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The explosion that ripped apart the 'N15' installation of the Russian Iepnocessmg plant

at Tamsk 7 on 6th April, apparently dispersed uranium and plutonium into the air and
has created an area of contamination beyond the secret facility. The complex, 20km

from the city of Tomsk, covers an area the size of Paris.

Although Russian officials and Western pro-nuclear organisations were keen to play down

the accident, it is certainly the worst since Chernobyl. Greenpeace in Moscow said

that the explosion took place in a stainless steel tank which was buried in the earth~

and covered with concrete. A rapid increase in temperature occurred when nitric acid
was added to solution containing high level nuclear waste, blowing the roof off the
tank. The blast sent up a mist of uranium and plutonium aerosols and started a fire.
Initial reports spoke of radiation levels twenty times normal and of snow and topsoil
being removed for burial. Over a hundred people, including firefighters have been
contaminated and "radiation has been scattered over the surrounding countryside"
according to Russian officials.

Operations at the Tomsk 7 plant have been carefully guarded since the 1950's when it
was constructed to produce plutonium for the Soviet nuclear arsenal.

largest stockpile of plutonium - an estimated 180 tonnes. Control of this massive
stockpile has led to international concern about the threat of nuclear weapons
proliferation. Because it is a military facility the International Atamic Energy
Agency have no powers these type of plants. David Kidd, the ...continued overleaf.

Since that time,
Tomsk alone has produced over 50 tonnes of plutonium. Russia currently has the world'
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