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EDITORIAL

It's A.G.M, time again. I find it has been a
fast moving year for us, certainly those of us on the
committee, We have, I think, found our own way as
individuals, closely integrated with the various activities
of the group. Personally, I accidentally became involved
in Campaigning and while never claiming it as my forte
fortissimo, find that the more I do it, the more I like it -
or something like that. Hilary is pursuing her own line of
befriending, Roger kept a benevolent watch on our
activities, whilst Bruce has his own views on everything
and became our radio personality of Nottingham '74,.

It is a very sincere hope of mine that whoever
is elected to the committee for the forthcoming year will
have as good a team to work with., I think it fair comment
to say that we have had no blazing arguments and have
maintained a reasonably democratic way of settling any

points of contention for what we hoped to be the good of
the group.

We have met a great many people this year. A
lot, gay like ourselves, have not always joined C.H.E.,
but have managed to keep closely informed about interesting
activities., They come to quite a number of these - one day
we may actually persuade them to join.

The many other interesting people we have met
range from Social workers, Probation Officers, Samaritans,
Womens Lib., University and College students, School
teachers and pupils. Good social liason continues with
the gay clubs in our area, whilst the landlord and
landlady of the Garrick in Derby seem quite happy to see us.

Lincolnshire has been of concern to us for many
months as we have had several members referred from National
H.Q. The radius has been 40-50 miles, so with great
relief we saw Ian, David and Derek accompanying Howarth
Penny to Lincoln where a start has been made in getting a

new group off the ground. May we wish them the best of
luck and good newspaper coverage,

I seem to be getting carried away. This is only
the editorial, not the newsletter, As my final comment,
may I say how glad T am that our Chimaera has neither
been a foolish fancy nor a mythological monster with the

forepart of a lion, the middle of a goat and the hind-parts
of a serpent.

-~ Heather,

To contact either the Editor or the Secretary:

~ 20
3, Wheathills House, Brun Lane, Kirk Langley, pVNWW-PQrkiLaﬂﬂbfﬁ -
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PROGRAMME
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DOG & PARTRIDGE DATES

Still alternate Mondays. The dates apeg:xolzfsd HTLA SOORA

APRIT 29th
MAY 13th and 27th

JUNE 10th and 24th
JULY 8th and 22nd.

APRIL

WEDNESDAY 24th at 8 pm. at the ALBERT HALL INSTITUTE room A4.
A discussion meeting with the Nottingham Women's Lib Group.

MAY

WEDNESDAY 1st from 8 pm onwards GARRICK pub evening,

Of course you know it's on the A52 on the corner of

Ashbourne Road and Uttoxeter 014 Road SO no-one will miss
1% \

SATURDAY 4th at 8 pm COFFEE EVENING at John's house
(12D, Montrose Court, Melbourn Road, Stapleford)

Some members of the Lelcester Group may be there, Later
we will move on to elther Mario'!'s or La Chlc.

f
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MONDAY 6th at 8 pm CHE MUSIC GROUP presents an evenlng
of Brahms, Bruch and Beethoven at
Gordon's ( Gordon's address is 2, Haverhill Crescent,

Rise park, Nottingham. Entering Rise Park from Hucknall

Road, take the first turn left into Brownlow Drive, The
3rd turn on the right is Haverhill Crescent)

FRIDAY 10th at 8 pm DAVID BELL, Founder member of
CHE Activists, a schoolteacher

employed by the I.L.E.A. who has come out publicly on

television and in the press without losing his job.

David will discuss CHE Activists at the FRIENDS
MEETING HOUSE, 25 CLARENDON ST., NOTTINGHAM in the Social

Room, Inv1tatlons will be extended to such groups as the
Samaritans and NCCL.

WEDNESDAY 15th 8 pm onwards the GARRICH again.

MONDAY 20th at .8 pm Gordon will be your host again
at a film show 'Italian Holiday®'.

You already have directions to get to Gordon's from the
Music Evening.
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PROGRAMME ( Continued)

MAY

FPRIDAY 31st 9 pm onwards Social Evening at LA CHIC,

By now I think most of us know the way, but if in doubt

phone us for directions. (the address is 5-13, Canal St%t.
Nottingham)

J UNI

FRIDAY 7th at 8 pm IAN HARVEY ( Vice-Chairman of CHE,
author and former Member of Parliament)
will be giving a talk entitled 'Both sides of the Fenge',

This will again be held at the Friemnds Meeting House,

25,Clarendon St., NOTTINGHAM in room 1, Invitations to
Samaritans etc will again be extended.

an

WEDNESDAY 12th 8 pm onwards encore the GARRICK.

WEDNESDAY 19th,9 pm onwards a Summer Social, This time
at MARIO'S.

SATURDAY 29th at 9 pm Another INTERGROUP SOCIAL at LA CHIC,
but with a big difference,

CHE will shortly be running a natienal lottery to raise

funds. The Grand Draw ( Top Prize of £100 ) will be made
here at the Intergroup evening.

All offers of accomodation will be eagerly snapped up by
the Committee, for this time we can expect visitors from

all over the country. Malvern should be the start of the
nation-wide publicity.

JULY

FRIDAY 5th at 8 pm  ROSE ROBERTSON will be speaking at

the Friends Meeting House,St.Halen's St.
DERBY, about 'PARENTS ENQUIRY?.

Rose founded this association to provide support and
advice for the parents of gay children. An offshoot of this
is the intention to provide counsel, support and advice to
the heterosexual children of homoscxual marriages. Need T
say that any interested bodies will once again be invited
to attend. You can always bring your own parents too,

WEDNESDAY 10th from 8 pm onwards = GARRICK evening.

¥ W A A A KK KWK KKK
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GENERAL NEWS

Our first Social evening at La Chic was highly
successful. At last members had a gcod excuse for lecking
the c¢lub over, with no obligations.- We counted 30 members
over the course of the evening, including several members
of the newly formed Nottingham University GaySoc., Several
people left before midnight and found to their dismay that
they had missed the cabaret., Strippers they had - one
male, one female in the best C.H.E. style - but it was

quite amusing to watch the men hogging the front for both
performers!

Hec's coffee evening was unfortunate in being held
at the nadir of the petrol problem, but as he was suffering
from a very heavy cold it may have been lucky for him,
Perhaps he may ask us again later in the year?

Gordon's second music evening was very pleasant

and successful, We hope that this will become a regular
feature of next year's programme,

We didn't get Dennis Nadin, due to poor communic-
~-ations about the National Council Meeting and said
speakers availability., It was certainly not our secretary's
fault as her raised blood pressure testifies. Sorry,Albert

that you made the Jjourney in vain - we thought we'd headed
everyone cff,

Mario's evening showed us just what healthy
competition can do to improve a club's appearance. You
still have a long way to go to beat the atmosphere there,

Several of us around quite late for mid-week festivities
oo,

A fair house turned up to listen to Ike's taped
lecture to the Sheffield police, I hope they found it as
interesting as we did, though the stodgy lot didn't even
laugh at appropriate points, Thanks to the General Election
the Cinematograph & Indecent Displays Bill has of course

been dropped for the present. No further comment seems
_ necessary- : | o

We are now warming up for the Saturday night
Intergroup Social. (Late newsflash there - what a hewling
auccees it was! Perhaps such continued custem will enable
them 1o install some air conditioning on the dance floor)

Following their successful leafletting of Nottingham
University, Martin and Char arranged an informal discussion
between putative GaySoc members and CHE to help work out
the future basis of the GaySoc's structure, Inevitably it
became split into personal group discussion and argument,
but they appear to have their course planned for next term.
An informal debate was then held 2 weeks later at La Chic
between the GaySoc and members of this group, the subject
in question being 'Organisation is of the essence', Some
heated argument took place across and around the floor
but the acoustics were so bad that it was very difficult

hear the partécipants clearly.
™ We hgpe that the GaySocyworks out well and at the

same time offer our help and support if needed, to
individuals turned off by the closed campus scene,
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THE CAMPAIGNING KFRONT

Char and I volunteered to talk to students at
Derby Tech, at the invitation of their Union Secretary.
He was surprised at the turn out of 28, including a
sprinkling of lecturers, and a very interesting discussion
got underway. Several showed interest and some knowledge .
of CHE's attempts at Law Reform, which was good news for us.
Time ran out long before we'd covered all the groundwork,
so we are hoping to arrange another visit to perhaps
expand their views and tie up a few loose ends.

Tan, David, Hilary and myself spent what I felt to
be a worthwhile evening talking to a member of the
Probation Service. He certainly realised our problems in
running a very mixed group whilst discussing ways in which
we could possibly help gays inadvertently crossing the law,.
He should be our liason with Social Services in Nottingham
when Felicity Harding leaves for the West Country in July.
At some point in the near future we hope to arrange some
inter group discussions between CHE and his colleagues.

Three of us met the nucleus of N.C.C.L. in
Nottlngham to find out how we could help each other,.

‘~nther very useful contact was made here with an uneXpected
side benefit. ILittle did we know that a reporter from -
the Nottingham Evening Post was present, but a useful
small article follswed. The legal gentleﬁman from N.C.C.L.
had heard of gays using Canning Circus cottage being

assaulted and blackmailed, yet refraining from enlisting

the aid of the police, Nottlngham police not being
infamous for heavy harrassment confirmed their tolerant
attitude by stating publicly "These people have nothing

t~ fear. If they would come forward, everything would he
treated in the strictest confidence." '

- On Women's Day Hilary and I attended the local
Women's Lib rally to give spectator support. To our
horror we found that a talk was wanted on the problems of
Gay Women, If only the Women's Campaign Manual had
arrived 24 hours earlier we would have had no problem.
Between us, we managed to give them a talk a bit confused
in lay-out but solid on facts., Hilary now refers to
herself as 'The Pen'! and me as 'The Mouth'. I hope it's
a compliment, This meeting prompted Hilary's article
rther on in the newsletter and once again got C.H.E.
into the local press.

- _Heather

FINANCIAL TIME
A word to our Sponsors.

2

I had been thinking it over for sometime; writing
yet another article appealing for money. And then 1
ought of you all sitting out there groaning as you read
my sob-story. What flnally clinched 1t was attending the
KOs 10 London early in March.



FINANCIAL TIMES (continued)

If you don't like my tale of woe, I can tell you that
listening at that N.C. to reports of the national financial
situation. would really bring tears to your eyes. I suppose
that it.is my job to turn those crocodlle tears into real
ones. - - |

Empty vessels make the most noise they say.-Jell
in Nottingham and Derby CHE we believe in making a lot of
noise, and when the call came for a £10 donation to national
funds from each local group - malnly for the CHE 'Jackdaw!
educational kit - we could hardly ignore it. Especially
since we had proposed it. Oh yes, I can hear you now -
'should have kept your trap shut' - the Nottingham and
Derby group is not above doing a bit ef the tdward Heath
Foxtrot, two steps forward, seven steps back, open your
‘mouth and put your oot in ity

l__i

So off went £10 from us, but not without. me letting
everyone know, I mused as the.ink .dried on the cheque,
However, money is of prime importance in the ‘local group
as well as nationally and although I said earlier 'empty
vessels ,..! etc,, I can assure you that sometimes full
vessels, or more accurately, bank accounts, can he very
noisy indeed.‘Money talks. (I admit that the only thing
ours ever says is 'goodbye') We need a Post Office box
and although I daresay the GPO would be stunned by my
dazzling smile and smoothie approach, they would point
blank refuse anything less than £10 to pay for it.

So that's it. I want £20 in donations; £10 for
national funds - already sent off, and another £10 for our
P.0O. box which would allow us to advertise freely for new
members using a non-committal address. So reach for your
plggy—bank NOW and send to me as much as the knife will
prise out of the slot. A few less ice-creams in hablethorpe
or on€& or two less postcards from the Seychelles is gonna
hurt no-one and we'll all benefit from the results.

Donations to:-

IAN CORFIELD

64, Fabis Drive,
Clifton Grove,
NOTTINGHAM NG11  8NZ.

Cheques made out to me personally or by postal:order, 5 3 gl 1
you want to send the money to the Secretary, then please do.
Any committee member you see will also pass donations on to

me.

~ Tan., (Group Treasurer.)

GROUP_SUBSCRIPTIONS .
- Group membership subscriptions (75p - 50p for
students and 0.A.P's) are due from all those who joined

before October 1973 and who have not yet renewed their
membership.









