Among the contributors to this issue of State
Research Bulletin were Sarah Spencer, Phil
Kelly, Joe Sim, Steve Peak, Chris Farley, Paul
Gordon, Shelley Charlesworth, Brenda Kirsch,
Steve Bassam, Penny Smith, Phil Scraton,
Nick Anning, Chris Pounder, Tony Bunyan,
TAGS (Scotland). Our apologies to Pete
Kennard for omitting to credit him for the
photomontage on the cover of bulletin 28.

News and developments

Bramall backs cheaper weapons systems

Police Committees and public access

British troops in Sinai will aid Rapid
Deployment Force

Crisis in the prisons

State Research is an independent group of
investigators collecting and publishing infor-
mation from public sources on developments

Talysarn incident

Further calls to ban plastic bullets

Background paper 107
Computers and the British police
Reviews and sources 122

Bramall backs cheaper
weapons systems

“The police will never have to turn in vain
to us for help’ said General Sir Edwin
Bramall, head of the Army, in a major
and controversial speech in February,
1980. Now Bramall is set to become Chief
of the Defence Staff, in overall command
of Britain’s three armed services, but still
in an atmosphere of controversy.

Bramall’s speech in 1980 was called
“The Place of the British Army in Public
Order’ (see RSA Journal, July 1980, pp
480-492). He said he had chosen this
subject ‘not to sensationalise or alarm but
indeed the reverse, to measure and put
into perspective.’

He went on to say that it would be ‘totally
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inappropriate to use them (the armed
forces) in a main public order role, unless
disorder was occurring on such a scale
that the police could not cope and our
whole Parliamentary system was threat-
ened . .. and the Armed Forces’ only func-
tion in this context is a peripheral one for
which their training and equipment may
be better suited . . . We seek no other role.’

But this does not mean that the military
has no part to play in public order. On the
contrary Bramall identifies several roles
for them. First there is that of specialist
back-up to the police with services such as
helicopters, bomb disposal, night vision,
etc, which ‘help the police get on with the
job.” At the other end of this spectrum,
with incidents such as armed terrorist
attacks, the police might need ‘special skill
and equipment over and above those
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