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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE TELFoRDP ANT! - NUCLEAR CROVP
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Easter Rollies - A Hhge Suceess

On Easter Monday, a coachload of
people from Telford including members
of the Telford Anti Nuclear Group,
joined 8, 000 demonstrators in Rugby to
show the strength of their feelings
against nuclear weapons. The five

mile colourful march converged on a
huge field next to the radio masts
which are the polaris tracking station,
and which would transmit the signal

to launch a nuclear attack from
Britain.

During the afternoon at the rally the
crowd were entertained to excellent
music and songs , finishing with an
exciting set from'the Beat'. Between
the music we heard inspiring speeches
from some of the leading C.N.D.
figures, including Bruce Kent, who
paid tribute to the one person, who
perhaps more than anyone has helped
the phenomenal recent growth of
C.N.D. He referred of course to

‘our leader', who with her warlike

pose and speeches has made the pros-
pect of nuclear war a reality.“ Thank-
you Maggie.' We have asked John
Knott, the Defence Minister to debate
the government position with C.N, D.

in public', he told us, 'but the gov-
ernment refuse to come out and play."
Instead the government have earmarked
£45million to oil their propaganda
machine, to try and con us that we can
not only live with the threat of the
bomb, but that we could actually survive
and win a nuclear war that would kill
12million people in this country!!

It was a great rally and the atmosphere
of hope and solidarity which arises on
occasions like this helps to strengthen
those fighting for freedom and peace
when they return to their smaller

local groups. e
However when we did return and read
our papers and watched T.V., we found
that the march was "disappointing' and
a "bit of a flop'. Sure we expected
more, but 8, 000 is fantastic, and it was
just one of many rallies around the
country on that day; 10, 000 in London,
9, 000 in East Anglia, 500 marched for
3 days across the Pennines to join

10, 000 in Manchester, and thousands
more were at smaller rallies. In
Brussels 10, 000 people from all over
Europe protested for a nuclear free
Europe, for it is here that the war
will be fought!

A disturbing feature on these rallies
for peace, is the massive police
presence and growing amount of
harassment.For instance the coach
from Bishops Castle with some
Telford people on board got bogged
down in police beaurocracy and
demonstrators were almost pre-~ .
vented from getting off the coach and
joining the rally. Other coaches were
diverted to the far side of the town,
and throughout the afternoon, police
helicopter droned overhead.A massive
police presence at massive cost. The
march and rally for peace were entir-
ely trouble free. TReTE

All in all it was a good day, but the
struggle needs more people.









