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HERE'S A SNIPPET OF
\NFO FOR ALL YOU WONDERFUL

PEOPLE OUT THERE LHO LKETC
CRITICISE OR BE ASsSO&ETED

CNJTH ﬁN@QCH IS™M BEFORE
KNOWING THE FACTS.

T HNGHRCH\SH: _
A TERN IN POLTICAL THEORY DerRWED FROMH THE
GREE K - ANARKHOS - ‘WITHOUT RULER', [T DOES NGO

MEAN ‘WITHOUT ORDER' 5 HOEST THEORIES HELY AN
ORDER OF A VERY STRICT AND SYHH ETRICAL KND BUT-THEY
MAINTAN TRAT SUCH ORDER AN Be ACHIEVED 8Y
CO~PERATION, AND THAT cxHER TieTHORS oF ACH IEVING
r ORDeER, VHICH ReLY OnN AUTHORMTY, ARE Roav
MORALLY RefrReEHENS\RLE AND CoLITICALLY UNSTABLE
DN RCHISH HUST NOT BE ConFuseDd WITH
WHILISH, A PORELY NEGATIVE AID DestrucTiVE ATIVITY.
DReECTED AGAINST CIETY As =ucHd. IT 1S ESSENTIALLY
A PRCFIST  HOVEHENT. ;
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BROKEN CHAINS

"Broken Chalns" is produced by the Canterbury Anarohlst Group, -
who can be contacted by post at 20 Uplands,: St Stephans Hill, €anterbury..
If yon're interested in couing to our weekly meetings its best to write
to % ddress to find out where and when they're held as it changes
from time to time - or speak %o us on. Saturdays in the Longmarket when
we do our paper-sales. The articles represent only the opinions of their
individual authors (we don't all agree on everything). Your contribution
of letters, articles, local news, details of forthconing events etec,
would be very welcome and would definitely be published so long as they
are written from an anti-authoritarian/libertarian perspective.

IN DEFENCE OF DRUGS
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. Though in no way a thorough exposition of my own views 1in regards
drugs, this short article does serve as an outline, and moreover resp-
onds to the scurrilous article on anarchists and drug taking in the .
first issue of "Broken Chains". That article I personally found offensive
and imbued with a despondency that can serve little purpose to anarohlsm
(understood either as lifestyle or political phllosophy

~ The "problen" is not W1th drugs per se ,but rather the attltude an
individual may adopt towards them. Certainly we are constantly reminded
of the negative attitude that has developed hoth within ‘drug subcultures
(drugs as escapism) and outside (all drugs as evil and corrupt) What
needs to, be developed and expressed nore openly is a positive (life=
‘affirming)attitude with drugs represented as an adJunct to llfestyle
rather than the ba51s of lifestyle. ' T

Amongstcirug-takers thenselves the: p031t1ve/negat1ve attltudes

can loosely be represented as a conflict between a "splrltual"and an s
"egscapist" approach to drug use. The "escapist" approach is certainly

- what prompted the critical initial article on drugs, and is well known
to all as indulgence for the sake of a transitory high - seeking through
drugs (of any deseription and that includes alcohol) a feeling of Sl
obliviousness to thé "real" world. This however merely perpetuates the
problem in the constitution of the "real" world since there is no attenmpt
to transform objective reality. Rather one:retreats into a relatively
nomentary transformation of subjective rea}ity. What we as anarchists
should be striving towards 1s an objective transformation of every-

day life - hence the nece551ty of continued political agitation and

, organlsatlon and experlments in "alternative!” lifestyles. As such
anarchism must remain flexlble, leaving the .conception of anarchism
open to each individual's needs and desires. Only thus can we develop,
through people's experiences and not through a perfunctory adherence .
to preconceived doctrines (latent or overt |

o ThlS is where the "spiritual" approach to drug-use comes in. In
essence it 1s the awareness that drugs can, 1f trecated as a means. rather
than the end create within the individual an awareness of capacities
~and potentlalltles both internal and external (ie of wo/man and the
world). This is surely what Leary/Watts/Huxley and the like were
suggesting in regards nmescaline and LSD. However I do not feel the
splrltual aspect needs be confined to the hallucegenic drugs - personally
I've had great insights , as 1I'm sure most have, on a wide veriety
of "illegal substances". The crucial thing is that the drugs as a catalyst
to processes already at work.in the wmind and merely help bring such insighi=
to the surface. If such insights are not to be wasted then they need
to be acted on 1n broader polltlcal/llfestyle 1nvolvement, otherwise
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the spiritual dlmens1on degenerates 1nto mere escapism or creates a
habit of spiritwal indulgence wherein the "flesh" of the &ods becomes
the. total.conceptlon of God 1e drugs becone "worshlpped"- for thelr |

own sake. '

l .....

"~ In shorgb &rugs can hsve a positive use in creating an _awareness
of wider poOss 111t1es = the <distance still to be travelled lPetween here
and a truly revolutlonary transformatlon not: Just of soc1e€y Huﬁ”of | <
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A Highl Neurotic Biased Enotional and Subjective Account

.- "Let's talk about hidden forms of wviolence," ' the man said -"for
1nstance, sex1sm in - languageo" | - S | g

% Not only dld thls sentence 1tself obscure the issue of actual

physical violence- agalnst women - the 'most hidden and yet the commonést
form of violence.there is - by implying that feminisn is all about call-
ing yourself Ms instead of Miss, but the whole conversation that followed
was based*on-e; radloal olsoonoeptlon that women are the Problem.

. The settlng qu the. reoent S.E.A.F. Conference. It was gettlng
towards the end of a tiring day;."business" .was over, and the nen ;
decided to pay the women a little attention. "They  feel loft outs Other-
wise", you:could hear then all guiltily thinking. So without 'a moment S
hesitation the men Set about defining the. problen - "Why don't women
speak nore at meetins?" - and then proceeded to demolish systematically
any attempts by the wouen to define the problem for ourselves, uy personal
deflnltlon be1ng~tha _aen s eak too mucho
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The reburrlng though not expllclt refraln from the men was: “Why
can t a: women be nore like a man?" In fact, you had to: be Eie you wanted to
say anything — the men wére constantly 1nterrupt1ng oni€” another in their
efforts to appear nore-anti-sexist-than-thou, and mny wouan who wanted to
.contribute was forced to vutt din rudely herself -thus’ aping one of the
worst aspects of male 'asgssertiveness'. When'lI eventually nanaged to get’
in a suggestion that perhaps some of the onus was on wen to change their
behaviour (and I had to butt in with this remark beeause I couldn't Wait
any longer for a pause)-this was instantly disuissed. As a natter of fact, I
I was 1nterrupted nid-sentence by a wan who continued with the conversatlon
as 1f I hadn't spoken.:- A little later on I suggested:- that people ought
to leave a longer gap:between speakers to allow the "less confldent O i
naybe just the less inconsiderate) people - mainly women = to gather their
thoughts and to speak with the knowledge that they'll be given a full
hearing. Obviously this was not the whole answer but it was a snmall |
practical step that 1. thought we could do W1th 1uplement1ng there and then°

It was. completely 1gnoredo '

To be falr I have to say that it was-. at thls stage that about half.of
of the wonen present were allawed to speak - once. . For some it was the

first tine they'd spoken-.allday. But curlously enough, none of the men ' .
picked up on anythlng we'diisaid. It was as if our experience didn't count,
simply wasn't recognized as valid. We'd had our say and we ought to ‘be
grateful for being allowed to speak at 'all, was the message 1 got loud and el

clear, whlle soue of the nen spoke agaln and agaln,, =3
feo. | . t ¥ I . s oCON
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It's one of the small ironies of life that a discussion on sex-
ism 1n language should provide so nany good exauples of sexism in
language, and 1t would be laughable if it wasn't so annoying. Personal
ly I found the whole thing profoundly depressing: if intelligent anar-
chist men can't sece the needggo listen to what anarchist women have to

sayyx what hope is there for apy real change as opposed to polite token-
istic¢ gestures? The fact that ‘we still have to have these conversations
at all makes me angry enough, but when they're conducted in such an
- overtly sexist manner, 1t just adds insult to injury. Come on anoks,
you can do better than that...can't you??: - : o)
o g e & racy. -
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WHIFFY SMELLS!

Shit of the month has to go to Roger Gale, M.P for Herne Bay. He's
the man who's encouraging more accidents and more deaths on the deadly
Thanet Way - all in the nawme of tourism! What happened is this; last
week (at time of print) the Cabinet -Office Enterpirze Unit published
a "bhlueprint for tourism", the Pleasure, Leisure and Jobs report. This
deals with the unush needed road iwmprovenents constantly hailed fron
all directions. Only not in the region of those actually needed; just
those which will encourage tourists to the areas that they Bre ‘gt -
already flooding.. Basically this means the Thanet Way is to be ‘widened:
streanlined, made faster, more encouraging for tourists and uore h
dangerous for anyone but those with cars,: motorhomes and juggernaughts
that are also likely to frequent the route-. yis A g YL R

Pleasure? ;\Jthe;tohristsieﬁdRoger Gales of this world.

”'x:LéiSQﬁe? For those that ‘can sfford the pficesﬁerged AR
Jobs? WHO FOR?

For the Roger‘Gales's.whocan expect to keep his seat cos Herne Baye
will "flourish" and will have Roger Gale to thank for it.

Turdus Migrabrius -

AR R R R R R R I R R R R IR R I R R IR IR IR IRIRIRIRIRIRL ARIRININIRIRIRIRINIR lf_" ARIRIRIR IR IRININIRIR IR IR IR IR I NIRRT

cont'd...from p.I BLACK AND WHITE UNITE AND FIGHT TRV

I can't help thinking that they're revealing more about their own ignorance than

about the racist's. For there is a certain twistedratienalef;n racism %nasmuch

as the emotions can be said to be raticnal and despite theffaet that racism ;

expresses-itself in the grotesquely misguided notionthaf'"t@e blaoks'are Fo Plame‘

when in reality capitalism is to blame. The average racist.ls not a ﬁeSC1st..

S/he is just confused and frightened”- and God knows_there is enough to'be ?rlght—
v ened of in this werld. Liberal do-gooders would be well-advised to get' their cwn

house in order, to look at the rotten foundations of the system they support and

. maintain before peremptorily condemning working-class racists as 'fascists's
. T racy

¥ Thanks to A.Meltzer for a few choice pﬁfases quoted from memory From-his
article "To Hell with Liberalism" (from an old 'Anarchy’ magazine). R S
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