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The terrorist attacks of September 11th have changed the Western world, but we don’t
yet know how. It may encourage the US, recently so dismissive of global treaties and
agreements, to seek a new active role in the world, sign up to the International Criminal

~ Court, and examine seriously its apparent prioritising of business rights over human

rights in its foreign policy. Or it may make the US retreat further into isolation and build
missile defense with a new vigour, despite the fact that a missile defense system would
have been totally irrelevant to the attacks.

CND has taken an active rolé in the anti-war movement which has sprung to life in the
last few weeks. We unreservedly condemn the terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Centre in New York and the Pentagon in Washington: they are inexcusable, and the
perpetrators should be brought to justice. Contrary to what many politicians claim, they
were not attacks on ‘democracy’ or ‘freedom’, but on symbols of American economic
and military power. We are convinced that military retaliation would be counter-
productive and only serve to inflame a cycle of violence and counter violence which
increases the risk to us all. As Britain and other countries have experienced in their
own situations, terrorist violence will not be defeated by military might, but by tackling
the root causes whichlead people to support or engage in terrorism. In the current
situation, these root causes would appear to include US blanket support of Israel, and
western support for pro-west, pro-business governments no matter corrupt they are
and how they treat their own people.

It is certainly ironic that the US government now calls for international co-operation
with the same fervour it so recently used to dismiss it. While one benefit appears to
have been the prevention of immediate military revenge, some kind of military attack
still seems probable. And with the usual ‘end justifies means’ logic, sanctions against
India and Pakistan (for developing nuclear weapons), and against Pakistan (for the
military deposing a civilian government), have been dropped. We can only hope that
such actions don’t backfire on us in the same way that American encouragement and
backing of Islamic militants in Afghanistan to help ‘defeat’ communism in the eighties
appears to have done now.

Mark Ramsey — Editor

Write to your MP to stop military retaliation — see page 8
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The next issue of the Bulletin is due in January 2002. Articles (preferably on PC computer disk) or
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