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Is Hull going yuppie mad? The
answer doesn't lie in the amount
of money being spent on the de-

velopment of the dockland and re—@g

furbishment of the city centre

but on what has happened in otherp:ihunumu
\
l
I

cities that have already under-
gone such developments and the
sort of people allowed tOo move
into them. It's then that it be-
comes clear that these develop-

ments are not for our benefit but!.

for the young upwardly mobile
Nratts.

I anyone suggested a year ago
that Hull would be invaded by
vuppies we'd of probably laughed
and thought nothing else of it.

But since then we've seen a mass-
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i1ve escalation in the asmount of

censtruction work going on in and | ‘)

around the city centre. £60m 18
being spent on a new shopplng
complex at the Princess dock-
consisting of 69 shops, as 1f we
haven't enough already. Victoria
dock 1s the site for the £65m
housing scheme or '"riverside
village'-consisting of 1,300
homes priced between £18,000 and

transforming St. Andrews dock in-
to the "Fishermans Wharf". This
project includes an eight-screen
cinema, restaurants, winebars,

a leisure & water park and an
office complex. The only thing
the planners have overlooked is a
cemetery.

This playground is in no way
ment for us. All properties are
subject to status, from the
518,000 one bedroom flats upwards
V/le know of several people that
noped to purchase a home this new
village-all were turned away. One
couple, wanting a bungalow for
when they retire, were turned
away by the developers, Bellway.
"hilst enquiring at Bellway's
office they saw '"an estate agent
from down South bought a block of
20 bungalows and he paid cash for
them there and then.

Hull city council have been very
careful in its plans to gentrify
the inner city. It's learnt
lessons from the mistakes made by
other councils that have already
undergone such schemes and in do-
ing so met stiff opposition from
locals. The millions being spent
on the city centre is supposedly
being done to encourage tourism-
bullshit: Tourists come to our
city to learn of and to see our
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hitory, not a load of glass and plastic shopping arcades-they can see

them back at home. The tarting up of the city centre is being done to
attract yuppies and the like into our area. We've seen the completion
of flats, close to the marina, that are available to us through the
various housing associations. This has been done so as to make ug fecl
we're not being left out and to keep us quiet-a direct lesson from
other cities.

Meanwhile on our eide of the fence we're left holding the shitty end
of the stick, as usual. A megre £3m is to be spent in a vain attenpt
to improve one of FHull's most run down estate. Homelessness has risen
by 100% since 1987 to 112,000, thats not including the people not reg-
istered or the many people that live in squalid overcrowded housing.
The council, whom we vote for and pay for, are more interested in
attracting yuppies than our welfare-£60,000 spent on new bus shelters
for the city centre, they've really got their priorities right. We are
already feeling the effects of the yuppies decending on Northern citiec
-as the South have already experienced our house prices and living
costs are begining to rise, making it virtually impossible for the
first time buyer to get a home which only serves to aggravate the
housing crisis. It really is sickening to think that we work ourselves
into an early grave building the homes and making the wealth for the
rich. And at the end of the day all we're left with is second rate
housing, second rate pensions and a second rate health service.

S0 what can we do? We can firstly make this village look like our own
estates with plenty of graffiti, litter and vandolism-the odd smashed
Mercedes, BMW or window wouldn't go amiss either. Whilst this only
serves to irritate the rich scum of the village it does show hovever
that we don't want these people in our area and that we're nolonger
prepared to sit back on our arses and be walked all over. This doesn't
make the problem go away. To do that we must work together and chuange
the current system. As long as capitalism exists, the cause of the
problems and injustices experienced by us @n11ll, then we'll never ever b
able to build a better life for ourselver and our children,








