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11 women from the ESOL women's class and their 
children attended an organised tour of Nottingham 
Central Library in June. For many of the women 
this was their first experience of visiting a library. A 
full tour was given which showed the wide range of 
books and services offered by the library, including 
many materials for learning English, numerous 
dictionaries, a wide range of books in various 
languages, access to computers and the children’s 
section with many dual language books. 

The library also runs conversational English 
classes on Thursdays from 3.30-5.30pm and has a 
range of children’s activities on throughout the 
year. The women were all given City Cards and
were encouraged to make use of both the Central
Library and Local Libraries.
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THE 1st TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH

Every Month

Talk Talk English 
Conversation Group 

Every Thursday 
from 6.30pm Starts 

20th August
............... . ..............— ....... ............ . ...............................

August

September

Eritrean New 
Year Celebration
11th September
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Study for a Post Grad Diploma in Career 
Guidance at Nottingham Trent University

• Curriculum content: guidance interviewing and group work; equal
opportunities; information management; networking; designing and 
delivering careers education and careers guidance theory. A portfolio is also 
completed.

• 12 weeks of work based learning
• 100% of 2008's graduates gained employment in a careers related area
• Course runs on a full time or part time basis.

Course Funding: Information, Advice and Guidance Diversity Grants are available for candidates who 
meet criteria designed to increase the diversity of the workforce in careers guidance. Sponsorship 
comprises a £4000 living allowance and fee payment for full time students or fee payment for part 
time students

If you are interested in applying, contact Helen Reed, the programme leader Helen.reed@ntu.ac.uk

One Stop Shop Advice Project
The One Stop Shop (OSS) Advice Project at Refuge Forum is led by Fiona Broome. The project 
sees around 20 - 30 refugees and asylum seekers each week, mostly by appointment and 
provides advice on health, housing and education issues. A number of specially trained 
volunteers provide OSS advice on Thursday mornings and a drop in advice session for women 
only is available on Friday mornings.

While some advice is given on a one-off basis, Fiona also has more complex, ongoing cases 
and some clients come to the project for advice on a number of different issues.

The project works with different statutory and voluntary agencies in Nottingham enabling people 
to access a range of services. The work covers a wide range of issues and includes:

• Securing accommodation for homeless people
• Finding schools and nurseries for children
• Helping people attend ESOL classes
• Assisting people to register with a GP
• Enabling people to access urgent healthcare
• Referring people to social care for further support

Fiona also builds links with other agencies and attends groups in relation to health, housing and 
education focusing on the needs of refugees and asylum seekers.

Fiona offers outreach advice sessions around the city. Currently she goes to a homeless hostel 
in St Anns once a month and is planning an advice session at a GP practice in Sneinton.

The project is funded by Nottingham City Council and has been running since 2003.

Migrant amnesty would boost economy
An estimated 618,000 people have entered Britain unofficially and are living here without papers 
(i.e. “illegally”). Recent research by the London School of Economics concluded that an amnesty 
that regularised these migrants would add £3bn a year to gross domestic product and generate 
annual tax revenues of almost £850m.

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/b4b1fcd0-59ce-11de-b687-00144feabdc0.html?nclick_check=1
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Healthcare and failed asylum seekers
Following a ruling in March, access to healthcare for failed asylum seekers in 
England was restricted. Ministers have now said that they will extend free healthcare 
to those failed asylum seekers who cannot leave the country "through no fault of
their own” or if they have children but most failed asylum seekers will still be charged for 
secondary healthcare.

In Wales, a recent ruling means that all failed asylum seekers living in Wales will have full access 
to free NHS care while in Scotland, there is no firm legislation on the issue. However the Scottish 
government says that for all practical purposes, if a failed asylum seeker was living there when 
they applied to stay, they should continue to receive free health care until they are finally 
deported.

Social housing does not favour migrants
Despite the view commonly promoted by the right wing media, the Equality and
Human Rights Commission has found that there is no evidence that new
arrivals to the UK are able to jump council housing queues. Once migrants are
entitled to help from public funds, the same proportion live in social housing as
UK-bom residents.
The main issue is that social housing supply does not meet the demands of the population so 
that everyone who wants social housing has a long wait.
While 11% of new arrivals do get help with housing, these are almost all asylum seekers who are 
generally housed in poorer, hard to let, no-choice accommodation. Even if they did want to 

• support themselves, current government policy means that they do not have that option as they 
cannot legally work.
On 29 June, the prime minister told MPs he wanted to allow councils in England to give additional 

» preference to locals, seen as a response to the British National Party, which has claimed 
immigrants are able to get more help with housing.
http://news.bbc.co.Uk/qo/pr/fr/-/1/hi/uk politics/8137408.stm

New amounts for Section 95 support
As of 11 July 2009, the rates of Section 95/NASS support will increase to the following:

Qualifying couple £69.57

Lone parent aged 18 or over £42.16

Single person aged 25 or over, excluding lone parent (where the decision to grant support is 
made prior to the 05/10/09 and the person has or will have reached age 25 prior to that date)

£42.16

Any other single person aged 18 or over, excluding lone parent £35.13

Person aged at least 16 but under 18 (except a member of a qualifying couple) £38.18

Person aged under 16 £50.81

Most amounts have increased by 5.2%, but support »|f you know of any destitute asyfumi
payable to lone parents over 18 and single people over 'seekers from Somalia, please refer them*
25 has stayed the same. 5.2% is comparable to Jto Refugee Action to apply for Section 4* 
increases in mainstream benefits enacted in April 2009. (support. ’
Section 4 support stays at £35 despite the effects of iAisosee: i

inflation and the increased cost of food. •<http://www.asacwoject.org/web/images/PDFs/news/' i
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