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EDITORIAL

We went to a meeting this menth - a family wedding
(The bride being the fourth of five children, the bride-
-groom being the youngest of six), so as you can imagine
it was a large group by the time aunts,uncles,grandmas and
friends were added on. I think I can safely say we had a
good time; discounting the drunken gentleman who insisted
on dancing with all the girls whilst slowly wafting his
tie acrcss their faces like ore of Salome's seven veils,

We were certainly as involved as all the other family
couples; carnations ordered for the both of us, both in
the family photo as a matter of course. The only raised
eyebrows when we danced together were because we danced
more than most - apart from my young niece and nephew,.
Have you been invited to 'smooch' by a 4ft nine year 01ld?
I found it easier to carry my partner at that stage,
especially as he'd had his fair share of champagne and
shandy (5% lemonade) too. _

The point I'm making, I suppose, is that we are
slowly integrating our life style with that of *the Family'.
I strongly feel that what we all basically want and need
from our 'nearest and dearest' is a%t the very least 5
tolerance and at the most, full acceptance, no conditions
on either side. .

Autumn again; holidays almost all over. Our quiet
Summer programme is now followed by one of dynamic moment.
We hope to see large numbers of eager faces at future |
events and would love to hear from keen, willing volunteers
wishing to help run our various campaign projects. We seem
to have a particularly large blank in the political area,
which worries the committee who are already occupied by
CHE activities during most of their free time,. |

-~ Heather.

Editor - Heather 3,Wheathills House, Brun lane,
Secretary - Hilary - Kirk Langley, Derby.
| Tel. Kirk Langley 502,

P.0O.BOX P.0.BOX P.0.BOX P.0.BOX P.0.BOX P.0.BOX

CHE, P.0.BOX 87, Derbdy.
Don't forget to make use of it - after all, you paid for i%:
GAY NEWS '

WM

If we can guarantee at least 10 regular subscribers
we intend to sell Gay News to members of the group. Let
us know either via the P.0.Box or at the usual address if
you are interested. You will be certain of getting your
news regularly.
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PROGRAMME ;:L. T

------

DOG & PARTRIDGE DATE

-.—--..-.--.-_—-— - p

Rumour has it that the place ‘has gone off for
gay people, So bright ideas please on where else we can go
If anyone has other opinions about the D & P, say so. They-
will remain in the programme as long as people g0,

DATES: Sept. 30+th. Oct. 14th and 28th.
Nov. 711th and 25th Jdecy 9th. and 23rd.
- (all are londays)

SEPTEMBER
Saturday 28th SOCIAT EVENING at LA CHIC. b
9 pm. onwards at 5-13, Canal St., NOTTINGHAM. '

OCTOBER

Wednesdan 2nd GARRICK EVENING from 8 pm onwards. in
DERBY.

Wednesday 9th GAY COUNSELLING a talk given by
. Bernaird Rattigan. |

This will be held at The Friends Meeting House,
St. Helens St., DERBY at 8 pm. (Room 3) ' | i

Bernard is attempting to set up a FRIEND group
in the East Midlands -~ anyone who 1s actually willing to
help with such a group should try o attend another |
meeting being organiscd by 3ernard on Sept. 25th (Details
can be obtained by phoning Kirk Langley 502) |

The more we advertise the presence of CHE in this
area and the more pecple who consequently contact us, the
greater will be the need for a group of people uo befriend
and help other gays., |

Wednesday 16ch GARRICK EVENING a% 8 pm in DERBY.
Saturday 26th An INTERGROUP SOCIAL at MARIO'S
| Stanford St., NOTTINGHAM from 9pm.
As usual, we are'invitihg people from the other groups
around the midlands to join us. Should be a lot of fun.
Wednesday 30%h COFFEE & GAMES at Howards, Flat 2,.
i 108, Foxhall Road, NOTTINGHAM.

I'm not quite sure what the games are, but we have some
imaginative folk in the group. -

NOVEMBER

S

Tuesday 5th For November, we have the only outdoor

~ pursuit of the programme. I1ts woolies and
a couple of whiskies with your packet os sparklers for
BONFIRE NIGHT. NOTTINGHAM sites have yet to be announced
for the city, but we will let you know as soon as we find
somewhere. I hope seriously that we will get a drink before,
after or both!
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- PROGRAMME (Continued)

- NOVEMBER -

Friday 15th CHE DISCO at The City Hall SHEFFIELD.

Entrance is 40p and tickets can be obtained beforehand -
ask the committee, The theme is 'Bishops and Tarts'.

Friday 22nd BARRIE KENYON - now CHE's Chairman, will
- be talking to us.

The venue is the Friends Meeting House, 25, Clarendon St.,
NOTTINGHAM (Rooms 2 & %). I think the entrance to use is
the side one. Time is 8 pm-as usual.

Wednesday 27th All UNFIT and would-be ENERGETIC
members now's your chance, We are
intending to have an evening at the SPORTS CENTRE, DERBY.
Anyone interested please speak up so we have some ideas
of the numbers wanting to come. BEER refreshment
afterwards, of course. | |

DECEMBER

Vednesday 11th GARRICK EVENING at 8 pm in DERBY.

-

. 3

Saturday 21st SOCIAL at LA CHIC from 9 pm
5-13 Canal St., NOTTINGHAM.

KK K KW KK KWK KKK KK KK

It was hoped to have an Xmas Party on Friday 6th or
Saturday Tth. However, we could not get the intended
premises in which to hold it., If anyone has any bright
ideas (like offering their house for the evening) let
someone on the committee know and the party will then
go ahead on one of those dates and details will be sent
to all members.

Also at this point T would like to mention the
Womens Conference again. It's on Oct.19th/20th at Mario's
NOTTEINGHAM., - - N e e

It has come to our notice that some CHE girls have
not received their registration forms from Manchester.
(Heather for one!) They have been sent out, but if you
haven't got yours, I have a supply of spares, It costs
15p. This includes conference papers, dinner and 2 rounds
of coffee. PLEASE REGISTER NOW if you haven't already -
if you aren't a CHE member nationally, in this case it
does not matter at all. ' |

.

FOR CHRIST'S SAKE COME (And bring your friends!
AMEN, Ed)

Love,Hilary.

He W H K W KKK H K KR KK



LETTERS

Dear Heather,

I would be grateful if you could consider giving
a list of all the organisations and individuals who
receive a copy of the newsletter, other than members and
prospective members of the Nottingham CHE Group.

I think that other members of the group might
find this information useful,

| Sincerely - Roger.
Dear Roger,

Thanks for your leter. Not many newsletters go
out as extras. Those that do go to the following pe0ple -

Nottingham Samaritans
Derby Samaritans
Sheffield CHE
Howarth Penny, CHE HQ

NCCL (People's centre)

Womens Lib Group

Nottingham Council of Veluntary Service
(formerly the Council of Social Service)
CHE London Information Centre

Gay News

In return, Sheffield CHE send their newsletter
CHBEKY, Manchester HQ sends loads of paper and we have had
a number of people via the Samaritans,NCCL and the Counci
of Voluntary Service to join the group Womens Lib
nationally has declared support for gay women and the
Nottingham Group will be coming to the Gay Womens
Conference in Nottingham on Oct.19th.

THINGS PAST

July 5th brought Rose Robertson to Derby to tell
us and invited guests about problems dealt with by Parents
Enquiry. This was so well received by a local Samaritan
that she rushed off afterwards to talk to one of her
clients immediately - torn between good works and contin-
-uing the talk with Rose at the Garrick. We were also
delighted to welcome Mrs Parry, mother of our well known
Vice Chairman Glenys, plus one of my married 'het' friends
and her teenage daughter It proved a good well attended
and worthwhile meeting,

Garrick evenings increase in popularity. The
landlord and his wife always appear happy to see us and
this is one of the few pubs where we can all get down to
a good talk in session without shouting over the muzak.
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THINGS PAST (Continued)

‘The car rally was disappointing in numbers as only
three actual vehicles took part, but it was a really good
course. Organised by Cara and Jerry (Courtesy of Bishop
Lonsdale), we covered 25 miles of rural Derbyshire on
paper. Ian in fact covered 60 miles in his eagerness to
win, but unfortunately for him, the car full of women
got to the Rose.& Crown first. Lee and David had a sedate
crulse round the course to win a bag of lollipops as a
booby prize. Everyone arrived at the pub in time for a
reasonable amount of drinking, which kept us all quite
happy. August's visit to the Mediaeval -jousting at
Belvoir Castle could literally be called a wash-out.
Torrential rain stopped play as far as most of the grouap
were concerned., Hilary,Char, Pam and myself went and I
immediately gave myself a black eye on my car door and
began to wish I'd stayed at home too. It would have been
great if the sun had shore! - |

Liz Stanley came to the Friends Meeting House
on August 22nd and gave a fascinating talk on genetics
and gender roles and how they are influenced by social
upbringing. A1l those present are now well informed on
'free martins' and Turner's syndrome. General discussion
followed until thirst overcame everybody. Mario's Social
evening brought along some new members - I like the
atmosphere there - pity the beer's not a bit cheaper.
September brought us to Howard's very pleasant flat for a
coffee evening and discussion. Subjects ranged from Radio
Nottingham phone-in prcgrammes through the dangers to the
gay world from the National Front revival to funny moments
Candid Camera style. For a change, everyone present. was
quite ready and able to Jjoin in. We need more discussions
on these lines in my perscnal opinion. |

WOMENS MEETINGS st -

~ When 26 women turned up at the initial meeting at

Wheathills, we realised that a real need existed for
holding separate meetings. It was decided that monthly
organised venues would be set up on Thursday evenings,
which would not clash with our usual mixed group evenings
and no obvious pressure would be put on girls to join CHE
until they gave some indication of wishing to become
involved, |

~ " The second coffee evening at Ward St.gagain drew
25-28 people; not all thesame as at the original meeting.
We were really thrown by the effort required from at least
three present tc get to Derby at all. General chat and
socialising took us along until well into the night.

We hoped for a folk evening at Char's but our
'guest artiste'! had by then joined a pop group and was
around the country somewhere doing one-night gigs. Still
similar numbers for talk but not prepared to enter great
discussions. Party night at Wheathills brought them all
out, plus three cof my own friends - from Newmarket, Oxford
and London. An incredible amount of booze and fags kept
everyone going until the last departing guest left at



WOMENS MEETINGS (Continued)

4.0 am. My posr cats were all hung-over next
day on alcohol and tobacco fumes! Jackie and Chris at
Groby next hosted a really super social evening. The food
tasted as good as it looked. Still more people came who
hadn't been before and had a great time.

We also had a theatre evening in Nottingham
organised by Alison, when a dozen of us went to see the
Royal Shakespeare Company's version of Marlowe's Faustus
with Ian McKellen, Pity it coincided with a Garrick =
evening when 4 new girls turned up, but at least Liz an
David led the move to make them welcome. |

1 shall be interesvted to see how many eager
hikers turn up for ovr proposed ramble on Sept.22nd. Ten
miles, Trene tells us, but there will be a hostelry at
about the half way mark. Boois on girls and hope it
doesn't rain! -

Hilary and 1 are keeping busy helping to .
organise. the Women's Conference in Nottingham on Oct.19th.
We are getting help in a very cheering manner from various
members of the group, especially Char. Anyone in the
Nottingham area would help her considerably if they could
make it to the Womens Lib meetings occasionally. These
are also every Thursday evening at 8 pm at the Womens
Centre, 26,Newcastle Chambers, off Angel Row.

 CAMPAIGN CORNER

| For some. time the Hon.Sec. and myself have been
debating the pros. and cons of going »n the Activists list.
Having decided against it for personal reasons, something
then went completely haywire. Knowing that Rose Robertson
was coming t+ talk about Parents Enquiry, I daringly (for
me) contacted Radio Derby and found to my surprise that =
they wanted to talk to us - not Rose - about the proposed
talk. Hilary and I therefore had five minutes or so air
time on a Friday tea-time which we found quite painless.
You can't see the faces at the other end of a microphone!
We were then invited to go back on Monday night to take
part in an hour long phone-in programme. Bruce came along
to balance the odds, the studio did provide some liquid
refreshment and we three had quite a good time. Unfortunately
Radio Derby staff themselves were, for intelligent people,
remarkably ignorant about gay people, They were so curious
about what made us tick personally that we had to force
in a word about gay solidarity, the local group and any
other activity than sex. Perhaps we can have another go
at them later, especially with the CHE Women's conference
coming up in Nottingham, I have also discovered from
workmates that my voice is easily recognisible - so much.
for anonymity!

Hilary and I also went along to Birmingham CHE
to take part in a forum on local groups, chaired by our
own David Hughes, As Birmingham Women have split off
from the group we were vastly outnumbered, but had an












