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THIS ISSUE of Direct Action is the second, step in our 
. Another

and. the next 
■shall con-

R wrim-im ■«■»«>«

"If working to rule causes such chaos, surely there nust be sone
thing wrong with the rules", wrote a puzzled reader to the "Evening News".

• In the power station nen's claim for an advance of Ad an hour, which was 
J * s

reduced to 2-g-cL by the State employers, the only effective weapon, short 
. of open strike action, to appear was the "work to rule" method, that is 

coupled as it was with a ban on overtime.
The very effective work to rule weapon is, undoubtedly Syndicalist. 

. 'Originating and developed by French Syndicalist railmen more than 50 
years ago, it was propagated in Britain by members of the I.’T.M.A. and 
first practised by Syndicalist railmen in IT.E. , England - very success
fully. • It has since been consistently propagated by Syndicalists here 
and in recent years has. begun to catch on and is often acclaimed by
some who think Syndicalism is old.fashioned.

’ f * - •

However, we have to admit that all the power cuts in London and 
elsewhere were not caused by this tactic alone. The cold spell (which 
is not really bad judged by American, Canadian and European winters, or 
even those of 40’years ago here,) revealed an appalling breakdown of 
management in the industry. The management which claims all power to 
itself, is evidently based on perpetual fine weather.

. Allowing for this, the major factor in our icy blackness, however, 
"work to rule" and no overtime, was having some effect. But it was
operated by the men at only a few power stations. Had the majority
joined in victory would have been theirs.

» . As it was, authority was scared and fell back on atrocity propa
ganda. A baby died in hospital. "It was caused by the power men -

• it* night have been their fault if so ana so had happened - and the last 
statement by the doctors, "The baby’" death had nothing to do with the 
dispute.'1 . . ; ■ Continued on page 11.

drive for a monthly, printed S.7F paper in 1963
printed issue will be published on March 1 - 
duplicated number is to appear jon April 1. ''.le
tinue publishing alternate- printed .and duplicated issues 
until new premises are secured for our printing press in 
London, when a- switch will be made to the printed monthly. 

V’e hope that this change will be ’welcomed by subscrib
ers to "Torld Labour' News, now Direct Action, and by other 
readers, with whom wo shall now be in contact 12 times— 
instead of only six times - a. yco.r.




