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State Research is an independent group
of investigators collecting and publishing
information from public sources on
developments in state policy, particularly
in the fields of law, policing, internal
security, espionage and the military. It
also examines the link between these
fields and business, the Right and para-
military organisations.

Among the contributors to this issue of
State Research Bulletin were Tony
Bunyan, Martin Kettle, Brenda Kirsch,
Shelley Charlesworth, Paul Gordon,
Chris Farley, Steve Peak, Joe Sim, Ed
Maloney, Phil Kelly, Sarah Spencer,
Adrian Yeeles, Francesca Klug.

*NEWS & DEVELOPMENTS-

Picketing and
conspiracy

The recent case of the Inland Revenue
Staff Federation official convicted under
the Conspiracy and Protection of Property
Act 1875 is not only the first case for 60
years but could mark a revival in the use
of this obscure law.

Ted Elsey, assistant secretary of the
IRSF, was convicted and admonished at
Edinburgh Sheriff Court in December of
having ‘wrongfully and without legal
authority’ followed two senior Inland
Revenue officials who had crossed picket
lines and continued working during the
strike at the Inland Revenue computer
centre at Cumbernauld, near Glasgow.
The charge was brought under section 7
of the Conspiracy and Protection of Prop-
erty Act 1875, which prohibits following
someone from place to place with a view

to compelling them to do something they
do not have to, or to abstain from doing
something they are entitled to. Elsey had
followed the two officials on the motorway
to Edinburgh as they transported tax
cheques.

His defence was that he had no inten-
tion of compelling the strikebreakers to
do anything. He wanted to know where
the papers were going so that he could
persuade the workers receiving them not
to process them, something he has a legal
right to do under existing law.

The court rejected this. It said that the
way in which the people had been followed
was a civil wrong in Scots law and that
Elsey’s intention had been to compel them
to abstain from collecting the papers. The
case is now being appealed.

The case is the first for 60 years under
the Act. (The Shrewsbury pickets were
charged with 1875 Act offences in 1973
but these were dropped and more serious
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