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-NEWS & DEVELOPMENTS-

Changes in positive vetting

Important changes in positive vetting are being
implemented following a review by the Security
Commission. The review, the first since the
Radcliffe Report in 1962, followed a series of
allegations by the journalist, Chapman Pincher,
in his book, Their Trade is Treachery.

In March 1981, the Security Commission
was asked to examine security procedures and
practices in the public service and to consider
possible changes. The review was carried out
by three Commission members, chaired by Lord
Diplock. His colleagues were Lord Bridge, a
law lord, and Lord Allen, permanent secretary
at the Home Offiice from 1966-72. Unlike the
Radcliffe report, the Diplock inquiry has not
been published. However, following a commit-
ment given in parliament on 19 May 1982, the
Prime Minister published a detailed govern-
ment statement on the Commission’s recom-
mendations (Cmnd 8540, HMSO, £1.90).

The report marks a significant shift in
official thinking about the kind of threat the
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security services should be dealing with. The
external threat from the Soviet bloc still exists,
say the commission, but ‘the internal threat
has altered considerably since Radcliffe. It has
become more varied and viewed as a whole has
grown more serious.’

This has happened, the commission believes,
because the Communist Party has lost mem-
bership. This has been accompanied by ‘the
proliferation of new subversive groups of the
extreme Left and extreme Right (mainly the
former) whose aim is to overthrow democratic
parliamentary government in this country by
violent or other unconstitutional means, not
shrinking in the case of the most extreme
groups from terrorism to achieve their aims.’

The threat posed by these groups is not
connected with any external power. “They
might as well seek to make public information
injurious to the interests of this country, not at
the behest or for the benefit of any foreign
power, but simply to harm this country itself,
whether by causing a rift between it and its
allies or otherwise, and by these means to








