THE SAVE McK INNON COMAPIGN.

McKinnon unit is situated in the Rozelle
Hospital. It is the only twenty four hour
drug and alcohol withdrawal centre in NSW.
The Wran government has ordered it closed
in the latest series of health cuts. Unlike
other hospital wards, which come and go
unlamented and unnoticed, the decision to
close McKinnon has created a wave of anger
that has translated itself into a peoples
campaign to fight for the right to have some-
where to go for treatment of drug and alcohol

dependence.

McKinnon is unique in Australia in its
staffing. All nurses working there are trained
in alcoholism and drug addition by people
who have themselves recovered from the
condition who are indeed the real experts in
that area. Itis also unique in that the staff
have no heirarchy. It is run as a collective
with decisions on poiicy, management and
functioning being reached by consensus,
either at staff meetings, or on the spot by
those on duty. Sedatives are used minimally
and staff use their own ability to hang in with
the suffering of the person in withdrawal to
help them through it, rather than dish out
pills. Because it is based on self help and
collectivity, McKinnon is regarded with
antagonism and fear by psychiatry and
religious agencies. Both those institutions
have traditionally exploited and oppressed
a person whose one problem is that they do
not know how to stop drinking or using
drugs.

Alcoholism rates as Australia’s third
Killer, behind heart disease and cancer. If
the figures for deaths from drug dependence.
alcoholic heart disease, and suicides attribu-
table to alcoholism could be located,. the
addictions would probably rate as Australia’s
first killer. The statistics which exist are a
horror show. One in ten drinkers is alcoholic.
41% of psychiatric admissions are diagnosed
alcoholic. 43% of general hospitals are occ-
upied by alcoholics with secondary physical
ilinesses due to their alcoholism. An alcohol
or drug dependent person has an 89% greater
chance of attempting suicide than a non
addict or non-alcoholic. The prisons are
clogged with alcoholics and drug addicts.

Yet McKinnon is to go. It services one.thou-
sand people yearly,-and most patients are
the unemployed, blacks, homosexuals and
women. These people will again be faced
with the despairing choice of an agency who
will exploit their suffering in order to induce
a religious conversion, or the revolving door
of psychiatry, with its judgemental attitudes
and destructive treatment methods.

EVERYTHING has been produced by women from the Sydney Anarchist-Feminist
group. This group has been meeting for about one year , it has provided an oppor-
tunity to discuss ideas and do things related to feminism and anarchism. The group
has been .. strong and committed at times but at the moment is “diluted in struggle”
If you're interested contact Jura Books and leave a message. We don’t know whether
we will ever put out another edition of EVERYTHING but would like to hear your

After seeing the embzyonic alcohol and
drug services set up by the Whitlam govern-
ment whittled away by the present One,
people have decided to make a stand. The
stand is over McKinnon. It is all that is left
in an area where death and dying is common-

place, and the decision to live is one of today’s
real miracles. Those who decided to live because

they went to McKinnon are now fighting the
Wran government. They and their friends
damand appropriate treatment, for a serious
and often relapsing illness. They don’t want
the soup kitchen and bible bashing days back;
neither do they want to end up in the hands
of a psychiatrist who knows nothing about
their illness and cares even less.

This campaign has only just began. It is
netting together such groups as feminists,
anarchists. blacks and others who are being
poliucised by recognizing their oppression as
alcoholic and drug dependant people. They
regard McKinnon as belonging to the people.
and alcoholism and drug dependence as a
peoples issue.

If you want to help - write and blast
Neville Wran - ¢/- Parliament House,
Macquarie Street,
Sydney......... 2000

OR
Jim Rankin  Head of Alcohol and Drug
Services,
9 - 13 Young Street,
Sydney..........

comments care of Jura Books, 417 King St. Newtown.

NO GOD! NO MASTER!
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EVERYTHING MARCH 1979

ANARCHY! EVERYTHING!'

% | Dear Anarcho Feminists,
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Who are you?
What is this business of writing
to small ‘I’ lawyers soliciting art-
icles about the law for an anar-
chist publication! |

I am planning to dob you in to
~Central Anarchist H.Q. for deviat-
ing from the correct line.

In the mean time I advise that
every anarcho-feminist say 10
“Emma Goldman’s”’ before bed
for the next week.

Y ours-in-diluted-struggle.
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A TALE OF TWO COWS

COMMUN ISM

You have two cows, the govern-
ment takes both of them, and
gives you milk.

FASCISM

You have two cows, the govern-
ment takes both of them, and
sells you milk.
BUREAUCRACY

Y ou have two cows, the govem-
ment takes both of them, shoots
one of them_ milks the other
and pours the milk down the
drain.

, CAPITALISM |
You have two cows, you sell
one of them and ,05 = Uc:.
ANARCHISM
A cow gives you some miik and
vV Ou co:) do what <o want to
do for the rest of the day.
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The Sydney Morning Hevald
is what Sydney s all aboud.
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