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Have you had enough of politicians posturing in the run up to the general election? Do you
think voting is going to make any real difference to the economic and social crisis that’s
hitting us? Can anything be done to defend our interests as working class people and fight for
a better life for us all?

Regardless of whether Labour or the Conservatives win
power at the next election or we end up with a hung
parliament and the Liberal Democrats calling the shots,
they will all have the same agenda. That will be the
imposition of swingeing public expenditure cuts in a
desperate bid to preserve the UK’s triple A credit rating,
thus saving sterling from the attentions of the currency
speculators and ultimately, fending off a visit from the
International Monetary Fund.

The only 1ssue up for debate 1s when the cuts that are
already underway will be escalated. The stark reality is
that external events will dictate when this happens and
whoever forms the government will have little choice but
to comply. All the contestants privately acknowledge that,
should they gain power, they are likely to go down as one
of the most unpopular administrations in history as they
will have no choice but to swing the axe. The vast majority
of the public realise this is the case, hence their response
ranging from a distinct lack of enthusiasm to outright
cynicism about the election campaign.

Whatever the political permutations after the election, it
will be ordinary working class people bearing the brunt as

services are cut and jobs are axed. In addition, there 1s the
elephant in the sitting room in the form of another banking
crisis that a growing number of experts are predicting -
should this occur, then effectively, all bets are off!

What can we as ordinary working class people do in the
face of what looks to be a bleak future? There 1s a stark
choice - we struggle as individuals to deal with the
consequences of the crisis or act collectively to defend our
interests and our communities. Modern society 1is
becoming ever more fragmented and atomised with an”
emphasis on consumption as opposed to community. As a
result, the response to any crisis becomes more
individualised - and that’s how the powers that be like it!

This opens the way for divide and rule as different sections
of the community are played off against each other. There
are those who will divide us from the likes of the British
National Party and the English Defence League on the one
hand through to religious fundamentalists such as Islam 4
UK, Hizib ut-Tahrir and the Christian Party on the other -
they need to be faced off and told they have no place in our
communities.








