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The programme, so far confirmed, for 
the Anarchism stream is:

Andrew Whitehead — Dan Chatterton 
and His Atheistic. Communistic 
Scorcher

Phil Ruff — The Social-Democratic 
Outrages in London, 1909-1911

Nigel Todd — The Clousden Hill Free 
Communist and Co-operative Colony

Paul Sa Iveson — The Daisy Colony 
(Blackpool)

Richard Bircumshaw — Libertarian 
Communism in Pedralba, 1936

John Shot ton — Children Against the 
State

Gareth Bellaby — Bakunin on 
Revolutionary Organizations

Malcolm Hornsby — Friendly 
Societies, Co-ops, Trade Unions and 
Direct Democracy

Andy Pratt — The Control of Space

Ros Gill — The Media, Ideology and 
Anarchism

John Clark — "Bakun in
Problem of Power"

and the

John Clark 
trouble to 
Support and 
appreciated.

has taken some extra 
come to Newcastle, 
a welcome would be

Registration fees: £3 waged, .£1.50
unwaged.

All registrations and enquiries 
should be sent to:

HW21
Tyneside History Workshop Centre 
Newcastle Trades Council
4 The Cloth Market
Newcastle Upon Tyne
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REVIEWS
by Winnie the Pooh 

Murray Bookchin, The Modern Crisis
(1936, New Society Publishers and, in 
Canada, Black Rose Books, ISBN 0- 
36571-034-3, $7.95). 

This collection of essays constitutes 
both an extended footnote to 
Bookchin's EQQjQgy__ Q.fL-FreedQm and a
prolegomena to his latest opus, The 
R1sq__q.R__ Urbaniza.ti.Q.^^ 
of Citizenship. Bookchin attempts to 
flesh out an ecological ethic, to 
clarify the basic tenets of social 
ecology, and to develop a 
personalistic conception of moral 
economy which he opposes to the 
market economy that he sees as an 
all-devouring cancer destroying both 
the Earth and human community. 
Despite his turgid prose he does put 
forward some new ideas forming a 
useful addition to his earlier work.

Bookchin, ThQ__ Rise__ o_f___ Urban.Lzsll.Qn
a.nd_the.___ D.qg.11d.Q—q£ CLtlzens.hip..
(1937, Sierra Club Books, ISBN 0- 
87156-706-7, $22.95, cloth only.)
This is Bookchin's most substantial 
book since T.he.-EQQ.LQ&lL-.Qf^Er.eQd.Qin., an 
extended historical narrative tracing 
the development of civic freedoms and 
democracy which Bookchin opposes to 
"republicanism" (i.e.
pariiamentarianism) and the nation­
state. The preliterate organic
commune of The_Eco_logy. of Freedom has 
been replaced by the Athenian polis 
as Bookchin moves away from the 
generous utopianism of Fourier to a 
celebration of artisan traditions of 
self-sufficiency very reminiscent of 
Proudhon. In his concluding chapter, 
where he sketches out a programme for 
a new libertarian municipalism, he 
actually cites Proudhon's People's 
Bank as a possible model for civic 
reform, leaving the impression that 
he is nothing more than a latter day 
Paul Brousse as he attempts to create 
a political practice out of his 
abstract theoretics. Nevertheless,
it's provocative reading.

Thom Holterman & Henc van Maarseveen, 
eds., Law and Anarchism (1984, Black 
Rose Books, ISBN 0-919619-03-3, 
$12.95). This is a very uneven 
collection of essays ranging from the 
analytic to the bizarre. The most 
preposterous, badly written and 
argued piece is Holterman's, in which 
he attempts the impossible, an 
anarchist theory of law and the state 
as positive institutions. Michael

Taylor's essay on social order in 
stateless societies is positively 
elegant in comparison, and one of the 
few essays, along with those by 
Carter on direct action, Cahm on 
Kropotkin, and Reichert on Proudhon, 
worth reading. The remainder is 
jurisprudential sophistry. 

David Hall, Eros and Lrony_; A
.Prelude to Philosophical Anarchism  

(1932, State University of New York 
Press, ISBN 0-87395-586-2). The sub­
title of this book is very 
misleading, for by "philosophical 
anarchism" Hall means nothing more 
than a metaphysical position that 
denies that there are any inherent 
ordering principles in the universe, 
an anarchism even more abstract and 
intellectual than Paul Feyerabend 's. 
Hall's main preoccupation is to 
rehabilitate mysticism and
aestheticism as part of our "cultural 
sensorium." The appeal of this book 
will largely be limited to 
professional philosophers familiar 
with Whitehead, Dewey and Taoism. 

John Clark, Tbe_AnarQhlst Houtent ;.
Refie.Q.tiQILS-.Qn-^CLJLtuQe,__ Nature__ and 

Pqwqe (1984, Black Rose Books, ISBNO- 
920057-07-1, $12.95).
This is a superb collection of essays 
by one of the few contemporary 
anarchist theorists writing in the 
English language. Although strongly 
influenced by Bookchin, to whom Clark 
devotes one of the essays, he has 
gone on to develop his own original 
brand of ecological anarchism, a 
melding of Bookchin and Taoism 
informed by contemporary radical 
social theory (Foucault, Baudrillard, 
Sahl ins, et al). A better writer 
than Bookchin (although this is 
somewhat obscured by some serious 
typographical errors - for example, 
in one passage "anti-authoritarian" 
comes out as "authoritarian", making 
nonsense out of what Clark really 
wrote - and sloppy editing typical of 
Black Rose Books), Clark's arguments 
are also clearer and less rhetorical.
Essays on Marx, Bakunin, 
transformation, technology, 
ethics, anarchism and world 

social
nature
crisis

make this a must read for anyone who 
enjoys more theoretical pieces.

Mikhail Bakunin,
Ejcqel-QuI__ q£... the__ T.usllLiL-LJ3akunLnlQ
Ba.$lQ_Wj2illn^Q^136^-l£7J, trans, and 
ed. by Robert M. Cutler (1935, Ardis 
Publishers, ISBN 0-83233-646-0, 
$9.95).

This is a scholarly edition of some 
of Bakunin's speeches and writings 
from the 1369-1371 period. Cutler's
introduction 
sympathetic; 
bi bliography

is informed and
his annotated

is, quite simply,



excel lent. 
themselves range 
(his analysis 
revolutionary 
ridiculous (his 
abolition of 
inheritance).

Bakunin's writings
from the insightful 
of contemporary 

currents) to the
arguments for the 

the right of
However, Dolgoff's

Bakunin.___on.____ Anarchism is more 
comprehensive and better edited (not 
over edited, as Cutler claims; 
Bakunin could be a bit of a windbag

Bob Black, The Abolition of Work and 
Other Essays (Port Townsend, WA: 
Loompanics Unlimited, n.d.--1986?). 
Pp. 159. ISBN 0 915179 41 5. £5.45.

This text, a collection of "rants, 
diatribes, jeremiads, and harangues" 
from 1977-1985, is essential reading 
for anyone interested in the 
trajectory of contemporary anarchism, 
and American anarchism in particular. 
Black is one of the so-called New 
Ranters—a term originally applied to 
a radical anti-authoritarian sect 
that flourished during the English 
Civil War—who compose and distribute 
anarchic flyers and pamphlets. And 
from all the available evidence, he 
is one of the better, if not the 
best, of the diverse group of 
polemical writers who have been 
agglomerated under this heading. His 
rants are far more sophisticated and 
trenchant than the aggressively, 
jurvenile (or at least adolescent) 
ravings found in all too many British 
anarchist journals and newspapers.

Black's style is allusive, erudite, 
and most importantly, extremely 
witty, not to say hilarious. Humour 
remains the key weapon in his 
arsenal, as becomes apparent in an 
example which illustrates the most 
admirable qualities in his writing. 
A piece entitled "Declasse(fieds)" 
comprises a series of parodic 
classified ads, including one which 
reads: "SPACE COLONIZATION? Better 
start with the vacuum between your 
ears. The Enterprise Is a garbage 
scow. Instead of lower gravity, why 
not higher levity? Futurism is 
reactionary. Why not science 
friction? The Empire strikes out . . 
. may the farce be with you! Phrases 
on stun! Artaud~J)2- " In a way, this 
passage encapsulates Black's entire 
method. The plea for increased 
levity recurs throughout the volume,
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and his phrases are always designed 
to stun. Yet the epigrammatic style, 
the endless punning and wordplay, the 
irony, sarcasm and facetiousness are 
not mere intellectual pyrotechnics, 
nor merely an elaborately crafted 
icing devised to disguise a rather 
mundane cake. Rather, they remain 
central to the kind of anarchic 
"politics" Black proposes and 
practices.

If one were foolish enough to attempt 
to discern an ideological core 
amongst the enormously diverse texts
collected in this volume, it might be 
wise to plump for the "Theses on 
Groucho Marxism." Of course, the 
Groucho/Karl comparison is nothing 
new, but Black develops it to such 
absurd lengths in his parody of the 
"Theses on Feuerbach" that it 
acquires a whole new dimension. The 
piece asserts that "Groucho Marxism, 
the theory of comedic revolution is 
much more than a blueprint for crass 
struggle: like a red light in a 
window, it illuminates humanity's 
inevitable destiny, the de.cJLasse 
society. G-Marxism is the theory of 
permanent revelry. (Down boy! 
There, that's a good dogma.)" Even 
while developing important ideas, 
Black never ceases to be amusing, 
here employing seif-parody to ensure 
that his proposals do not ossify into 
stultifying dogmas. Nevertheless, 
the notion of a comedic revolution 
designed to implement a condition of 
permanent revelry remains at the 
centre of his "politics." Once this 
is understood, the purpose of the 
items collected in this volume
becomes immediately apparent.
Anything 
revolution

which 
becomes

Black's mordant wit.

impedes this 
a target for 

And this is
particularly true of po-faced 
"progressive" ideologies--such as 
socialism, feminism, the anti-nuclear 
and New Age movements--which he 
savages with some virulence. Even 
anarchism, in a text entitled 
"Anarchism and Other Impediments to 
Anarchy," which should become 
prescribed reading, receives the full 
treatment. But for Black the 
greatest obstacle remains labour, 
which he attacks in the title piece, 
easily the longest text in the 
volume, suggesting: "No one should 
ever work . . . . That doesn't mean 
we have to stop doing things. It 
does mean creating a new way of life 
based on play; in other words, a 
lildLc revolution. By 'play' I mean 
also festivity, creativity, 
conviviality, commensality, and maybe 
even art." Work remains a common 
component in the visions of the 
future offered by all ideologies, 
hence their shared coercive nature, 
and the need to expose and shatter 
them through ridicule. However, 
humour is not merely a methodological




