On April 17, Easter Monday, the Non-Prohferatlon Treaty
Conference wili begin in New York. i is there that the
world’s choice - nuclear-free or nuclear free-for-all is to be

discussed.



VSR G N T o e

NPT Issues

The nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty review and renewal conference will take place at the UN in
New York April 17 to May 12 (renewal decision may be deferred or conference extended).

Background

e There arenow 170 signatories to the NPT, which was set
up 25 years ago and is due for renewal this year.

e Israel, India and Pakistan have not signed the NPT and
are believed to have a nuclear weapons capability.

o There is a growing number of non-aligned states
favouring a limited extension of the NPT, conditional
~on disarmament progress.

¢ Unconditional and indefinite extension is the stated
. preference of four out of five declared nuclear weapon

~ states. 85-90 votes would be needed for this decision to

~ be carried by a simple majority.

e At the NPT renewal conference progress on the terms of
the Treaty will be reviewed for three weeks, followed
by a decision on extension. The Chair has expressed a

- desire foradecision tobeachieved by consensus rather

than by voting.
Survey of different states’ posibions

CHINA: smooth extension

Ecuapbor: extension by consecutive periods

Ecyrr: probably fixed period(s) — conditions
include Israel joining NPT, Comprehensive
Test Ban (CTB) |

InDoNEsIA:  conditions attached to any extension

Niceria:  inappropriate for NPT to enjoy a perpetuity

Ucanpa:  extensions should be explicitly linked to

progress in nuclear disarmament

VenezueLa: 25-year rolling extension (renew the Treaty
exacl;ly as it is)

UK, US, Russia, Franck, Nato, EU:
all lobbying hard for unconditional and indefinite extension.

Bones o,f contention
B Fulfilment of Article Vi

This is the main bone of contention between nuclear and
non-nuclear states. (See UK and the NPT for summary of
UK situation — Trident directly contravenes the
disarmament clause). Some nuclear weaponstates see the
NPT as a mandate for retaining nuclear weapons. This
‘nuclear apartheid’ is regarded as intolerable by non-
nuclear states; which point out that Article VI commits
the nuclear ‘weapon states to complete nuclear
disarmament.

B Comprehensive Test Ban

Featured in the NPT preamble, lack of progress on CTB
negotiations at the UN Conference on Disarmament is
raising concern. (See UK and the NPT.)

B Security Assurances
Existing assurances not considered reassuring enough! ‘
(See Security Assurances.)

M Fissile cut-off

Would cover Highly Enriched Uranium (HEU) and
Plutonium. Considered very importantin terms of limiting
the amount of weapons-usable material in circulation.
Conflictover whether discussions should include existing
stockpiles and whether both civil and military fissile materials
should be included in a cut-off. (See UK and the NPT.)

W Article IV .
The article guarantees all Parties the benefits of “peaceful’

nuclear technology. Some states areattempting touse this
for leverage.

Additional structures (eg. Zanger Committee) dealing
with export control have been set up to complement the
NPT, indicating that the Treaty's control of technology

transfer is not adequate.

Issues to consider

e The future of the non-proliferation regime is under
discussion. Why has there been no debate in the UK ‘

Parliament?

e Why is the Government going ahead with Trident when
the system is in direct contravention of Article VI?

e What form of NPT extension would be most likely to
guarantee implementation of the terms of the Treaty?

(deliver a nuclear test ban, real nuclear disarmament etc.)

e Does ArticleIV guarantee potential proliferators access
to the technology they most desire?
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