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Wher the 'Church and the Bomb' report from
the Church of England Working party appeared
last autumn it caused uproar amongst the
Church of England, and caused comment from
MPs and even the Prime Minister. The Church
of England suddenly changed from being the
"Tory Party at Prayer'' to the "CND at
Prayer" (according to the Daily Telegraph).

This was all because the report recommended
that the UK should renounce its independent

nuclear deterrent (as one of 22 recomendatiomns).

The Bishop of Salisbury and his Working
Party came to this conclusion because they
said that a nuclear war could never be a
'just war'. Therefore "nuclear...deterrence
is no longer a reliable or morally acceptable
approach to the future of the world", says
the report.

Now that the Synod of the C of E is discussing
the report in February, TANG has contributed
to the debate by conduct1ng an opinion poll
amongst the Telford'C of E clergy.The question
and results were: |
Do you agree with the report which says that
the UK should remounce its nuclear weapons?
Yes I agree - 40%
No 1 disagree -~ 367
Bon't know - 247
(No comment from 2 clergy)

This shows that the clergy were divided,but all
the don't knows said that they were tending
towards agreeing rather than the other way.

This is in line with a national poll on the
same subject taken last year.

There is a lot more support amongst the ciergy
for nuclear disarmament than among the
population in general. This is a clear moral
lead from the church.
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Brzdgnorth CND had to cancell a public meetin:
planned for 28 January to which Joan,Ruddock
the CND Chairperson had been invited.

;They had intended to have a debate'W1th a

'multilateralist',but.théy had not been able

;to persuade anybody to pub11cally argue the
multilateralist case.
‘This has been the case many times when CND

groups have tried to openly discuss the |
issues with the opposition. Wellington CND

“has been trying hard to find someone to oppos:

them in debate. Broselev group has had the
same problem, and when TANG invited the

 Shropshire Emergency Plannign Officer to
| speak to us, he backed down at the last
minute. L

We could at least respect the opposition
if they were prepared to debate openly
with us, but they must realise ,as we do,
‘that if people are allowed to listen to
the arguments fully, they will inevitably
come down on the side of CND.
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?Broseiey CND are planning to leaflet the whol
town and surrounding villages next month. The

leaflet describes the effect of a one megaton
bomb on Ironbridge Power Station (one of the

targets listed by SANA in operation Hard Luck
Most of Broseley would fall within blast ring

A with 98% dead. The leaflet also deals brief

with Cruise and the NFZ issue. :
Leafleting will be followed up by a public
debate on Saturday February 26 in the Church

fHall., The subject will be The BOMB: Deterrent
or Danger, and the local curate will chair

it. Some of the women imprisoned for their
actions at Greenham.Common'w111 be taking
part.

The formation of the Broseley group has |
,already caused rugtions in the parlsh
council and the parish magazine.








