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EDITORIAL

Another festive season is nearly upon us. Those
of us in schools are busy marking reports; exams and
Christmas plays are things to be endured w1th a stoical
smile,

Hospital personnel, if not 1ncapa01tated by
strikes and go-slows, are trying to improve Ward funds in
order to give patients and staff who must be at work on
Christmas Day a meal of traditional proportions.

Clergymen too are busier at this time, but 1
doubt if many postmen will be this year, Many of the rest
of us will be taking manic trips to town in order to finish
off Christmas shopping; an unfortunate percentage, jobless
for one reason or another, will be counting the pennies
from Social Security and working out budgets yet again,

To all of you, to all my friends and all
acquaintances in the Notts/Derby area and farther afield
if you get a copy of this Newsletter, I wish a Merry
Christmas and an increasingly prosperous New Year,

Love and peace,

Heather,.
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PROGRALNME

WEDNESDAY

DECEMBER 17th

WEDNESDAY

DECEMBER 31st

MONDAY
JANUARY 5th

WEDNESDAY
JANUARY 14th

MONDAY
JANUARY 19th

FRIDAY
JANUARY 23rd

TUESDAY
JANUARY 27th

FRIDAY
FEBRUARY 6th

WEDNESDAY

FEBRUARY 171th

NOTTINGHAM MEETINGS

PEOPLE'S CENTRE MEETING - POETIC JUSTICE from 8 pm.

Bring along your fawourite poems, a bottle of beer
and prepare to recite them (the poems, that is.)
For those who have forgotten, the People's Centre
is at 3%,Mansfield Road, Nottingham (Upstairs)

A NEW YEARS EVE PARTY - from 9 'til 7

The address is Flat2,108 Foxhall Road,Forest Fields
Nottingham, Please bring drinkies,

(Peter Katin is playing at the Albert Hall earlier
in the evening.)
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A COFFEE EVENING - From 8 pm, at Richard's

The address is 13%,Balmoral Road,(off Forest Road
near the High School) Nottingham,

PEOPLE'S CENTRE MEETING - FOR THE RECORD from 8 pm

Hoffnung,Blaster Bates,Flanders and Swann,
Rambling Syd Rumpo. We have a good selection of
amusing records, but please bring your own
favourites too. The address is given above.,

COME SKATING! at Nottingham Ice Rink from 7,30

If you need an excuse to hold hands in public,
here 1%v 1is.

PORNOGRAPHY an illustrated talk by Dave Brown,

Hang up your plastic macs at 8 pm at the Albert
Hall Institute (The Mock Tudor building at the
top of Maid Marian Way). N.B. We don't know which
room we will be in, but you can find out on the
night by looking at the notice board on the

right when you come in the entrance.
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THE TRIP TO JERUSALEM - from 8 pm,
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A COFFEE EVENING at Tan and David's from 8 pm.,

The address is 64, Fabis Drive, Clifton Grove,
Nottingham, (Any Clifton Bus from Broadmarsh)
Coffee and/or puzzles. If you have any puzzles or
games, bring them along.

PEOPLE!'S CENTRE MEETING from 8 pm,

DOUBLE ENTENDRES;if you've read any good cnes
lately or can make them up as you go along,this

is your night, Bring a bottle too, if it helps
your flow.
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SATURDAY - ST,VALENTINE'!'S DAY DISCO at THE YORKER from 8.30.

EE@EH&BX-liEE»Remember that although the Disco goes on 'till
11.45, the bar staff close the main entrance at
10,30 - so that's your latest time of arrival.
Tickets are 35p (at the door - but 30p if you
buy in advanceg. The Yorker is on Mansfield Road
on the same side as,but just a little way past
the Victoria Centre., We have the Upstairs Room.

DERBY MEETINGS

Meetings are at Heather and Carole's on alternative Mondays.
The address is 278,Station Road, Mickleover,Derby and Heather
gives details of how to get there later in the Newsletter,

If you have any transport problems phone Derby 511651,

The dates are therefore:-

15th December, 29th December,
12th January, 26th January.,.
9th February. A11 are MONDAYS, all from 8 pm,

There are also GARRICK meetings from 8.30 pm on the following
dates: - -

7th January, 21st january and 4th February. All are Wednesdays.,

The Garrick is on the corner of Ashbourne Road and Uttoxeter
0ld Road.

MANSFIELD MEETINGS

These are on MONDAYS alternately at the WHITE SWAN, Sutton in
Ashfield and the YEW TREE, Mansfield.

The dates are:-

December 15th (Yew Treeg,December 22nd (White Swan)-no meeting 29th
January 5th (White Swan),January 12th (Yew Tree
January 19th(White Swang,January 26th (Yew Tree
February 2nd(White Swan),February 9th (Yew Tree

OQTHER EVENTS

Discos are to be held every Friday evening from January 2nd
at the Shoulder of Mutton,South Normanton.(From 8 pm) Entrance
price is 30p at present - though it may be more by then,

CHE National Council - London. Weekend of December 13=14th.

NOTES

Mﬂ_

1) Howard will NOT be sending Christmas cards this year,but will
be donating money to CHE.

2) Thank you, Paul, for drawing us a couple of cartoons which
appear later in the Newsletter.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE |

By the time the next Newsletter emerges it will be
almost time for our Annual General Meeting. I mention this now
because our Treasurer has tendered his resignation as such,
but not from the Committee at the last committee meeting. lan
is thoroughly fed up and disillusioned by the Combined
Subscription Scheme, which appears to work on the principle
that you send your money to Manchester and, if you're lucky
you'll get 25% back to the local group. (A situation that
could be remedied if members would heed our repeated pleas to
renew membership through the local treasurer).

Also Hilary intends to resign as ‘Secretary, which
is not too surprising as she will have done the Jjob for three
years.... and a bloody thankless Jjob it is too., She would have
resigned last year, but no one was prepared to take over, Thils
year she will not be persuaded.

If you are at all interested in being part of the
machinery which keeps the group going, instead of happily
sitting back to be spoon fed, start now in making your intentions
known or there may be no machinery, just a lot. of useless cogs.

ROUND AND ABOUT

Discussion evenings certainly aren't your form of
entertainment, We did anticipate a good turn out to at least
the 'alternative medicine' and particularly to the'Armed Forces'
evening. Were we disappointed? Yes we bloody well were. What
a waste of someone's time and our .(THE GROUP) money to hire a
room for 10 people including the speaker.

AYernative Monday evenings at Derby seem to be
catching on, but I hope everyone realises that they are aimed
specifically at members in DERBY, who, if they can't reach us
on a bus (15 getting off at East Avenue and walking up) can
always ring us from the Nag's Head.,

Mansfield meetings have now spread from fortnightly
to weekly events and seem to be doing well.

In Nottingham, apart from the discussion evenings,
there was a very successful party at Geoff and Mike's, whilst
Ian and David again held a packed out coffee '‘evening. Pub
meetings continued, but are never as well attended at this time
of the year, especially with petrol prices going up.

National Housewives Register meetings went mad with
one in October and two in November, At Repton we were assailed
by 3 out of a total of 18+ members on the Pauline view of
religion - being smugly told by one lady (wife of a Rev,) that
it was alright to be gay as long as one didn't actually practise
it. In fact, as she beliewed rigidly in no sex without a
Christian type marriage, it was hard on lots of others too.

They did give us a nice hamper of home-made goodies, which
were duly shared between us,
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ROUND AND ABOUT (Continued)

At Darley Abbey they weren't 8o into religion/gays
and considered themselves pretty liberal UNTIL, talking about
our rally on Nov,23rd, and other marches we've taken part in

we found two members of LIFE present, They got two discussions
for the price of one and T suspect David may be

continuing correspondence on the subject,

Derby was somewhat less traumatic, but here the
main theme voiced was fear for their children., At all of these
meetings I feel that this is the most valuable thing that we
can do, making average intelligent housewives face the fact
that they CAN have gay kids; that it's nobody's FAULT; that
the kids in question still need the love and support that
one hopes they have always been given up to that moment.

We have no more such meetings in the pipeline,
but would welcome any more contacts.

Heather.

CHE WOMEN'S CONFERENCE

For the second year in succession, the women chose
to hold their conference in the Midlands., This time a one
day event, the venue was the Portland Building of Nottingham
University, and between 60-70 women and men managed to bridge
the gap of non-information from National Office to get there.

The first Plenary Subject on getting women into CHE
agreed that a lot of the hostility that exists between gay men
and gay women could be worked out - if only they would get

together and talk about it. All morning workshops were on the
same subject and the main barriers to this,

Reporting back from her workshop to the Conference,
Liz Stanley, former EC member, said that the gay men are hung
up about gay women, "They don't understand women's sexuality,
Men at the workshop wouldn't understand how a woman could have

a sexual experience," She added that gay men had a hierarch-
-ical view of society, which meant that they felt they were
higher up the scale. "There is a great need for people to

talk., A lot of feelings and worries can be worked out by
people talking,"

Liz advocated the use of encounter and small
discussion groups. And it was agreed that when the next CHE
Bulletin is produced solely by women - early next year - the
1ssue should be devoted to these techniques. The message was
the same from other workshops reporting back to main conference,
Women were often seen as a bit of an embarassment in local
gay groups, But it was felt by all that it was important that
CHE groups should be mixed. As one delegate pointed out:

"If CHE is fighting for sexual liberation, it cannot succeed
until it comes to terms with women."
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CHE WOMEN'S CONFERENCE (Continued)

Other important provisions discussed during the.
diy included the need for a women's contact phone number for
each local group; the need for at least one woman staff member
at national office ("To clean it out - it needs it!" quipped
Liz); and the importance of separate women's meetings to run
in conjunction with mixed group meetings.

Glenys Parry, CHE National Chairwoman, raised the
question of local group newsletters. "I see a lot of newslett-
-ers," she said,"and most of them, although it isn't stated,
are run by all-male cliques and written in a 'male gay style',
This was offensive to CHE's women members.," Paul Temperton
remarked: "This also alienates a vast number of gay men,"

It was agreed that women members of local groups
should attempt to influence their newsletters to combat the
sexism shown, - | |

Reporting back from the 'Sex and not sex' workshop
Veronica Pickles said that there had been occasions in
the history of CHE when sex with the convenor had been a
condition of Jjoining the local group. The workshop had
discussed the moral implications of this and whether *there

was a need for rigid rules,

It was pointed out that new members, attending a
group for the first time, could see the organiser as some sort
of 'supergay' and were particularly vulnerable, especially if
they had never had a gay sex experience. This could lead to
very traumatic experiences for both new members and the person
forced into 'star' category. |

The conference wound up with a Disco at the Yorker
which led one of thelocal men to remark that it was more like
a housewives meeting than anything else., Hard luck brother -
now you know how a lot of the women have felt in the past.

Thanks from me to Carole, Ian and David, Char,
Howie and Xris for their assistance, It was a great shame that

when we had a creehe organised, no one brought any kids to
acoupy 1t.,

Heather.

e

MIKE COULSON

Oddly enough the right to take one's own life was
established in Scottish law centuries before it ceased to be
a criminal offence to do so in England, which is only a way
of making it easy for me to say that as far as I'm concerned
1t would be a vulgar impertinence for me to ask why, oh why,
did Michael Coulson have to die? He had the right and he took

it and I have no right to say more of his choosing to do so
than that.













