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Welcome to the August 2000 Bulletin. There are three issues I particularly want to draw 
your attention to this issue:

The US National Missile Defence debate continues. Its most recent test was a failure, 
but President Clinton is still likely to give the go-ahead for political reasons. Meanwhile, 
our government is saying little about it. For the latest news and campaign reports on 
NMD see page 6-7.

In Scotland, in October, the High Court of Justiciary in Edinburgh will make rulings on 
issues surrounding non-violent action against Trident. Whether they ignore or reinforce 
the ICJ advisory opinion, they could have global implications. See page 14 for more 
information.

Did you know that this year is the UN International Year for a Culture of Peace? If you 
want to know more about it see page 12-13.

Mark Ramsey- Editor

Editorial

The arms trade is today's 
equivalent of the slave trade, and 
so long as we have blood on our 

hands, we will never have the 
peace we crave.

Right Reverend Dr. Wilfred Wood, 
Bishop of Croydon
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Nottingham CND Update
of the Russian nuclear submarine withFirst of all thanks to Jeremy for 

sending an interim newsletter to all mem­
bers to publicise the Hiroshima Event on 
August 6th in the Arboretum. It did receive 
a good response with approximately 27 
members and friends attending plus the 
Clarion Choir. Jos Wood did a good job by 
stepping in at the last minute to do the 
master of ceremonies, and the event went 
well. There has been a suggestion that the 
current venue is less than ideal due to the 
way the ground slopes where we hold the 
event and that another venue, perhaps the 
memorial gardens at Victoria Embank­
ment, might be better. Any feedback on 
this would be helpful.

The forthcoming event is the annual 
Green Festival at the Embankment on 
September 3rd. This year we have decided 
to run our usual stall plus a tombola and 
book stall. Any goods which you feel are 
suitable will be gratefully received. Please 
can you either bring them to the festival - 
we will be setting up at 9 45am - or ring 
me on 9812034 to arrange to bring them to 
my place.

Since the last bulletin we have seen 
yet again the urgency of getting rid of 
nuclear weapons with the recent disaster 

118 people on board. It shows that they 
are not 100% safe and disasters like that 
do happen - there still may be contami­
nation, or worse, caused by the nuclear 
reactors on board. As members of Not­
tingham CND we are in the prime posi­
tion to get the message across that nuclear 
accidents can happen. Our main way at 
the moment is by using the stall, but if 
anyone can send letters to the local press 
please do. If you would like CND nation­
ally to make more of this issue, please let 
us know as Maureen Maitland and I will 
be your representatives at CND National 
Conference on September 16 & 17th.

We have no permanent storage place 
for our stall at the moment as, sadly, 
Shamanic Organic has closed down. If 
you have any suggestions for somewhere 
near the centre of Nottingham to store the 
stall please let me know. We have per­
mission to run the stall on the following 
dates:

16th September 21st October
4th November (white poppies)
2nd December

If you can help please let me know.
Diane Lunzer - Secretary

Nottingham Green Festival
Sunday 3 September 2000 

Victoria Embankment

Please support this event and help with the CND stall
People are most needed to help run the stall from 10.30am to 4pm
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Trekking Trident in Nottingham
The weather turned up trumps for the 

visit to Nottingham of National CND’s 
“Trekking Trident” Road Show on Sunday 
4 June. A huge inflatable mock-up of a 
Trident missile leaned over a small white 
van in Nottingham’s Market Square. In 
charge of this impressive but harmless 
monster was Tom Cuthbert of National 
CND. In its shadow members of our group 
set up our stall with leaflets, petition 
forms, stickers, badges and an excellent 
exhibition. Some half dozen Nottingham 
members together with two friends from 
Greenpeace ran the stall all day. Being a 
Sunday the crowds in the square were 
thinner than a weekday, but on the posi­

tive side people didn’t seem to be in quite 
such a hurry, stopping to talk and ask 
questions.

Several times people accepted leaf­
lets and walked away reading them, then 
actually turned back to sign the petitions. 
By the day’s end we had a number of full 
sheets of signatures, had distributed packs 
of leaflets and sold badges and jewellery 
as well, so all in all we felt it a very 
worthwhile day. Tom Cuthbert has taken 
the roadshow to several Midlands towns 
and he was impressed with Nottingham’s 
achievements on this day.

Marguerite Oldham

Blocking Trident in its Lair
Sixty-nine people were arrested dur­

ing a blockade of the Faslane Trident on 
the morning of August 1st. The demon­
stration was held at the end of a 400 mile 
peace walk from Aldermaston. A group of 
Buddhists led the walk and approached a 
line of police guarding the main gate to 
the nuclear base. They bowed, chanted 
and beat drums only feet from the police­
men and women. Then before they had 
finished their ceremony several were ar­
rested. Many others who had come from 
across Scotland and around the world 
joined them and sat down in the roadway. 

The main gate was closed for 2 hours. 
Meanwhile a group from Faslane Peace 
Camp erected a tripod to block the alter­
native entrance to the base. Two campers 
hung from the scaffolding poles through­
out the morning.

The protest was jointly organised by 
Scottish CND and Trident Ploughshares.

John Ainslie, Administrator of Scot­
tish CND said: “This morning’s protest 
shows that ordinary people can take ef­
fective action, even against Britain’s num­
ber one nuclear base and despite a huge 
police operation. The event was inspiring 
for those who were present and the Bud­
dhists set a fine example to everyone.”

A Trident Ploughshares spokesper­
son said: “Again we have been encour­
aged to see so many people willing to 
confront this crime against humanity in 
such a peaceful but determined way. We 
feel that there is a significant shift away 
from complacency about Trident. There is 
more unease about it in official circles and 
more ordinary people are realising that 
they can do something about it. We are 
looking forward to continuing the good 
work over the next 14 days.”
Taken from the Scottish CND website 
http://ds.dial.pipex.com/cndscot

http://ds.dial.pipex.com/cndscot



