisations, campaign

groups and radical distributors eager to inform, 
entertain and encourage people towards a 
more radical way of thinking.

The figures are impressive. According to the 
organisers, there were 47 groups, campaigns, 
authors, publishers and distros spread over 
two floors of the building, with over 800 
people coming through the doors throughout 
the day. Meetings and workshops provided 
an environment for discussion and debate 
which covered the basics - from the Anarchist 
Federation with ‘what is anarchism?’ and 
Bristol Resistance with ‘which way for anti­
fascism?’, to practical workshops on 
community organising against the cuts, direct 
action anti-poverty work, free movement and 
social movements, to single issue topics such 
as animal rights, GM crops and the impressive 
radical history zone who had discussions 
throughout the day.

In terms of anarchist groups in attendance, 
the federations put in a healthy show, with 
Solfed and AF having stalls and hosting 
meetings and Class War making their presence 
felt by draping their banner across the front 
of the building. But, as with all these types 
of self-organised events, it’s the energy and 
commitment of those people working 
tirelessly behind the scenes that makes the 
day a real success. The organisers especially 
wanted to thank the Kebele Cafe collective, 
some of whom appeared to not stop working 
for a moment all day, feeding the never- 
ending queue of hungry bookworms

If bookfairs are an indicator of the state 
of the anarchist movement in the UK, then 
Bristol has developed a healthy and robust 
political culture that has the confidence and 
skills to put on such an event. Long may 
they continue to do so.
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