


CHIMAERA

NEWSLETTER FOR THE DERBY,NOTTINGHAM AND MANSFIELD CHE GROUPS

About 4 years ago the Nottingham CHE group had between 
40 and 50 members. Today the Nottingham CHE group has 
between 40 and 50 members. The difference is that 4 years ago 
the members covered an area between Leicester, Derby,Lincoln 
Sheffield and Leeds, while today only a few members live 
more than 5 or 6 miles out of Nottingham. Those areas once 
associated with us have formed their own CHE groups one.by one. 

Recently we had the division of the Notts/Derby group 
into the three areas of Mansfield,Derby and Nottingham. Is 
this proving successful? As far as I can gather, the split 
has resulted in increased attendance and increased involve- 
-ment in all three areas.

On a different level we have had another 'split'. 
After the parts of the Newsletter which recur in every issue 
you will find that the articles that follow are divided so 
that those from each of the three areas are grouped
together.

David.
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TUESDAY NOV.2nd BUSINESS MEETING at Jo and Glen's. 8 pm prompt. 
25,Valley Road,Littleover. 
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WEDNESDAY NOV.3rd Carole's bright (but not exactly original) idea 
Meet at 7.30 prompt. We will go on to the gym 

at Etwall hospital. I know this is only 3 days before the Forum, 
but I think if Nottingham people can get across it will be a 
very positive thing to do at this time, (see page 11).
FRIDAY NOV.5th BONFIRE PARTY at Philip's. Bring some wood, some 

fireworks and some booze. Fire to be lit at 7.30.
SATURDAY NOV.6th THE NOTTINGHAM FORUM
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MONDAY NOV.8th DISCUSSION at Carole and Heather's. 8 pm.
WEDNESDAY NOV.10th SOCIAL MEETING in the upstairs room at

The Tiger Vaults. 8 pm onwards.
ICE SKATING at the RINK in NOTTINGHAM.Meet at 8.
COFFEE EVENING at Philip's. 8 pm onwards. 
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PROGRAMME (Continued)

MANSFIELD
EVERY WEDNESDAY Meet in the Lounge bar of the White Swan in 

Sutton in Ashfield. Everyone welcome.
NOVEMBER 5th BONFIRE PARTY at Bill and Ron's in Ravenshead.

Charge of 50p for food and fireworks. Bring a 
hottie. For directions ring Hilary and Fat at 755000 and we'll 
send you a map or give you verbal directions.

NOTTINGHAM
THURSDAY NOV.4th COFFEE AND THINGS at Ian and David's from 8. 
~ 64,Fabis Drive, Clifton Grove, Nottingham.
SATURDAY NOV. 6th THE NOTTINGHAM FORUM
WEDNESDAY NOV.10th LA CHIC from 9 pm. Remember that these 

meetings begin in the upstairs Cocktail 
Lounge, which you get to by going up the stairs immediately 
on your right as you come in.
FRIDAY NOV.19th A speaker from the MARRIAGE GUIDANCE will

be talking to us at 8 pm PROMPT at the CVS. 
(51 a,Mansfield Road,Nottingham) Remember that you have to ring 
the bell to get in.
WEDNESDAY NOV.24th LA CHIC from 9 pm (see above)
TUESDAY NOV.30th
Bring a bottle if 
WEDNESDAY DEC.8th

FRIDAY DEC.17th

COFFEE and talk at Richard's from 8.pm.
15,Balmoral Road (off Forest Road).

you want to.
LA CHIC from 9 pm. We'll probably have 
to discuss the next programme this evening. 
COFFEE + mince pies and a diversion at 
Ian and David's from 8 pm.
64,Fabis Drive,Clifton Grove,Nottingham.

WEDNESDAY DEC.22nd
WEDNESDAY JAN.5th

LA CHIC from 9 pm. 
LA CHIC from 9 pm.

N.B. If you look at the Derby Programme you will notice that 
some people will be coming over on a couple of Friday evenings 
to go skating at the Nottingham Ice Rink. Why not join them? 
The dates are Friday Nov.12th and Friday Dec.10th, both at 8pm. 
We are hoping to have a trip to Lutterworth (Where?Well, it's 
about 40 miles down the motorway and takes about 40 minutes 
to get there from Nottingham) to visit some friends and have 
a film show. None of your 8 or 16mm with Parkinson's disease; 
this is a home cinema with Stereophonic sound and Cinemascope I 
The choice at the moment is between Polanski's Macbeth, A 
Fistful of Dollars and One day in the Life of Ivan Denisovitch. 
We were thinking of taking two or three car loads down one 
Saturday evening - details will materialise later.



CONTACTS

Contacts for the three groups are as follows:-
MANSFIELD
Hilary and Pat. Mansfield 755000.
DERBY

---------------------------------------------------------------------- _

Heather (Joint Convenor) Derby 511651.
Philip (Joint Convenor ) Derby 752260.
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Fiona (Treasurer). Ripley 45579.
NOTTINGHAM

iii i - —'• i«

Richard (Joint Convenor) Nottingham 74870.
Tony (Joint Convenor) Nottingham 49137.
David (Treasurer) Nottingham 216447.
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The publishable address for Nottingham Group is:-
«Nottingham CHE, c/o.31a, Mansfield Road, Nottingham.

***************
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On the subject of contacts, the Gay Advice Service which the 
Nottingham group runs at the People's Centre needs to keep its 
lists of useful addresses, organisations, social facilities etc. 
accurate and up-to-date. If you have some news that we might 
not have heard of, please let us know. One of the most frequent 
questions we get asked is about 'gay hotels' in Nottingham.
As far as we know, there aren't any - though we (and the
management of La Chic) have come to the conclusion that the
Musters is both cheap and lacking in aggro for gay people.
Any further information would be welcome.

****************

Though the 'official' closing day for applications to attend 
the Nottingham Forum has passed, I'm sure that if you wrote off 
to Mary Riddell at the Nottingham Council for Voluntary Service,
31 a,Mansfield Road,Nottingham and enclosed your £2, you could 
still get in. (Though if you're reading this after November 6th - 
forget it).
I'll remind those who are going along that the thing starts at 
10 AM at La Chic and that we are supposed to 'assemble for 
coffee' at 9.45.

*****%**********
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WHAT HAPPENED

MANSFIELD
Here in Mansfield we have hit on a snag to the projected 

plans for the future of the group.
As we reported earlier this year, we had spoken to Peter 

Allen the then co-ordinator of the Kirkby Community Association 
and in the discussions we told him of our plans in using the
Associations facilities. Apart from meeting rooms, we would have 
an independent address for use in advertising, a place for
meeting or befriending and an opportunity to involve the CHE group 
with the other community based groups using the association.
Peter told us that a number of people in the 'singles’ group
and the 'single parents' group were in fact gay, so our group
would be useful, helpful even.

The possibility of CHE joining theassociation had been 
discussed before our application and the response had been more 
favourable.

Peter has since left and the association has kept us 
waiting two months for a reply to our application. It has arrived 
and we are dismayed at the shoddy demonstration of gutless cold 
feet. To quote:-

"Your letter (of application) was read at the last assoc- 
-iation meeting where it was felt that whilst our links with the 
community are to say the least fragile, it would be dangerous for 
the project to adopt further controversial issues  "

Needless to say after this dismal diatribe they urged to 
explain thay they supported the aims of CHE and were disappointed 
that they were not able to help at this time. Not only that but 
they suggest, no doubt as a salve to their consciences, that 
we try the bigger community project in Sutton. This is a few 
miles away and the darling project of the Council. As such it is 
a very public project and there is no privacy for a group when 
necessary. This could be disastrous for our members.

We have of course zapped the Association already, giving 
them a few gut feelings about the let down. We have, briefly, 
told them that our members are part of the community too; that 
our links are a damn sight more fragile than any other community 
group and that their excuses are just another kind of discrimina- 
-tion against gay people. We have not had a reply yet, but we do 
not intend to let the matter rest.

We appeal to everyone in the Nottingham and Derby groups 
to spare a little time and write to the Association and support 
us. It would be a tremendous help.

Our group is growing steadily and needs an alternative 
place to meet.
Write to: Kirkby House Association,

Kirkby House,
Church Street,
Kirkby in Ashfield.

Hilary




























