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FOREWORD

Some months ago certain Catholic papers had to apologize to
me in Court for mis-statements about my views as expressed
in my book, Behind the Spanish Barricades, and to pay over
to me a sum of money in settlement of actions for defamatory
libel which I brought against them.

I propose to use some of this money to publish material
which may assist the many sincere progressive Catholics in
England, who have been seduced by a certain faction within
their Church into taking a view of current Spanish events
that 1s repugnant to all believers in democracy. The accom-
panying pamphlet is a first instalment of this material.

It 1s an amplification of my statement that in widely
diffused catechisms the Spanish Church teaches that it is
““mortal sin to vote liberal.” This statement has not yet been
denied by any Catholic; but if a denial were attempted it
would probably take the form that by ¢ Liberalism ” Catholies
did not mean political democracy, but rather the movement
within their Church designated by that name. I do not
think anyone would accept that defence after reading this
pamphlet.

It must be perfectly clear to any KEnglish Catholic that
what the Spanish Church wishes to destroy is that very form
of political liberalism to which he, as a Catholic, owes his
social, political, and religious freedom in England. Once he
realizes this, he will lose no time in helping those of his faith
in Spain who have stood up for those liberties and refused to
become the tools of international Fascism.

J. Li.-D.
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