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|DEFEND MOLESWORTH
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RINGING” THE SITE -
WE ‘ALL BRING SOMETEING TE

!

1, Ring them as we move to

/,
A

Brossley Sq. 8.30am,
Ironbridge. Robin Hood. 8.35am
Madeley (by Elcocks) 8.45am .
Dawley Lord Hill, 8.55am
Wellington Cock Hotel. 9.00am
Oakengates Greyhound. 9,10am
Town Centre 901581’1.

site boundry - stop
when we've planted .
our pennants. 4

'"MAKE YOUR PRESENCE FELT' thats the call for this years
Easter demo at Molesworth. Already groups and indivi-
‘duals from all over the country have visited the site tc
demonstrate their resistance to the siting of Cruise
| missiles.; : |
TANG is organising a coach on Easter Monday to take
| part in the mass demonstration. Times & pickup points
can be found above. Tickets cost £4,00 waged £2,00
unwaged. For more information contact - Laurens 54728.

Maria, Telford 594842,
IF YOU SAY NO TO CRUISE COME TO MOLESWORTH.

S——




Anniversary

A year ago, as this jssue of Chain Reaction is being prep-
ared, Hilda Murrell, a Quaker, active within the Shrews-
bury Peace Group & the Shropshire Peace 4Allience, was

P murdered

"‘....;-i'-ﬁfﬁer'e-**ie no'.'.---=i‘a_ total conflict of eviéence as to vxhat hap-
pened, in reports in both the Press & TV or Radio, so
thet these could report two completely different events.
‘The police story was conveyed in the Crime Watch pro-
“7  'gramme on March the ll+th., which in a2 "reconstruction"
.3 '88id_that: . |
‘ the telephone wires were torn inexpertly from the
fixture, as would be cdone by a casual thief'; |
there is no evidence of missing papers;
a considerable amount of m:'ney was stolen from
Miss Murrell's purse;
the house was found by the police in the sort of
disorder that a casual thief would have left.

- Though it did not say so, in stark terms, this account
was obviously intended to contradict Tem Dayell's account
which said that Miss Murrell was suspected of having
knowledge and perhaps psapers which could reveal too much

about .the Belgrano cover-up.

‘She had o nephew, a Navy Comanaer, who was an intelligence
officer, in the TaskForce, & who was disillusioned by
what he saw of the Falklands war; & he Tam Dalyell has

wd an; intelligence agent, who has since committed
suicide, whom he suspects ef involvement in the murder.

Accounts, emanating from non-police sources, & relayed,
amongst other places, on HTV programmes have claimed;

(though the police reconstruction said that British Tele-
com would confirm their account of the telephone;) that
the . telephone engineer involved says that a sophisticated
- method was used to make the telphone sppear to outside:
~callers to be in working order & ringing, but which
~woula nevertheless render it impossible for Miss Murrell

- to ring out.



There are a number o: discrepancies in the Crime Watch
reconstruction:

ifiss Murrell was driven - by a roundabout route,
which involved taking a serles of right-turns, one
at least across traffic - (already battered) to a
lonely wood, & only killed there, The police asked
why a sneak thief, killing in orcder to avoid detect-
ion should have put her live into the car, initislly
driven towards the centre of town, with her visibly
bruised and 1ill by his side; merely answered; -

"We'll know thet when we catch him".

The murderer is alleged to have come to Shrewsbury
along the A 5, from the motorway, from the Birmingham
connurbation, whether with his own car or hitching; &
to have left hitching; no mention is made of what may
or may not have happened to any car, & no consideration
of whether a casual thief, going to a strange town (for
his route to the wood is said to prove he did not know
Shrewsbury) would go without transport to carry away
his gsins;

The Crime Wave pictures were not taken in Miss Mur-
rell's house, but next door, as the former had been
sold, & the police could no longer gain access; is it
normal for police in the middle of an investigation to
allow evidence to pass to whete they no longer have
access? or what pressing need over-rode normal police
procedure here? i

Miss Murrell's age has been variously given as 78 or
9. The Crime Watch & other police accounts tsalk of
evidence of semual activity & sperm ("which is altoget-
her the most disturbing aspect of the case") suggestipg
perverse rape. Yet according to the reconstruction

‘Miss Murrell was attacked 2t the tép of the stairs &
was then tied to the bannisters; she neither vwent, nor
vias taken, into the bedroom where the sperm, etc., were
found. AR

Miss Murrell was & had lon% been a ‘uaker, an expon-
ent of total non-violence. et this elderly woman
faced with an young & healthy msle is alleged to have
fought desparately & with some success in a way that
was almost calculated to provoke greater violence; to
have been knocked out, to have regained consciousness
in her car & immediately resumec¢ the struggle, event
ually causimg a crash, Yet though the car passed
people known to her at no time did she attempt to alert

others to her adanger.



That desplte the fact that the police show that the draft
of:.the Sizewell B report left in Miss Murrell's pspers
had been worked on thet m:rning, there sre witnesses
who insist that the draft the police have procduced wac
not the last, that it was being improved, & a new draft
had be¢n written & was almost complete, & that this was
takens ., Also it is stated thet children saw papers on .
the back seat of the car, & that these were no longer
present when the police went to the car.

That there was money left easily visible in the house, &
Miss Murrell's purse was open with money in it, lying
beside her bag, & was seen before the police moved into
the house; and it iz also alleged that at that stage
there were no signs of disorder, & tiie effects of viol-
ence.,

These direct conflicts of evidence are less significant
perhaps than the omissions from the police account, -
vhether of comment on or denials ofy -

there was the eoincidence of a simultaneous break-
in at a cottage owned by Miss Murrell in North Wales;

a farmer reported having told the police that Miss
Murrell's car, in which the murderer travelled with
her & which crashed, was abandoned by the road; when
they ignored the report he repeated it, but it wes
only after a third time that any investigation was
made; - .
it is alleged that even when the car was identified
the police did not then go to Miss Murrell's house,
when they finally did they found the front door open,
closed and locked it and went away, not going back for
a further 24 hours,

before the murder neighbours saw a car driving
slowly up & down outside her house,

There  is also a conflict between an early and a late
police account; originally Miss Murrell was alleged to
have been attacked do n stairs while she was unloading
her shopping. In the reconstruction it was said that

she heard something from upstairs, went up, & was tackled

at the head of the stairs. Uriginally she was saia to
have tackled the intruder, subsequently that he knocked

her out from behind,



It may not be entirely irrelevant that the Guardéien reports
that Judith Cook, who has been responsible for most of
the resesrch on the case for non-police based TV reports
has found more than usuzl evidence of her post beinp
searched, In one instance a package, very securely
taped, and with more than one layer of paper, was never-
theless to¥n open, and (guite irrelevant) documents
removed from inside.

Th? only thing thet appears certain is that it is doubtful
if we will ever know the truth of Hilda Murrell's death.

UEATH OF A ROSE - GROWER:

Who killed Hilda Murrell ?

By Graham Smith

Death of a Rose Grower is a fascinating real-life
thriller in which the author brings together for the
first time, all the available evidence so that readers
can mske up their own minds.
PRICE £2,50, Housmans , 5, Caledonian Road, London

The rights of the citizen cannot be upheld when matters
of national security are threatened—the government not the
law decides when security is under threat. The courts must
accept, albeit with reluctance, that the claims of executive

power must take precedence over those of the individual.
(Lord Roskill, GCHQ Appeal)

PEACE RIBBON AROUND THE
PENTAGON

On August 6th 1985, Women’s Action
for Nuclear Disarmament (WAND)
will encircle the Pentagon with a Peace
Ribbon, made of pieces of fabric from
all over the USA and other countries.
If your group would like to add a
piece to the ribbon, it should be made

of muslin or equally sturdy fabric to
a finished size of 18" x 36”. The size
of the finished artwork should be no
bigger than 14" x 32”. To strengthen
the piece for assembly, machine stitch
a 2" border on all four sides. Use this
border to carry name, peace group
and country. Send pieces to WAND,
440 Leroy Avenue, Buffalo, NY
14215, USA.
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NEVER MIND THE TALKING

Can we all relax our protests now that the arms
control talks between the Americans and the Soviet Union
have started?

| Consider the following :
- 1) No previous arms control talks have actually
+ reduced the number of weapons. At best, they have
slightly slowed the rate of increase.

2) President Reagan has said that any agreement is
over 4 years away. Will he come up with something
by 1988 when the next presidential elections are?

3) The talks are being held in secret.

This doesn't appear to be a good start. Also,
the Soviets want an agreement covering all nuclear
we.pons, whereas the Americans seem to be interested
only in the 'Star Wars' systems. |

There is a more subtle factor. All the time that
the Superpowers are talking in the years ahead, the
'Star Wars' research goes on. By the time the talking
might come to an agreement, space warfare may be quite
possible. It'll be too late to stop it. It's a case
of technology galloping ahead of negotiation.

A recent example may illustrate the point. Compare
the assumption that research into weapons leads to
production of weapons with the Falklands War, The
British Task Force set sail from Britain, giving three
weeks for everyone to come up with a peaceful solution,
We thought that time was quite adequate for the talking

to succeed.

However, it is now acknowledged that a war was
virtually inevitable from the start simply because the
task force was on its way with a job to do.

Similarly, research on Star Wars will have built
up its own momentum within a few years. By then it
will be difficult for either side to stop its own anti-
satellite weapons actually being made.

Indeed, the USA Assistant Defence Secretary,
Ricthard Perle, said just before he left for the initial

talks in Geneva :
" 1 don't agree that we and the Russians can

compose our differences into a treaty."
" In other words, he was saying that the talking was a
smokescreen to hide the reality from a worried world.

So the arms race goes on ....and on ,...

-



Mrs Thatcher says she’s prepared to push the button 10
fire our nuclear missiles. May I ask where she will he when
she presses it? In a nuclear bunker sixty feet underground,
| should imagine. Most of the population of Britain will be
. on the surface when ir happens. That’s food for thought,
isn'ti?” |
(Anne, Greenham Common Woman)




wHY A NUCLEAR FREE ZONE

When discussing the idea of a nuclesr free zone with
people two questions usually arise,

1. Why should a council declare itself a
nuclear free zone.

2. What can a nuclear free zone council do.
The first question can be best answered by stating the
two basic principles of peace campaigning,

(1) Nuclear disarmament is to important to leave to
governments and we all have to take responsibility for
what is done.

(2) We need to set acheivable objectives which will
lead step by step to disarmament.

The importance of involving the official representatives
of local people - our councillors - in this task is clear
councillors are charged with the health safety and well
being of local people. It is important to make sure they
are aware of the nuclear position and their responsib-
jlities. i

Seeking to persuade local authorities is an-action
which provides focus for local campaigning, it helps to
draw the issues of peace and disarmament into peoples
every day lives. eg relating government cuts in
education and the health services, the rise in unemplo-
yment & ratecapping while military spending soars and
military projects such as Trident (£11.5 billion) take
precedent over socially useful projects. And by pin
pointing central governments attempts to force local
authorities to take part in: civil defence war games
and to waste scarce staff time and resources on civil
defence planning while doctors, scientists and other
experts have said over and over again that effective
civil defence again'st nuclear attack is impossible.

WHAT CAN A NUCLEAR FREE ZONE COUNTY DO?
below are listed a few ideas.

* Refuse to pretend that civil defence can protect us
again'st nuclear war.



*¥ Publicise the real effects of nuclear war,

Hold exhibitions, film shows & meetings.

Build friendship links with communities in other

countries.,

Give practical support to peace groups.

Encourage the expression of peace through music, plays,

~ poetry, paintings , parks etec.

* Take action against companies involved in nuclear
weapons.,

¥ Introduce pesce education in schools and colleges.

* Pinpoint the transportation of nuclear materials &
weapons through the county.

* Examine & publicise research on .arms conversion.

* ok

* Xk

Chain Reaction over the next few months will be examaning
some of these ideas in more detail a..' how they may

work if and when the county is declared a nuclear free
zone,

Please note ;3 As a part of Shropshire Peace Alliance
campaign a county wide petition will be launched on 235rd

M&rCht* e it

The petition reads,
We the undersigned, do not wish to have nuclear waste

carried through Shropshire. Do not belleve civil 'defence
would help us survive a nuclear war, do not want nuclear
targets including Cruise missile convoys in Shropshire.
We therefore call upon the County Council to declare
Shropshire a nuclear free zone.

* The N.F.Z workshop on March 23rd it was decided that
a nuclear free resolution from Bedfordshire County
Council is to be put forward at the first County
Council meeting after the May 2nd elections. This means
that all campaigning will need to start NOW. We need
your suppor® especially with the petition., The next
TANG meeting on April 9th will give us chance to plan
the locel campaign. PLEASE BE THERE.




DIARY

Thursday 4th April - Jpint public meeting of
Telford Anti-nuclear Group & the Wrekin Anti-
Aparth ' d Movement., The Elephant & Castle, 1,
High St. Dawley; 7.30pm. see newsletter.

Monday 8th April - ' DEFEND MOLESWORTH AGAINST
CRUISE'! Easter demo. Coach from Telford please
see newsletter.

Tueéday 9th April - TANG meeting, 7, Burton Close,
D&Wlﬂy. 7030[!".

Saturday 13th April - Airland battle, West Mid
CND day school. see newsletter.

Tuesday 16th April - A talk by Ann Pettitt on the UK
trust builders. Elephant & Castle Dawley. 7.30Opm.

Tuesday 23rd April -~ Chain Reaction meeting,
Dawley Information Centre. 7.30Opm. |

BROOKLANDS ANTI-NUCLEAR GROUP.
10th April - BANG meeting, 30, Stokesay Road. 7.30

20th April - BANG social evening, @ Fighting Cocks
Oakengates, 7.00 - 11.003 band from Shrewsbury,
free, (collection for band)

24th April, BANG meeting, @ 30, Stokesay rd. 7.30




