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CHIMAERA
NEWSLETTER FOR THE NOTTINGHAM GROUP OF CHE - JULY 1979

At the moment of typing it looks as if the heavens are 
going to open on the Gay Pride Week Picnic - obviously the 
Wrath of God.

You will find a buff coloured sheet at the end of the 
newsletter giving some up-to-date details of this years 
CHE Annual Conference, which takes place this year in
Brighton. And now on to matters which are neither far afield 
nor celestial:-

From a campaigning viewpoint 
carefully on what can be summed 
and 'Realism'. If anyone asked

4A
Ml

we have got to concentrate 
up in two words: 'Priorities' 
me whether I thought that

the group was trying to do too much with its limited 
strength and facilities, then I would have to answer "Yes." 
The current rash of frayed tempers and proliferation of 
half-organised events are caused by too few people having 
their energies spread too thinly over too wide an area. 
Later on in the newsletter, Chris has written about a meet- 
-ing where some of our priorities may be sorted out. We 
must recognise our limitations and realise that a smaller 
number of endeavours successfully carried through would 
attract more people to our cause, while a large number of
partial successes, near misses and flops put potential new 
members off and serve to exhaust and frustrate our most 
valuable and hard-working campaigners.

David.
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THE DEADLINE FOR THE.NEXT NEWSLETTER IS FRIDAY AUGUST 24TH.
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PROGRAMME

H

WED. JULY 25th
-

AUGUST
WED. AUG. 1st

WED. AUG. 8th

THUR.AUG. 9th

8.30pm

*•

at 8pm.
bar) from 8pm. 
at 25 Sherwood

with Nottingham Gay Switchboard
CVS at 8pm.
at CVS at 8pm.(31 a,Mansfield Rd) 
from the NUJ on Nottingham News

e.
at the CVS 
BELL (Back 
FOOT. Meet 
at 6pm.

to decide what we are doing

Annes.ley
DISCO.AT THE HEARTY GOODFELLOW. Top bar from 
BUSINESS MEETING at-the CVS.at 8pm.

WED. AUG.22nd
THUR.AUG.23rd

THUR.JULY 19th
SAT. JULY 21st

TUES.JULY 3RD
MON. JULY 9th

WED. AUG.15th
SUN. AUG.19th

THUR.AUG. 2nd
SUN. AUG. 5th

• -

BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND: .CHE ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN BRIGHTON.
• . * • •

• « 
• • * •There are another'couple of meetings that you may wish to go to. 

THURS.JULY 5th GAY PRIDE. WEEK COMMITTEE MEETING at CVS at 8pm.
TUES. JULY 17th GAY SWITCHBOARD MEETING at 7.30pm. at 126,Mansfield 

•• Rd. (though in fact you get in off Huntingdon St. 
where the number is 120 - I thnik... I also think) 

*******************

• *

THUR.JULY 12th
' FRI.JULY 1 3th

T

V

st.,

Some of us are going to see 'TEETH AND SMILES’
. • at the PLAYHOUSE at 7.30. For this performance 
two tickets are available for the price of one.
BUSINESS MEETING at the CVS at 8pm.
GAYLA at DAVID & IAN'S. Well, actually it's just tea 
on the lawn (if sunny) or indoors(if not).There will 
be a buffet. Bring a bottle if you want to. There 
will be chat,music and perhaps silly games later on.
64,Fabis Drive,Clifton Grove from 3pm.
COFFEE and GAMES at Mike's. 19, Thomas Close, St.Ann's 
from 8pm.
PROGRAMME MEETING (i.
in Sept, and Oct.) 
PUB EVENING at the 
A TREASURE HUNT ON

Woodhouse
«

JULY ' '
Meeting at HUNTER'S WINE BAR on Maid Marian Way 8pm. 
Joint DISCUSSION
Lesbian Group at
BUSINESS MEETING
A Representative
is coming to talk to the group. CVS Boardroom 8pm.
A CAMPAIGN REVIEW at the CVS at 8pm.
OLD RECORDS EVENING/chat and things/at RUTH & JAN'S 
Flat 4,15Newcastle Drive,The Park. From 8pm.
DISCO AT THE HEARTY GOODFELLOW. Top floor. From 8.30pm.

What is LINK? Will it be made public, or will it creep up on us 
like the creature from the Black Lagoon9



LETTERS
♦

Dear Sir,
I have never written a "letter to the Editor" before, but

1 was so annoyed and saddened when I read the last edition of
Chimaera, that I felt I just had to make some sort of protest. 

< ’• *

I refer to the bottom of page 6 of the May edition, which 
was reminiscent of the worst excesses of the gutter perss. It was 
snide and nasty, and its position on the same page as a serious 
letter left me feeling very angry.

The person who arranged the layout of that page should 
feel very ashamed indeed,

Yours faithfully,
Peter Lockwood.

: ♦ .• . J . - • J > i . I f f ■ ’ • ♦« • f ; : ' • • ■ * y -
« . . .. « » ■ ./ . i • , | .1
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Congratulations on your splendid May Newsletter. I’ve 
scarcely seen such a detailed, professional and interesting
Newsletter from any CHE group,

-

Robert Palmer 
( CHE Chairperson)

CONTACTS
. .U-

Group • t

Joint Convenors:
Treasurer:
Membership Secretary:
Campaign Officer:
Women's liaison: 
Gay Lobby;
Chimaera Editor:

Pat McLernon and Ruth Thompson
Mike Raymond
Tony Barker
Chris Richardson
Ian Corfield
Andrew Hibbert
David Edgley

CHE information can be obtained by phoning
Ruth and Jan - Nottingham 42913 or
David and Ian - Nottingham 216447 or by phoning
NOTTINGHAM GAY SWITCHBOARD (Nottingham 46881 Mon.& Thurs.7-1Opm) 
or by calling in at the above at the times stated. The address 
is: -
Nottingham CHE,

* * M

c/o 31a, Mansfield Road, Nottingham.
* **********************
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BUSINESS MEETING: MAY 10TH 1979
I

1. It was noted that Professor Smith (of the Criminal Law Revision 
Committee) has again declined to meet the group until after 
publication of the working party Discussion Paper.

2. It was agreed that the Lesbian Group be known as Nottingham 
Gay Switchboard Lesbian Group.

3. After discussion it was agreed that collection boxes for Gay 
Switchboard were not to be used at the monthly discos.

4. Letters received: -
a) lan Thorpe - asking for suggestions/advice on opening a shop 

in Nottingham catering for gays.
b) City Information Office requesting details about the group to 

bring their records up to date.
c) Tutbury Housewives Register - asking for speakers.
Plus - first issue of GLIB magazine - for and by gay people.

5. Letters sent:-
a) Reply to Ian Thorpe suggesting meeting with him.
b) Letter to John Clarkson re CHE notepaper.

’ *

c) National Office re voting card for National Council and 
requestihg 200 tape/slide kit leaflets.

d) Letters sent to new members of CHE and those not seen 
regularly.

e) To Nottingham Evening Post - an application for CHE to be 
included in the new Citizen’s Guide.

f) Reply to Tutbury NHR accepting their invitation.
6. Mike Raymond read out a statement of CHE’s accounts since the 

AGM.
7.

business meeting.
Nottingham News and CHAD. It 
on advertising until the next

8. S.T.E.P. Scheme: it was agreed that Chris would write to 
invite the new leader of the City Council and the Chairman of 
Leisure Services Committee to meet the group.

**************************

Panic'. At least 10 lines left and nothing to fill them. Would 
you be interested in learning of the question that confronts the 
people of Barrow in Furness? They are being asked to think of 
a name for their new hospital. This suggests to me a ceremony 
where the Marchioness of Barrow in Furness smashes a specimen 
bottle against a bronze bedpan and exclaims " I name this hospital 
’Gladys’ and may God bless all who ail in her."

**************************



DEAR BOYS AND GIRLS

We expect this newsletter to be full of interesting and thought 
provoking articles, so we thought to draw some threads together from 
the events of the past few months.

We are having difficulties maintaining the identity of CHE at 
the CVS, where we are swamped by members of Friend and those CHE 
members who give their first loyalty to Friend over the operations 
of the Gay Switchboard. The reason behind our independent
advertising was to channel CHE enquiries to CHE, but as to our 
knowledge, no member of CHE who is not also involved with Friend is 
allowed to answer calls we felt that giving the address only would 
circumvent this problem. This advertising has not been successful, 
so we need advice now on how to continue with it in the future. 
Please write or phone, and if you phone Switchboard insist on 
speaking to either of us, but preferably, contact us at home.

Chris is making a valuable contribution to Gay Rights in the 
campaigning work he undertakes - but who exactly he is doing it 
for is vague to us: whether it is for CHE, Gay Switchboard, GAN 
or Gay Pride or even generally. We feel that a committment to 
CHE is a committment to CHE and should be first and foremost to 
CHE in any conflict of interests between gay groups of which an 
individual has membership.

Now, here you will ask - shouldn’t we all be working together 
co-openting, we’re all working for the same thing etc. Ideally 
this is so, and we do try to co-operateand work with other groups
We support Gay Switchboard financially, paying half the room hire 
charges AND donating all the proceeds of every monthly disco to 
it, as our share in its organisation. In return we are not even 
allowed independent CHE access to thephones. So much for working 
with and co-operation, and unfortunately the attitudes demonstrated 
here are inevitably the attitudes of most gay men to Lesbians.

It is also important to point out that while we are theoretic- 
-ally all working for the same thing, this is hot so in practice. 
FRIEND is not allowed to campaign on behalf of any particular group, 
but CHE members are committed to this - how do these people who 
belong to both rationalise their positions? We think we know, and 
we know that CHE suffers. Gay Switchboard is also intended to 
be non-partisan, but when we as CHE members are called to answer an 
enquiry both ourselves and the people we speak to are told not to 
waste time. How much telephone counselling goes on on behalf of
FRIEND we wonder? . ■

• • •

Despite our letter to John about the use of CHE notepaper 
after the AGM and requesting the convenor’s manual, he has not 
replied or handed anything over apart from the correspondence 
file. We feel now that we are being deliberately kept in ignorance. 
This is apparaent in the extent of decisions taken in what 
amounts to secrecy, which affect CHE without CHE being consulted. 
We hear after the event about contacts with Nottingham News, with 
the Odeon Cinema for a display during the showing of Nighthawks, 
about Radio Nottingham’s offer of time for a 15 minute documentary: 
the plans are all settled by the time these . matters are
reported to ourselves or to a CHE meeting and it seems obvious to 
us th£t even officers of CHE are putting the interests of other 
gay organisations first.
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DEAR BOYS AND GIRLS

They should ensure that CHE has a strong voice in all co-operative 
activities, but how can we co-operate under these conditions - no
one, it seems, will co-operate with us. Apparently, we are not

trusted to sell tickets for Gay Pride Week events’.
Without the vociferous and physically present support of

members, CHE is in danger of being taken over by other interests. 
. If you have any vestige of commitment to gay rights, not only

in terms of campaigning but of coming along to social and business 
meetings, then please do so. If not, then we and you must question 
the relevance of CHE to gay people in Nottingham. It is only by 
joining in our activities that we can become a powerful and dynamic 
group again; that our awareness of the necessity of campaigning can 
be extended. Remember - coming to a gay meeting is campaigning, 
talking there is campaigning, and active campaigning to MPs, 
leafletting, talking to Samaritans,Social Workers and other groups 
all bring us to a new sphere of increased confidence about
ourselves and our sexuality.

Finally, please do support us and the Gay Switchboard Lesbian 
Group in our joint talk shops, set up specifically in response to 
an AGM request from Richard Webtser (he didn’t come either).
Perhaps in discussion we can realise and start to counteract some 
of the problems we face, both together and between us as men and 
women - and then take our views out to the public.

We look forward to seeing you,
Love,

*

Ruth and Pat.

AN'ARTICLE

. ■ I could title this simply: Why I will not be feeling any 
pride in the coming Gay Pride Week. It could equally be called: 
What goes on behind the scenes at Nottingham Gay Switchboard. 
Finding out what is going on is indeed very difficult if you happen 
to be the CHE group Convenors or the Switchboard Lesbian Group. 
The problem could be summed up as rampant sexism - the very subtle 
undermining variety. It means being nice to the women, but 
ignoring them. This is by no means a localised phenomenon or 
anything new in any of the National Organisations. It’s effects are 
disastrous. Alison Hennegan, former CHE executive member and
Organizer of Friend says this in Gay News no. 169 page 22:-

"Over the years I find my belief hardening that those gay 
enterprises which fail to attract women fail because, deep down, 
they don’t wish to succeed.”

After years of my own experiences in working in the national 
organisations, I would fully endorse that remark. Whatever lesbians 
have contributed to Friend and CHE has been used to fight simply 
for the rights of gay men. It is as true today as it ever has 
been and the Nottingham Gay Switchboard is yet another sad example. 
There was a time in the national organisations that men could be 
open about their disinterest and dislike of lesbians, but nowadays 
it would be a risky business.






