THE RUC: A SECTARIAN POLICE FORCE

SECRET TRACING SYSTEM — OPERATION RUGBY

MOUNTIES GET THE PUSH — TORY ‘UNION’ AT THE MOD

PUBLIC ORDER:
POLICE PREPARE

Riot equipment bought by police forces
during the July disturbances or in the
aftermath have already cost the taxpayer
several hundred thousand pounds. In
Lancashire, equipment costing over £56,000
was bought or orderediy the police as a
result of the riots in Liverpool and
Manchester. The force also spent £1,765 on

CS gas during the riots (Ggardian 11.9.81).
In Gwent, the chief constable was given the
go-ahead tespend over £41,000 on
equipmentwhile in Liverpool there was a
considerable row as a result of Chief
Constable Oxford’s purchase of equipment
worth £53,000 witheut pgior consultation
with the police authority.

Meanwhile, a new riot control weapon
has been developed by a private firm which
specialises in the manufacture of internal
security equipment. The weapon, the
Valkyrie Light Shield, has been developed
by Security Equipment Supplies. The gunis
a high powered, high frequency strobe light
which works by scrambling brain circuits.
The high frequency used is achieved by the
use of micro-circuitry previously developed
for lasers. The weapon can operate from its
own battery pack but can also be plugged
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into the cigarette lighter socket of a car and
could therefore easily be used from a police
patrol or army vehicle. Each Valkyrie
weapon costs £500 which, the company told
the Sunday Telegraph, ‘compares favourably
with rubber bullet equipment at £100 for the
gun and £11 per bullet’ (30.8.81).

The Valkyrie Light Shield appears to be a
development of the photic driver described
in the background paper ‘Riot Control: a
new direction?’ in Bulletin No 25. Its effects
are to induce giddiness, nausea and a
blinding headache, ‘similar to a severe
hangover’, lasting for about five minutes. A
snatch squad would therefore then be able
to move in and apprehend the person so
disoriented.

Little is known about the long term
effects of a weapon such as the Light Shield.
The Home Office said that a similar weapon
used in the United States was considered to
be the sort of weapon the British police
should not use unless the disorders
‘deteriorated considerably’ although the
chairman of the Police Federation, Jim
Jardine, said that the light shield was ‘the
sort of thing that, thoroughly tested by the
Home Office, could prove very useful in
difficult situations’ (Sunday Telegraph
30.8.81). Security Equipment Supplies have
circulated police forces with details of the
weapon and a promotional tour in the
Middle and Far East was being planned for
later this year.

Second hand police Landrovers and
water cannon are presently being over-
hauled in Belfast, painted in the
Metropolitan Police blue colour, instead of
the RUC battleship grey, and shipped
across to Britain (Sunday World 16.8.81).
Armoured landrovers, mounted with twin
clusters CS gas grenade launchers, ‘used
when the vehicle is driven at high speeds
when used to break up crowds’ have been
photographed in Belfast en route to Britain
with the Northern Ireland registration
numbers removed (op. cit).

At the Police Staff College, Bramshill, a
‘simulated operations room’ for training in
public order situations has been set up as
part of a plan to make courses ‘less

philosphical and more practical’ (Sunday
Telegraph 24.8.81). The room will not only
be used to provide training for police
officers in handling operations including
large demonstrations but will also be
available for police forces to use to rehearse
contigency plans.

The Home Secretary, William Whitelaw,
told the Police Superintendents’
Association Annual Conference that police
forces up and down the country were
acquiring 12,000 new riot helmets as a result
of the riots and that chief constables had
told him that better protection allowed for
more ‘positive’ policing. He also told the
conference that CS gas, water cannon and
plastic bullets were vital to the police as a
last resort in the light of recent experiences.
The police, he said, had to adhere to the
principle of ‘minimum force’ but, he said,
‘Which minimum force? Using CS gas or
having people running round beating
people over the head with truncheons?’
(The Times 23.9.81).

The Home Office confirmed that
guidelines have been issued by the Home
Secretary to police forces on the
circumstances in which CS gas can be used
and plastic bullets fired.

POLICE AUTHORITIES:
NEW STRUGGLES

In the aftermath of the summer’s riots at
least a few police authority members have
tried to assert their authority over their chief
constables. In Merseyside, the scene of a
long-running battle between Chief
Constable Kenneth Oxford and the police
authority, the chief constable was formally
censured by the authority for spending
£53,000 on riot equipment, ten times the
amount he is normally permitted to spend
without previous consultation. Bya 10to 9
vote the police authority voted to express its
concern ‘at the lack of adherence to
standing orders’ and resolved that no
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