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This is a translation of the second section of Traite de savoir-
vivre a |I'usage des jeunes generations by Raoul Vaneigem.

No copyright is held on this translation and an yohe can do
anything they like with it.
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7 THE AGE OF HAPPINESS

The contemporary welfare state belatedly provides the guar-
antees of survival which were demanded by the disinherited
-members of the production society of former days (1). Rich-
ness of survival entails the pauperisation of life (2). Purchas-
ing power is a licence to purchase power, to become an ob-
ject in the order of thmgs The tendency is for both oppress-
or and oppressed to fall, albeit at different speeds, under one
and th8 same dictatorship: the dictatorship of consumer

goods (3).

The face of happiness vanished from art and literature
as it began to be reproduced along endless walls and hoard-

ings, offering to each particular passerby the universal image
in which he is invited to recognise himself.

Three cheers for Adam Smith and Jeremy Bentham: hap-
piness is not a myth! ‘The more we produce, the better we
shall live,” writes the humanist Fourastie, and another genius,
General Eisenhower, takes up the refrain: ‘to save the econ-
omy, we must buy, buy anything.” Production and consump-
tion are the dugs of modern society. Thus suckled, humanity
grows in strength and beauty: rising standard of living, all
mod. cons, a choice of entertainments, culture for all, the
comfort of your dreams. On the horizon of the Krushev re-
port, the rosy dawn of communism is breaking at last, a new
era heralded by two revolutionary decrees: the abolition of
taxes and free transport for all. Yes, the golden age is in

1








