TOWARDS A

The Miners strike has: now been going on for over six months and although victory has
not yet been achieved many positive developments have already taken place. Despite the
states efforts to smash the miners through the starvation tactics employed by the DHSS,
the victimisation bty the Courts, the lies of the media and the unprecedented use of force

by the police, the fight to defend the mining communities has not weakened but grown
stronger! | |

PITTED AGAINST THE STATE

The violence seen at the Hemheath and Markham Main collieries, and only yesterday at
Maltby demonstrates that the miners: are not prepared to fight on their Knees but are fight-
ing to win. The role that women have been playing in this dispute through support groups:
and through the communities (as: activists organising public meetings, fundraising, march-
ing on demonstrations to publicise their cause in the scab coalfields and turning out on
picket lines) is. a positive indication of growing strength and unity. At the same time,
the success. of the hit squads in their attack on the NCB and its allies demonstrates the
power of working class initiative and self-organisation. Despite these developments, the
press: is still trying to convinde us that there is a return to work, and that the strike is;
beginning to crumble due to lack of support. THIS IS A LIE! Even the Financial Times
acknowledges that since the beginning of the strike, the 'drift' back to work has been lesss

than 1% ! The claims of the media and the government to the contrary are purely to sow
confusion and despzair,

POWER_IN THE DARKNESS...?!

Well on the road to winter the impact of the strike can now only increase, While the
government claims that there will be no power cutsi for a long time if at all, & recent
report states that with cozl stocks down to & less tham & quarter of what they were this
time last year the first power cuts could begin as early as October... @ssuming some
solidarity from the power workers or the complete stoppage of coal production. With
NACODS (the union that carries: out safety and maintenance work at the pits) having a strike
ballot next week this could soon become a reality, since all pits would have to ceasse
production., Even if they don't strike there are reasons to doubt the governmenis coal stocks
estimates...the removal of slurry from the Chatterly Whitfield Mining Museum is hardly the
act of a confident NCB! With unrest again errupting into violence in the inner cities
(mini riots in St Pauls and Brixton which weren't covered in the media) The state has a
vested interest in playing down the possibility of the streets being plunged into darkness
just when the shops are filling up with chrismas goodies! Linking with the 4million un-emp-
loyed who have already experienced some of the hardships now hitting the miners: is an
important step forwards, Some unemplyed workers have already taken action in support of the
miners,occuping the SWER offices in Bristol, and in Glasgow,the offices; of the govt., appoin-
ted sequesters of S.Wales; NUM funds. Like those unemployed, the miners: are no strangerss to
hardship. Hardened to 1life below the bread line it is unlikely that a return to work will s
come about due to material deprivation, but the essential question still remains, how can -
the strike be won?

NO COMPENSATION WITHOUT AN ESCALATION!..?

| Unlesss the strike spreads it cannot be won. It may come to an end, but that end would
jusit be another compromise with the government and the NCB, There is: now more at stake
than just The closure of the pits originally threatened, Coal board rhetoric suggests that
the NCB would like to use this: strike as: an excuse for closing more pits due to their
degeneration during the strike, Thousands have> been arrested at picket lines and even in
their homes! Many of these miners have recieved heavy fines (some around £200 for obstruct-
ion offencess which are normally under £20) while others: have been sacked or/and face
prison sentences, Can these people be abandoned. (The NUM have disowned miners: arrested for
"unofficial" actions) after they have given so much for the strike? And what of the
thousands injured by police brutality on the picket lines? Can a settlement that does not
include the dropping of all charges:; payment of compensation for irjury and lost wages be
considered a victory? NO! The longer the strike goes on, the more the situation requires:

an escalation in the demands that have to be met, and if they are to be met in full, the
SITPPORT OF OTHRR WORKERS, TS VITAI,. :









