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HISTORY WORKSHOP
' 2l _Newcastle Upon Tvne,
20722 November 1987

The programme, so far confirmed, for
the Anarchism stream iIs:

Andrew Whitehead -- Dan Chatterfon

and His Athelstic. Communistic
Scorcher
Phil Ruff -- The Soclal-Democratlic

OQutrages In London, 1909-1911

Nigel Todd -- The Clousden Hill Free
Communist and Co-operative Colony

Paul Salveson -- The Daisy Colony
(Blackpool)

Richard Bircumshaw -- Libertarian
Communism in Pedralba, 1936

John Shotton -- Chlildren Against the
State
Careth Bel laby - Bakunin on

Revolutionary Organizations

Malcolm Hornsby - Friendly
Societies, Co-ops, Trade Unions and
Direct Democracy

Andy Pratt -- The Control of Space
Ros Gill -- The Media, Ideology and
Anarchism

John Clark -=- "Bakunin and the

Problem of Power'

John Clark has taken some extra
trouble to come to Newcastle.
Support and a welcome would be
appreclated.

Registration fees: £8 waged, .£1.50
unwaged.

All registrations and enquirilies
should be sent to:

HW21

Tyneside History Workshop Centre
Newcastle Trades Council

4 The Cloth Market

Newcastle Upon Tyne

Anarchist

Research
Group

Our most recent meeting was a
delightful excursion into the
details of Malatesta’s life 1in
London during the 1890s. Virtual-
ly nothing has been published in
English about or by him, %0 most
of were extremely grateful for Carl
Levy’s contribution. It would be
impossible to summarise the talk,
and several of us urged Carl to get
some of this intriguing information
into print as soon as possible. I
shall not attempt to trace the
changes and development of Malates-
ta’s 1deas and practice, nor trace
the intricacies of his soctial
connections, but my favourite pieces
of trivia were the names of the Ltwo
agents who followed Malatesta
around for years, reporting directly
to the Italian Prime Minister, Dante
and Virgil. I also learned that an
anarchist, Silvio Corio was the
partner of Sylvia Pankhurst, and
father of Richard P...not everyone
knows that. There were ten of us at
the meeting, including four people
who had never come before. Although
the attendance is never awesome, we
seemed reasonably certain that the
meetings are well worth attending.
Afterwards we adjourned te  the
[talian (appropriate?) cafe near
Goodge St. tube for more conversa-
tion. Anyone who knows another good
cafe (in the immediate area) we can
use after the porter bools us
ot AN urged to pass on this
information.

The next meeting will take place
on 17 January in the same place at
2.00. The location can be found by
going to Senate House, University of
London, the tall white building on
Malet St. The porter 1in the
Institute for Historical Research,
on the ground floor, will direct you
through the building 1if you ask
where the "anarchist group” meets.
In the next 1issue of BAR, which
should be published just before 23

December, or Just after 3
January will have details of topics
and meetings for the next few
months. ARG will, of course, have

an informal meeting during the two
days of the History Workshop 1in
Newcastle, details of which are
elsewhere in this 1ssue.



REVIEWS

by Winnie the Pooh

Murray Bookchin, The Modern Crisis
(1986, New Socliety Publishers and, In
Canada, Black Rose Books, ISBN 0O-

86571-084-8, $/.95).

This collection of essays constitutes
both an extended footnote to
Bookchin's Ecology of Freedom and a
prolegomena to his latest opus, The
Rise of Urbanization and the pecline
___________________ Bookchin attempts to
flesh out an ecological ethic, to
clarify the basic tenets of soclial
ecology, and to develop 4
personalistic conception of moral
economy which he opposes to the
market economy that he sees as an
all-devouring cancer destroying both
the FEarth and human community.
Despite his turgid prose he does put
forward some new Ideas forming a
useful addition to his earlier work.

Bookchin, The. _Rise _of Urbanization

and the Decline of (Citizenship.
(1987, Sierra Club Books, ISBN O-

87156-706-7, $22.95, clotn oniy.)
This Is Bookchin's most substantial

book since The_Ecelogy of Freedom, an

extended historical narrative tracing
the development of civic freedoms and
democracy which Bookchin opposes to

"republicanism" (1.e.
parliamentarianism) and the nation-
state. The preliterate organlic

commune of The Ecology of Freedom has
been replaced by the Athenian pollils
as Bookchin moves away from the
generous utopianism of Fourier to a
celebration of artisan traditions of
self-sufficiency very reminiscent of
Proudhon. In his concluding chapter,
where he sketches out a programme for
a new Ilibertarian municipalism, he
actually cites Proudhon's People's
Bank as a possible model for civic
reform, leaving the Impression that
he Is nothing more than a latter day
Paul Brousse as he attempts to create
a political practice out of his
abstract theoretics. Nevertheless,
It's provocative reading.

Thom Holterman & Henc van Maarseveen,
eds., Law__and Anarchism (1984, Black
Rose Books, ISBN 0-919619-08-8,
$12.95). This 1Is a very uneven
collection of essays ranging from the
analytic to the bizarre. The most
preposterous, badly written and
argued piece 1s Holterman's, 1In which
he attempts the Impossible, an
anarchist theory of law and the state

as positive 1Institutions. Michael

Tayvior's essay on  social worder iIn

stateless socletlies 1s positively
elegant 1n comparison, and one of the
few essays, along with those by
Carter on dadirect action, Canhm on
Kropotkin, and Reichert on Proudhon,
worth reading. The remainder 1Is

Jurisprudential sophistry.

David Hall,
Prelude to
(1982, State

Lreos. __and . lreny: A
Philosophical Anarchism
University of New York

Press, ISBN 0-87395-586-2). The sub-
title of tnis book 15 very
misleading, for by '"philosophical
anarchism'" Hall means nothing more
than a metaphysical position that
denlies that there are any Inherent

ordering principles 1In the universe,
an anarchism even more abstract and
intellectual than Paul Feyerabend's.
Hall's mailn preoccupation 1Is to
rehabllitate mysticlism and
aestheticism as part of our ''cultural
sensorium." The appeal of this book
will largely be limited to
professional philosophers familiar
with Whitehead, Dewey and Taoism.

John Clark, The Anarchist Moment___ :
Reflections on Culture, Nature_ _and
Power (1984, Black Rose Books, ISBNO-
920057-07-1, $12.95).

This 1Is a superb collection of essays
by one of the few contemporary
anarchist theorists writing 1In the
English language. Although strongly
Influenced by Bookchin, to whom Clark
devotes one of the essays, he has
gone on to develop his own original
brand of ecological anarchism, a
melding of Bookchin and Taolsm
Informed by contemporary radical
soclal theory (Foucault, Baudrillard,
Sahlins, et al). A better writer
than Bookchin (although this is
somewhat obscured by some serious
typographical errors - for example,
In one passage 'anti-authoritarian"
comes out as "authoritarian'", making
nonsense out of what Clark really
wrote - and sloppy editing typical of
Black Rose Books), Clark's arguments
are also clearer and less rhetorical.
Essays on Marx, Bakunin, soclial
transformation, technology, nature
ethics, anarchism and world crisis
make this a must read for anyone who
enjoys more theoretical pileces.

Mikhail Bakunin,

From Qut of the Dustbin : Bakunin's

Basic Writings, 1869-1871, trans. and
ed. by Robert M. Cutler (1985, Ardis

Publ ishers, ISBN 0-88233-646-0,
$9.95).

This Is a scholarly edition of some

of Bakunin's speeches and writings
from the 1869-1871 period. Cutler's
Introduction is Informed and
sympathetic; his annotated
bibliography 15 quite simply,








