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EDITORIAL

Now is the time for all good members to book for the 3rd 
Annual Conference* *. Sheffield being almost on our doorstep, we have 
the minimum number of excuses for not going and making Conference 
*75 a great EVENT. I particularly hope to see most of the women in 
contact with our group making an effort to get there. The Women’s 
Campaign Committee have ensured that you have more prominence in 
workshops and discussion groups than ever before; this opportunity 
is too great to be missed.

The Law Reform Bill presentation has got off to quite a 
good start, thanks mainly to Richard being prepared to stick his 
neck out. Radio Nottingham and Radio Trent have given us air time; 
a small article has appeared in Nottingham Evening Post following 
a Gay Alliance meeting on the subject and a feature article is due 
in the Derby Evening Telegraph. Prom the latter interview we are 
taking the feature writer to our next Housewives’ Register meeting 
in September. If you want to help CHE with this but don’t want 
to campaign in a radical way, please write to your MP asking him or 
her to consider giving support to the Bill if it gets before the 
House. Please let us know if you have written; or, if you don't 
want your name and address attached to any letters, let us know 
and we will write for you if you tell us who your MP is. Don't
spend a year making this decision, but let us know as soon as 
possible.

My address remains the same (Wheathills) until the end of 
August, but Hilary is now at 3,Belmont Road,Kirkby in Ashfield
(tel.Mansfield 752909).If you forget this, you can always reach us 
via the PO Box.

*

Gay Alliance meetings seem to be doing well.From the first 
of these Street Theatre was born; having 'done over’ Nottingham •’ 
Festival we have been asked to perform(?) at the next N.A.C.
demonstration and also at Sheffield.Plans are also afoot for Goose 
Fair.

Joining Derby Womens Group in London for the National
Abortion Campaign Demonstration in June, we gave our new banner a 
good public airing. It obviously caught the eye of Gay News, 
although you have to know Ian and I quite well to recognise us. 
The anonymous hand on the banner pole belongs to Carole, who raally 
ought to have been in the shot 'cos she did the banner making - both 
ours and the Women's Group.

I did it today'. 'Came out' to my boss! Need I say that she 
was in a crisis situation herself over a marital disaster. How to 
choose your moment for instant acceptance!

I seem to have a lot to say th.is time, but I am delighted 
to see how many items in this newsletter have been put together by 
the women. More please; every woman can write and I'd like to have 
lots of articles to choose from.

Meanwhile,
Love and peace to all,

r

•.
f.



9

PROGRAMME
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TUESDAY 29th JULY
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JULY
TRIP TO JERUSALEM

✓ tif »*• • ' > * •• •• • "

The first meeting we held here was found to 
so we are repeating the experience. Some of 
from about 8 pm. The pub is on Castle Road 
College at the foot of Nottingham Castle.

be very enjoyable 
us will be there 
opposite the People's

WEDNESDAY 6th AUGUST
AUGUST

• •

GAY ALLIANCE MEETING
Our People’s centre meetings turned into Gay Alliance meetings 
a couple of months ago, but this is the first time we have had 
the opportunity to call them that in our programme. These
meetings have already initiated several new ventures - you can 
read about them later in the newsletter. From here on the
meetings will be held at 8 pm on the 1st anfl.3rd Wednesday of each 
month. At the People's Centre, of course, 33,Mansfield Road,
Nottingham.
FRIDAY 8th AUGUST COFFEE EVENING at BERYL’S
Ring Heather or Ian for directions on how to get there.
MONDAY 11th AUGUST PRE-CONFERENCE CONFERENCE.
Quite a few of the group will be going to the Annual CHE
conference in Sheffield. If you are going, come along to this 
meeting and discuss what your group intends to do about
conference proposals, Nottingham Gay Street Theatre, or anything 
else. If you're not going, come along just for the coffee.
8 pm at Ian and David's, 64,Fabis Drive,Clifton Grove,Nottingham.
THURSDAY 14th AUGUST GARRICK EVENING from 8 pm in DERBY.
The pub is at the corner of Ashbourne Road and Uttoxeter old Road. 

The Green Lane was not at all popular as an alternative to 
the Garrick (in fact, after an hour or so, we moved on to the
Garrick) So here we are again. An opportunity to demonstrate that 
GAY DERBY LIVES'.
WEDNESDAY 20th AUGUST GAY ALLIANCE MEETING
At 8 pm. at the People's Centre (upstairs).
TUESDAY 26th AUGUST TRIP TO JERUSALEM from 8 pm.
The directions are given above.

SEPTEMBER J
MONDAY 1st SEPTEMBER MANSFIELD/KIRKBY GROUP
As you will read later in the newsletter Hilary and others are
trying to initiate meetings for those in this area. Advertisements 
are being placed locally and in Gay News so if members in this area 
attend they should see some new faces as well as all those who 
can travel over from Nottingham and Derby. The meeting will be 
at 8 pm at Hilary's:- 3, Belmont Road,Kirkby in Ashfield.
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PROGRAMME (Continued)

WEDNESDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER GAY ALLIANCE at 8pm THE PEOPLE'S CENTRE 
TUESDAY 9th SEPTEMBER NATIONAL HOUSEWIVES REGISTER MEETING

This time a small group of us will be going to speak to 
the Burton on Trent NHR. If you’d like to come along, give one 
of the committee a ring.
THURSDAY 11th SEPTEMBER GARRICK EVENING from 8 pm in DERBY. ’ ~ r
MONDAY 15th SEPTEMBER NATIONAL HOUSEWIVES REGISTER MEETING.
Chester CHE got a paragraph in Gay News when they actually spoke 
at an NHR meeting. This is our sixth (with more to follow).
Today it's Yoxall (Yoxall? Where's Yoxall? By Sept.15th we hope 
to have located the place) Again, if you would like to come along 
ring one of the committee.
WEDNESDAY 17th SEPTEMBER GAY ALLIANCE at 8 pm PEOPLE'S CENTRE.
SATURDAY 20th SEPTEMBER CHE'S GENERAL SECRETARY ALAN CLARKE
Will be talking to us at 8 pm, in the Albert Hall Institute, 
Nottingham.The Institute is that mock-tudor building on the 
junction of Parliament St.,Maid Marian Way and Derby Road.
The actual room will be indicated inside the entrance.
I expect that most of us will move on to one of the clubs 
afterwards.
TUESDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER TRIP TO JERUSALEM from 8pm

OCTOBER
WEDNESDAY 1st OCTOBER GAY ALLIANCE AT 8 pm THE PEOPLE'S CENTRE 
SATURDAY 4TH OCTOBER GAY ALLIANCE DI SCO.at THE YORKER.
The Yorker is on Mansfield Road,Nottingham,near to the Victoria 
Centre. The Disco is from 8 pm to 11.45 pm. Tickets are 55p and 
can be bought in advance at most meetings through August and 
September though a few will be retained to sell at the door. 
Please remeiber that although the disco goes on 'til 11.45, the 
management of the Yorker are obliged to close their doors to 
any newcomers at closing time - 10.50.

Although it's not specifically printed in the programme, we 
should make it clear that after most Gay Alliance meetings and 
speaker meetings we move on +> a pub or club afterwards.
We want to have more parties'. Is there any raving lunatic who 
lives not too far out of Nottingham who will allow us to take 
over his/her place for the evening. A "Yes" will be rewarded with 
eternal gratitude and bottles of carpet shampoo.

P.S. NALGAY the NALGO Gay Group are holding a disco at the
Yorker on Saturday August 2nd. All group members are invited. 
Details from Howard,Geoff or Richard - if you can’t find them, 

< just turn up.
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EVENTS PAST

It’s been a busy,enjoyable and encouraging past couple of 
months for some of us in little ol' NDCHE (possibly, we believe, 
the most successful CHE group - up yours,Tel Airs) We've had a lot 
of fun and I think we've got a lot closer to each other and are 
working much better together.

, Apart from the group events our cats had 12 kittens and
- Cherry's had 3. They're all beautiful and we have no objection to 

our kittens being adopted by gays. So if anyone wants a furry little 
child substitute give us a ring.

Back to business. We did lots of fun things. Dr Martin 
Haley PhD.(at last) gave a party at which almost everyone got 
extremely pissed except Heather and I and we found the whole thing 
very amusing. Thank you,Martin baby, I hope your stair carpet
wasn't ruined. ,

A new pub venue for the group - The Trip - was very 
successful and is being repeated in future programmes. The Chegay 
disco, while only attended by about half of our maximum of 100, was 
much enjoyed by those who turned up. There was a really good,
friendly atmosphere. The room at the Yorker was fine and the bar 
staff very friendly - they even had a bop themselves. The music, 
courtesy of Mr D.Edgley, was of its usual high standard. Thanks 
David,for all that work. To those that didn't go you missed a good 
evening. Come to the next one, we need your money.

Ian,Sue and Poppy won the car rally, beating 5 other cars 
in the process. I am still amazed by their success, I had my 4p on 
Cara and Co. It was nice to see lots of people, and particularly 
lots of women, on the rally who we don't often see at CHE events.

■ There were lots of not too familiar faces at Ian and David's 
coffee evening too, plus lots of old faithfuls. A video tape of the 
World in Action programme on Milton Keynes CHE was shown. It was 
a good evening, with a choice of entertainment at the end - La Chic 
or the Brides of Dracula - not a lot of difference in their effects 
on the nervous system.

Our one and only speaker,Glenys Parry, gave a fascinating 
talk on Gays and Psychiatry to 18 people - 9 of each, I'm delighted 
to say. It's a pity everyone didn't hear her because I think it's 
a very important subject for us all. Glenys told us that treating 
homosexuals as sick rather than evil was a great and relatively 
recent liberal step forward'. She talked at some length about the 
campaign within the health service to stop the treatment of gays as 
sick people in need of a 'cure' and instead to orientate the
treatment to helping them to accept their homosexuality as a valid 
way of life to which no guilt or shame should be attached. We 
also discussed the fact that Glenys had come out at the interview 
for her job as a clinical psychologist and how this has had no 
adverse effect on her job with regard to the attitude of her clients 
and colleagues. She's by no means the only person to have done so 
and it seems that coming out at work may well not always have the 
terrible consequences that many of us envisage. Although at the 
moment, I think it will always put additional pressure on us.

All this led into a discussion of the situation of gays in 
the armed foroes where discovery results in dismissal and sometimes 
enforced psychiatiic treatment. We are having a further discussion 
on this subject in the next programme and hope that anyone interested 
and/or with information on the subject, personal or otherwise, will 
come along as there are members of the group who are enthusiastic
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about doing something to remedy the situation and would like
support and information. All in all it was a very rewarding
evening with much food for thought and,unlike chartered
accountants, not at all boring.

4 of us went on the National Abortion Campaign rally and 
found a large number of other gays on the march. Ian's article
covers this, so I’ll shut up about it.

,1

Our NHR talks continue with success and I did one on
Battered Wives and got some more dates for CHE including one return 
visit. • Anyone like to come along?

The other great events of the past two months, and I think 
the most encouraging of all, have been the formation of Nottingham 
Gay Alliance (comprising CHE, Nottingham GLF which grew out of
Gay Soq., Lesbian Liberation and assorted individuals) and the 
birth of the now famous Gay Street Theatre. The Gay Alliance 
meetings, held in the People's Centre, have brought together lots 
of lovely people and, with one exception, have been really good, 
lively meetings. The one exception was adversely affected by the 
presence of a bored and embarassed Evening Post reporter.

The Street Theatre grew very rapidly out of Gay Alliance 
and so far has made its presence felt twice in Nottingham. We have 
also been invited to perform at the Sheffield Conference and we 
have plans to do something on abortion with the Nottingham Women's 
Liberation Group and also to do something at Goose Fair. The Goose 
Fair event particularly could do with a lot of support from those 
not specifically taking part in the theatre itself, as we would 
like in some way to demonstrate our numbers and state our support 
of the Law Reform Bill.

Our first appearance trandbrmed 8 of us into Robina Hood 
and her Gay Folk and we wandered, to the music of a recorder, down 
to the square for the opening of the festival. There we amused a 
lot of people, horrified the Robin Hood society,disturbed the 
police considerebly - they eventually told us to go home and put 
some decent clothes onl We distributed 1,000 leaflets, including 
ones to the Lord Mayor and HER lady Mayoress'. We also managed to 
get an interview on Radio Nottingham and 8 letters for and 1 
against in the Evening Post. On the second occasion a slightly 
different and larger group handed out 2,000 leaflets on the
Victoria Embankment on the night of the firework display and then 
took La Chic by storm.

Well, we all enjoyed ourselves dressing up outrageously 
and being very silly. I also felt a great sense of support in all 
of us going into a potentially hostile situation with only each 
other to rely on. As a result, I personally, and I suspect that 
I'm not alone in this, have developed a large amount of respect 
and affection for my fellow performers and this makes a lot of 
difference to other events. We'd love to have some new recruits, 
whether you want-to brave the crowds of Nottingham (and you don't 
have to be brave, believe me) or just help with ideas and 
preparation.

That's about it. I think things are definitely looking
up.If yotfre just sitting at home reading the newsletter month 
after month, why not jump in at the deep end and come along and 
join the fun.

Carole








