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We now have proof of radioactive 
contamination.as a result of the fire 
at C . 0.D. Donington

Chain Reaction readers will recall
that at the time, the M.O.D.
army denied the presence of
substance. They also denied
presence of asbestos in the
from the fire until 5 days later 
Wrekin Council tests showed that the 
debris was 30Z asbestos
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Wrekin District Council sources now 
tell us that, (1) During the fire, 
the Army were monitering for radio­
act ivi tydespite assuring the Fire 
Brigade and the rest of us that there 
were no toxic substances involved,
(2) In October, during the demolition 
of the building, two workers were 
con tenuously monitoring for radio­
activity, ( 3) The Property Services 
Agency agreed to provide W.D.C. with 
full details of the fire’s waste 
products and to pass on the monitors’ 
readings. They have so far failed to 
provide them despite requests. The 
public, also has no way of knowing the 
results of the 3 secret enquiries 
which have been sent to the M.O.D. 

The army’s story so far ha& been to 
say that the radioactive rubble is 
from watch parts. You will remember 
that they also claimed that there was 
no asbestos or radioactive contamin­
ation in the rubble, so why should we 
believe that it is just watch parts?

and the . 
any toxic 
the
fall-out

On the 9th. January, the Department of 
Environment issued a certificate to 
Birds Commercial Metals of Stratford 
on Avon, permiting them to accumulate 
and store rubble contaminated with 
radioactivity at C«O.D. Donnington. 
This permision has to £e granted 
under the 1960 Radioactive Substances 
Act, under the section dealing with 
low level radioactive waste.
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Last month’s Chain Reactin included 
. * i V

a letter arguing for a non-nuclear 
NATOs

The argument was based on the idea 
that, through public opinion, ’’sane 
governments” can be persuaded to get 
rid of their nuclear weapons. However 
nuclear weapons are the logical result 
of competition between capitalist 
states. Capitalists, East and West, 
need nuclear weapons to back up their 
violent exploitation of people and 
resources throughout the world* Our 
government is as likely to be 
persuaded to disarm itself as it is 
to ban capitalism.

As German peace campaigner Rosa 
Luxemburg said in 1915, ’’World peace 
cannot be assured by projects Utopian, 
or at bottem, reactionary, such as 
tribunals of arbitration by capitalist 
diplomats, diplomatic ’disarmament’ 
conventions...and other illusions.” 

We cannot afford to pretend that 
peace can be left up to our rulers. 
Peace can only be acheived through 
International action by the ordinary 
people. Arguments for a non-nuclear 
NATO and for a nuclear freeze, ignore 
this reality.

DavidSmith
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I am a member of the Philip Noel- 
Baker Letters for Peace Project. The 
late Philip Noel-Baker knew that 
letters to McP.s and ministers and to 
newspapers have an enormous impact on 
government policy, and he hoped that 
peace campaigners would flood Downing 
Street with letters continuously* 

Members of the project pledge them­
selves to write one letter a week/ 
month and receive a monthly selection 
of draft letters and ideas, which are 
useful when inspiration fails. f
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If anyone would like me to pass on my 
draft letters regularly, I will be 
pleased to do so rather than throwing 
them away. 

The project can be contacted direct 
through Eileen Bernal, 1)0 Carole 
House, Oldfield Estate, Fitzroy Road, 
London N„W.1.

Ann Nicol

Practice runs for the dispersal of 
cruise missile launchers could take 
place at any time new and it is 
important that we should be prepared 
to take action at short notice.

Shrewsbury Peace Group has called on a 
all other Shropshire groups and a 
activists to join in their action. 
This will take place at 8 a.m.
on the morning follcwing the news 
that a convoy has lef t Greenham.

As four of Shropshire's E.S.R. s
merge at the Meole Brace roundabout 
on the Shrewsbury by-pass, this 
was considered the most suitable 
place for a demonstration. Action 
will include:

1. "Danger - Cruise Missiles" 
road signs in large nunbers on aporoa 
approach roads.

2. People with giant banners in 
informing people that "Cruise Missile 
Missiles are out on the roads,"on 
rounds outs and alongside approach 
roads.

3. Leafletting motorists at 
traffic lights.

4. 'Cruise - Convoy' of cars 
(with banners and missiles) contin 
uously moving in a loom.

5. Mass phone - in to police 
AA/RAC/Press/MP/Council about the 
danger of Cruise being at large.

The group has organised an event 
which is to take place in 'The 
Square' in Wellington or New St.
Methodist Church on Saturday 28th Jan. 
at 10.30 a.m. There will be a Jazz
band playing while menbers of the 
group display posters and distribute 
leaflets. Any help will be most 
welcome, - just turn up ! 
For more information phone Jan 
Vickers tel: 42236

Grainy
Eileen Brain, will-be visiting the 
Peace Camp at Grejsnham on Sunday
2 6th February.
She has room for a nunber of passeng­
ers and is particularly keen to take < 
any woman who has not previously been 
to Greenham and who is perhaps not 
entirely convinced against Cruise or 
nuclear weapons in general. Anyone 
interested should contact:

Eileen on Telford 56578 (evenings)




