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FOREWORD

Some months ago certain Catholic papers had to apologize to 
me in Court for mis-statements about my views as expressed 
in my book, Behind the Spanish Barricades, and to pay over 
to me a sum of money in settlement of actions for defamatory 
libel which I brought against them.

I propose to use some of this money to publish material 
which may assist the many sincere progressive Catholics in 
England, who have been seduced by a certain faction within 
their Church into taking a view of current Spanish events 
that is repugnant to all believers in democracy. The accom­
panying pamphlet is a first instalment of this material.

It is an amplification of my statement that in widely 
diffused catechisms the Spanish Church teaches that it is 
“ mortal sin to vote liberal.” This statement has not yet been 
denied by any Catholic; but if a denial were attempted it 
would probably take the form that by “ Liberalism ” Catholics 
did not mean political democracy, but rather the movement 
within their Church designated by that name. I do not 
think anyone would accept that defence after reading this 
pamphlet.

It must be perfectly clear to any English Catholic that 
what the Spanish Church wishes to destroy is that very form 
of political liberalism to which he, as a Catholic, owes his 
social, political, and religious freedom in England. Once he 
realizes this, he will lose no time in helping those of his faith 
in Spain who have stood up for those liberties and refused to 
become the tools of international Fascism.

J. L.-D.
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THE SPANISH CHURCH
AND POLITICS

I . . . ■

IN my book Behind the Spanish Barricades I quoted, on the 
authority of Ralph Bates, a question and answer from a 

* Catholic Catechism used throughout Spain for instruction
> in sound doctrine :—
' Q. What sin is committed by those who vote liberal ?

A. Usually, mortal sin.
This quotation was received with honest incredulity by many 

English Catholics, who are not aware that the teachings of 
their Church upon political matters are in this country toned 
down from the crude colours which they still possess in less 
politically advanced countries like Spain.

I doubt if Catholic priests are in the habit of trying to prevent 
Englishmen from voting as they please. Indeed, I remember 
with gratitude that, when fourteen years ago I was a Labour 
candidate for Parliament, the only minister of religion who 
was willing to risk his character by appearing on my 
platform was the Catholic priest. Moreover, it is common 
knowledge that a certain lack of enthusiasm for the cause of 
the Spanish Government to be found in some Labour candi- 

J dates to day is due to a fear of losing the Catholic vote in
their constituencies. Without a hope of gaining it this fear 
would not exist. And, further, I have been told on very good 
authority that the Daily Worker itself has to consider the 
feelings of its numerous Catholic subscribers in its approach 
to certain social questions. It seems, then, that in England 
Catholics do not attempt to dissuade their co-religionists with 
threats of spiritual sanctions from reading even a Communist 
paper.

Seeing that an Englishman is not prevented by the Catholic 
Church from making up his own political mind, it must come 
as a genuine surprise to many thoughtful English Catholics 
that in Spain their co-religionists have always been forbidden 
to take part in Liberal politics. My quotation has, indeed, 
been challenged. I therefore made a special effort during a 
recent visit to Barcelona to buy a copy of the Catechism 
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