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Editorial Nottingham CND Bulletin - October 2001

: The terrorist attacks of September 11th have changed the Western world, but we don’t
■ yet know how. It may encourage the US. recently so dismissive of global treaties and
■ agreements, to seek a new active role in the world, sign up to the International Criminal 
' Court, and examine seriously its apparent prioritising of business rights over human

rights in its foreign policy. Or it may make the US retreat further into isolation and build 
missile defense with a new vigour, despite the fact that a missile defense system would 
have been totally irrelevant to the attacks.

■ CND has taken an active role in the anti-war movement which has sprung to life in the 
last few weeks. We unreservedly condemn the terrorist attacks on the World Trade 
Centre in New York and the Pentagon in Washington: they are inexcusable, and the 
perpetrators should be brought to justice. Contrary to what many politicians claim, they 
were not attacks on ‘democracy’ or ‘freedom’, but on symbols of American economic 
and military power. We are convinced that military retaliation would be counter­
productive and only serve to inflame a cycle of violence and counter violence which 
increases the risk to us all. As Britain and other countries have experienced in their 
own situations, terrorist violence will not be defeated by military might, but by tackling 
the root causes whichlead people to support or engage in terrorism. In the current 
situation, these root causes would appear to include US blanket support of Israel, and 
western support for pro-west, pro-business governments no matter corrupt they are 
and how they treat their own people.

It is certainly ironic that the US government now calls for international co-operation 
with the same fervour it so recently used to dismiss it. While one benefit appears to 
have been the prevention of immediate military revenge, some kind of military attack 
still seems probable. And with the usual ‘end justifies means’ logic, sanctions against 
India and Pakistan (for developing nuclear weapons), and against Pakistan (for the 
military deposing a civilian government), have been dropped. We can only hope that 
such actions don’t backfire on us in the same way that American encouragement and 
backing of Islamic militants in Afghanistan to help ‘defeat’ communism in the eighties 
appears to have done now.

Mark Ramsey- Editor

Write to your MP to stop military retaliation - see page 8

Nottingham CND Bulletin #2001/3
The Bulletin is produced quarterly by Nottingham CND, using Serif PagePlus 6.0. Any articles or 
opinions expressed within are not necessarily the policy of Nottingham CND.
The next issue of the Bulletin is due in lanuaiy 2002. Articles (preferably on PC computer disk) or 
other material to be considered for inclusion should be sent to Nottingham CND at the address 
below or e-mailed to bulletin@nottinghamcnd.org.uk by December 1st.
Nottingham CND, Nottm Voluntary Action Centre, Sandfield House, 7 Mansfield Road, Nottingham 
NG1 3FB. Tel: 0115 9348459. enquiries@nottinghamcnd.org.uk www.nottinghamcnd.org.uk

2 ---------------- ----------------------

mailto:bulletin%40nottinghamcnd.org.uk
mailto:enquiries%40nottinghamcnd.org.uk
http://www.nottinghamcnd.org.uk


f

Nottingham CND Bulletin - October 2001 Nottingham CND News

Peace must prevail
I write this around the most dramatic 

period in recent history. September 11th 
saw the death of more than 6000 people. 
The peace movement including CND, 
whilst being appalled by such a dreadful 
event, is 100% against military retaliation 
which would further exacerbate the 
situation. We must bring the people re­
sponsible to justice although this may take 
a long time.

Here in Nottingham we have already 
had a peace vigil in the Market Square 
together with other like minded organisa­
tions and individuals. This was very well 
attended with over 250 people present. 
There will be a vigil every Saturday after­
noon between 2pm and 4pm and you are 
asked to join in whenever possible. In the 
event of a military strike we will be hold­
ing a silent vigil outside the Council House 
from 5pm onwards. Please bring a jam jar 
and a candle with you and pass the mes­
sage on to anyone you know.

National demo in London 13 th October - 
Justice not Vengeance - no Star Wars 
Please tiy to come. We have booked a 
coach and the cost is £8 full price and £6 
concession. We are encouraging as many 
people as possible to come down but no 
political posters will be peirnitted in the 
bus windows as we do not want to alien­
ate or antagonise anyone who wants to 
go. Priority is being given to CND mem­
bers so please make contact as soon as 
possible.
White Poppy Sales
Let’s not forget amongst all the other 
events that November 11th is fast ap­
proaching. White poppy sales will take 
place on 27th October and 3rd November 
in Nottingham

The Green Festival went very well 
thanks to all your help. We raised £96. 
Finally, Ian Cohen and I went to National 
CND conference this year. Carol Naugh­
ton was elected as the new National Chair. 

Diane Lunzer - Secretary

Our sympathies go to John Peck and family on the recent death of Margret 
who bos been a staunch supporter’ of CND for many years.

The Military Threat to Space - will Europe join in?
Saturday 3rd November. A Leicester City Council Peace Action Group seminar day at 

New Walk Centre, Leicester. 10.30am-3.0pm.

Speakers: Dr David Webb (Leeds Metropolitan Univ.), Regina Hagen (Co-ord., 
international Network of Engineers & Scientists Against Proliferation)

Apply LPAG Seminar Coordinator, 32 Westminster Rd, Leicester LE2 2EG 0116 270 5604. 
Full fee £7.50, cones. £5. Light lunch included. Cheques payable to Leicester City Council.

Please enrol by Wed 31 Oct
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