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MILITARY DEALS WITH 
THE THIRD WORLD

Through a number of military contracts 
with three Third World countries, El 
Salvador, the Philippines and Malaysia, 
Britain is to supply them with armoured 
vehicles for internal security operations. 
The British government is selling surplus 
armoured personnel carriers to El 
Salvador in Latin America, GKN Sankey 
are expecting to sell up to 200 ATI 05 
internal security vehicles to the 
Philippines, and GKN have already
secured a contract to supply the 
Malaysian government with
approximately 50-55 AT105s, worth 
$4.5 million. The AT105 is, according to 

the publicity material put out by GKN, 
the first British vehicle designed 
specifically for internal security 
operations, and it was developed using 
‘the experience gained in Northern 
Ireland security operations’. 

‘A significant weapon in 
counter-insurgency’

The GKN Sankey’s ATI05 supersedes the 
AT104, a roughly similar four-wheeled 
armoured personnel carrier. The AT104, 
however, was designed for a ‘standard’ 
military role, and later adapted for its 
internal security use. Whereas the AT105 
has been specifically designed to deal 
with civil unrest. The AT105 itself has 
been in production for 2-3 years. It is 17 
feet long, nearly nine feet high, and 
made from 16mm armoured steel which 
gives protection from armour-piercing 
rifle bullets fired at point-blank range. A 
Commander, Driver and eight fully 
equipped soldiers or police can be carried 
at speeds up to 60mph; if the four 
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run-flat tyres are shot through, the 
vehicle can still travel up to 60 miles. The 
company offers as optional extras: a 
machine gun mounted on the turret, riot 
gas dischargers, searchlight, crowd control 
loudspeaker system, barricade remover 
and special mountings in the sides of the 
vehicle to enable troops to fire out 
without anyone being able to fire in.

Details of the sales of the AT104s and 
105s are hard to discover, as with all such 
equipment; the company will only say 
that none have been sold internally in 
Britain. However, it is known that the 
AT104 has been sold to the Dutch State 
Police, and to the armed forces of Brunei 
(where a battalion of the British Brigade 
of Gurkhas is on hire to the Sultan to 
help keep Brunei’s oilfields under his 
control).

GKN Sankey, the manufacturer, is a 
major sub-group of Britain’s largest 
engineering combine, Guest, Keen and 
Nettlefolds, a group employing 120,000 
people world-wide. 10,000 of these work 
for GKN Sankey, itself the largest 
independent truck and tractor cab 
manufacturer in Europe. The AT105s are 
made on an assembly line at their Hadley 
Castle Works in Telford, Shropshire. 
Other GKN Sankey military products 
include ammunition boxes, military 
trailers and tank transporters. Their 
largest contract in recent years was for 
manufacturing FV432 tracked armoured 
personnel carriers and FV434 armoured 
maintenance vehicles for the Army. The 
company has a complete Fighting Vehicle 
Design and Development Dept., of which 
the Ministry of Defence makes 
considerable use. In fact, GKN Sankey is 
so busy with British military orders that 
permanent residential facilities are 
provided at the factory for use by MoD 
inspectors.

It is a historical irony that GKN
derives from Chamberlain and 
Nettlefolds, owned by Joseph 
Chamberlain (Colonial Secretary 1895- 
1902), the arch-priest of late 19th 
century British imperialism.

Malaysia

The supplying of the AT105s to Malaysia 
is part of Britain’s ongoing military 
assistance to a former colony in order to 
ensure the continuance of a type and 
style of government in the area 
sympathetic to Britain’s economic 
interests — especially in rubber and tin, 
which have formed (with the Gulf and 
South Africa), the basis of the Sterling 
Area. Malaya was granted independence 
by Britain in 1957 after nine years of 
fighting a major counter-revolutionary 
operation. This operation was based on 
the Briggs Plan for joint 
civil-military-police coordination drawn 
up by Sir Robert Thompson (who later 
was head of the British ‘Advisory’ Mission 
in Saigon during the Nixon era). And 
Field-Marshal Sir Gerald Templer 
successfully put the Briggs Plan into 
operation (he later became chairperson of 
the British Metal Corporation, a major tin 
firm in Malaya). Malaysia was formed in 
1963 and consists of the Malaya mainland 
and Sabah and Sarawak on the islands 
hundreds of miles away, variously called 
Borneo (by the British) and Kalimantan 
(by the Indonesians who control the 
Southern part of the island).

Britain continues to train Malaysian 
military and police personnel in this 
country, and to supply arms and military 
equipment. In 1978 the British Foreign 
Office is proposing to give a £12,000 
grant to the Police Training Committee in 
Kuala Lumpur, the capital of Malaysia. 

El Salvador and the Philippines

The two other military equipment deals, 
to El Salvador and to the Philippines, 
have raised widespread opposition 
because of the repressive nature of those 
countries. The decision to sell three 
Ferret armoured cards and twelve Saladin 
armoured personnel carriers to El
Salvador was raised in the House of Lords 
on December 8th. Lord Chitnis asked the 
government whether the denial of human
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rights In that country had been 
considered before the go-ahead for the 
sale was given. Replying for the 
government, Lord Goronwy-Roberts said 
‘all relevant considerations were taken 
into account’. And he went on to 
comment that the government thought 
‘it would be wrong to condemn out of 
hand the new government under 
President Romero’, who had a ‘really 
difficult internal situation’ to deal with. 
(Lords Hansard, 8/12/77)

Substantial evidence, from church, 
radical and trade union groups, tells of 
the wide-spread denial of basic human 
rights. Moreover, the Latin American 
Bureau based in London says that 
vehicles of the kind it is proposed to sell 
to El Salvador are already being used by 
the Army against peasant groups, trade 
unions, the church and students . .. 
American military aid to El Salvador has 
been suspended since May 1977 because 
of human rights violations.

GKN Sankey are also proposing to sell 
40 AT105s to the Philippines government 
with the possibility that the eventual 
order may rise to 200. The repressive 
record of President Marcos’s dictatorship 
over the past five years is one of the 
worst in Asia. Martial law has been in 
force for the whole of this period and 
President Marcos rules by personal
decree. Arbitrary arrests, detention 
without trial and torture are widespread. 
Defence Secretary, Juan Ponce Enrile, 
publicly admitted earlier this year that 
some 60,000 people have been arrested 
by the military since the imposition of 
martial law in September 1972. A
spokesperson for GKN Sankey was
reluctant to discuss the deal, but did say 
that: ‘We were recently in the Philippines 
as a group discussing a series of deals 
covering GKN products’.

CLOSED CIRCUIT
__________ SPY CAMERAS

Police use of closed circuit television and 
video equipment for ‘crowd control’ has 
become more noticeable over the past 
year. A police crew openly filmed 
football supporters before the Manchester 
United v. St. Etienne football match in 
October. In the same month the 
anti-fascist counter-demonstration in 
Hyde in Manchester was covered by two 
police helicopters equipped with closed 
circuit colour television, as well as by 
ground level cameras. The use of closed 
circuit television by the police is not new, 
but it is only recently that they have 
publicly acknowledged the extent of the 
facilities available for crowd control, 
(often a euphemism for controlling 
political demonstrations).

There are two separate closed circuit 
television systems operating in London 
available to the police. First, there is the 
Central Integrated Traffic Control scheme 
(CITRAC) jointly run by the
Metropolitan and City Police Forces and 
the Greater London Council. CITRAC, 
which includes both closed circuit
television cameras and computerised
traffic signal installations, was started in
1968. When completed it will consist of 
145 cameras in the Greater London
area, 45 in Central London and 1,000 
traffic signal installations under computer 
control. The cameras will have the
capacity to survey more than 200 square 
miles, at least 14 hours a day, six days a 
week. The CITRAC scheme is controlled 
from Scotland Yard’s ‘Area Traffic
Control Room’, which was opened in 
April 1974.

Second, there is a network of cameras, 
specifically for crowd control, run by the 
Metropolitan Police alone. Less is known 
about this system. Some cameras have 
been in place since 1968, and there are 
now cameras overlooking Whitehall, 
Parliament Square, Trafalgar Square,

State Reasearch Bulletin No 3/December 1977 — January 1978/Page 41




