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18 submarine reactors (6 with fuel) 
dumped between 1966 and 1991 
plus 13.000 containers of nuclear 
waste. Also reactor from Lenin 
icebreaker

The explosion that ripped apart the 'N15' installation of the Russian reprocessing plant 
at Tomsk 7 on 6th April, apparently dispersed uranium and plutoniun into the air and 
has created an area of contamination beyond the secret faci 1 ity, The complex, 20km 
from the city of Tomsk, covers an area the size of Paris.

Although Russian officials and Western pro-nuclear organisations were keen to play down 
the accident, it is certainly the worst since Chernobyl. Greenpeace in Moscow said 
that the explosion took place in a stainless steel tank which was buried in the earth ’ 
and covered with concrete. A rapid increase in temperature occurred when nitric acid 
was added to solution containing high level nuclear waste, blowing the roof off the
tank. The blast sent up a mist of uranium and plutonium aerosols and started a fire. 
Initial reports spoke of radiation levels twenty times normal and of snow and topsoil 
being removed for burial. Over a hundred people, including firefighters have been 
contaminated and "radiation has been scattered over the surrounding countryside" 
according to Russian officials.

Operations at the Tomsk 7 plant have been carefully guarded since the 1950’s when it 
was constructed to produce plutonium for the Soviet nuclear arsenal. Since that time, 
Ternsk alone has produced over 50 tonnes of plutonium. Russia currently has the world’s 
largest stockpile of plutonium - an estimated 180 tonnes. Control of this massive 
stockpile has led to international concern about the threat of nuclear weapons 
proliferation. Because it is a military facility the International Atomic Energy 
Agency have no powers these type of plants. David Kidd, the ...continued overleaf.



ERIAN SELLAFIEID BLOWS UP continued from page 1...

Agency’s Director of Public Information admitted they had "no knowledge" of safety 
systems at the Tomsk 7 plant.
In spite of the recent thaw in the Cold War, Russia has continued to separate plutonium 
in factories at Tomsk and Chelyabinsk, although for the past year Tomsk is said to have 
switched to ’civilian’ work. It is also believed that plutonium separation continues 
at Krasnoyarsk in Siberia, where a major new reprocessing plant called RT-2 is being 
built.

In 1990 two nuclear reactors at the Tomsk 7 plant were closed down as a result of 
public pressure after seven people were admitted to hospital with radiation poisoning. 
Doctors also identified 38 other people who registered high levels of radioactivity 
after they had eaten game caught in the forest near the plant. Rivers nearby, 
including the River Tom that runs through Tomsk, are dangerously contaminated with 
nuclear wastes. Recently Oleg Kotkov, chair of the Tomsk Parliamentary Environment 
Conmission said that "a large amount of plutonium from dismantled weapons has been 
delivered to Tomsk 7 and the way it is being kept is bordering on a crime."

A similar chemical accident at a nuclear waste plant took place at Chelyabinsk in 1957, 
and contaminated a large area of the Urals. The accident was revealed in the West by
the Russian dissident Dr Zhores Medvedev in 1973. Nuclear bosses in Britain, who had
covered up the extent of the Windscale fire in 1957 and were planning to expand
the Windscale/Sellafield complex by buiding THORP, rushed to deny the story. Sir John
Hill, then-chairman of the UK atomic Energy Authority called the story "pure science 
fiction", but it has since been confirmed by the Russian government. Today Medvedev 
believes that the situation at Tomsk is far more dangerous than the authorities admit. 

"The plutonium plants at Tomsk, Chelyabinsk and Krasnoyarsk must be shut down", says 
Dmitry Tolmatsky of Greenpeace Russia, "it is madness for the Russian government to 
continue to separate plutonium in these secret plants held over from the Cold War. We 
are already awash in plutonium. As part of its corrmitment to nuclear non-proliferation 
the Russian government should irrmediately stop producing more plutonium." With the 
Sellafield plant storing 100 tonnes of plutonium by the year 2000 we can say much the 
sarne> Source: WISE Amsterdam.

INTERNATIONAL
Germany

-19.1.93: Around 500 demonstrators 
tried to block a transport of low/ 
medium level radioactive waste. The 
transport was coming from Mol in
Belgium to the so-called "Interim" 
storage site near the little village of 
Gorleben. The content of the casks was 
unknown and the strong local anti-nuke 
groups were outraged. However, police 
broke up the demonstration with tear-gas 
and batons, because both the federal & 
state-government gave their go-ahead, 
even though the state government (Lower 
Saxony) is publically against nuclear 
power. The environmental secretary is 
the former head of Greenpeace-Germany. 

-Jan 93: More successful was a protest 
which didn’t even reach the streets. The 
site in Gorleben is also earmarked for 
"interim"-storage of spent reactor fuel. 
But for 10 years the resistance has been 
so strong that the complex is still empty.

Towards Xmas there was a fourth attempt 
to send the first spent fuel to Gorleben. 
But groups throughout the region made it 
perfectly clear that they wouldn’t shy 
away from militant actions to stop the 
transport ever reaching the site. In due 
course the spent fuel stayed where it was! 

Source: WIGA, c/o Umweltzentrum,
Schamhorststr 57, 4400 Munster, Germany. 

Czech republic
Opposition to nuclear power is growing 
in the Czech republic, particularly in 
the region around the planned Ternelin 
nuclear plant. There have been several 
demonstrations in Prague and civil 
disobedience and blockades are planned 
at the reactor site.
In February the Czech government signed 
an agreement with the US company
Westinghouse to complete the plant. The 
original design of the plant is the
Soviet WER 1000/320 model which has a 
_Di.imbA.r of design flaws.____________




