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This campaign has only just began. It is 
netting together such groups as feminists, 
anarchists, blacks and others who are being 
politicised by recognizing their oppression as 
alcoholic and drug dependant people. They 
regard McKinnon as belonging to the people, 
and alcoholism and drug dependence as a 
peoples issue.
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After seeing the embzyonic alcohol and 
drug services set up by the Whitlam govern­
ment whittled away by the present One, 
people have decided to make a stand. The 
stand is over McKinnon. It is all that is left 
in an area where death and dying is common­
place, and the decision to live is one of today’s 
real miracles. Those who decided to live because 
they went to McKinnon are now fighting the 
Wran government. They and their friends 
damand appropriate treatment, for a serious 
and often relapsing illness. They don’t want 
the soup kitchen and bible bashing days back; 
neither do they want to end up in the hands 
of a psychiatrist who knows nothing about 
their illness and cares even less.
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NO GOD! NO MASTER! ANARCHY! EVERYTHING!
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McKinnon is unique in Australia in its 
staffing. All nurses working there are trained 
in alcoholism and drug addition by people 
who have themselves recovered from the 
condition who are indeed the real experts in 
that area. It is also unique in that the staff 
have no heirarchy. It is run as a collective 
Vrith decisions on policy, management and 
functioning being reached by consensus, 
either at staff meetings, or on the spot by 
those on duty. Sedatives are used minimally 
and staff use their ow n ability to hang in with 
the suffering of the person in withdrawal to 
help them through it, rather than dish out 
pills. Because it is based on self help and 
collectivity, McKinnon is regarded with 
antagonism and fear by psychiatry and 
religious agencies. Both those institutions 
have traditionally exploited and oppressed 
a person whose one problem is that they do 
not know how to stop drinking or using 
drugs.
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I Dear Anarcho-Feminists,

Who are you? 
What is this business of writing 
to small ‘1’ lawyers soliciting art­
icles about the law for an 
chist publication!
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I am planning to dob you 
Central Anarcnist H.Q. for 
ing from the correct line.

In the mean time I advise
every anarcho-feminist say 10 
‘‘Emma Goldman’s” before bed 
for the next week.
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If you want to help - write and blast 
Neville Wran - c/- Parliament House, 

Macquarie Street, 
Sydney..........2000
OR

J im Rankin Head of Alcohol and Drug 
Services,

9 - 13 Young Street, 
Sydney..........2000
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Alcoholism rates as Australia’s third 
killer, behind heart disease and cancer. If 
the figures for deaths from drug dependence, 
alcoholic heart disease, and suicides attribu­
table to alcoholism could be located, the 
addictions would probably rate as Australia’s 
first killer. The statistics which exist are a 
horror show. One in ten drinkers is alcoholic. 
41% of psychiatric admissions are diagnosed 
alcoholic. 43%. of general hospitals are occ­
upied by alcoholics with secondary physical 
illnesses due to their alcoholism. An alcohol 
or drug dependent person has an 89% greater 
chance of attempting suicide than a non 
addict or non-alcoholic. The prisons are 
clogged with alcoholics and drug addicts. 
Yet McKinnon is to go. It services one thou­
sand people yearly, and most patients are 
the unemployed, blacks, homosexuals and 
women. These people will again be faced 
with the despairing choice of an agency who 
will exploit their suffering in order to induce 
a religious conversion, or the revolving door 
of psychiatry, with its judgemental attitudes 
and destructive treatment methods.
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EVERYTHING has been produced by women from the Sydney Anarchist-Feminist 
group. This group has been meeting for about one year , it has provided an oppor­
tunity to discuss ideas and do things related to feminism and anarchism. The group 
has been <h. strong and committed at times but at the moment is “diluted in struggle” 
If you’re interested contact Jura Books and leave a message. We don’t know whether 
we will ever put out another edition of EVERYTHING but would like to hear your 
comments care of Jura Books, 417 King St. Newtown.
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the sa ve McKinnon comapign.
McKinnon unit is situated in the Rozelle 

Hospital. It is the only twenty four hour 
drug and alcohol withdrawal centre in NSW. 
The Wran government has ordered it closed 
in the latest series of health cuts. Unlike 
other hospital wards, which come and go 
unlamented and unnoticed, the decision to 
close McKinnon has created a wave of anger 
that has translated itself into a peoples 
campaign to fight for the right to have some­
where to go for treatment of drug and alcohol 
dependence.
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NEWS FROM BRITAIN.

They
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food, the rest is eaten up by the massive 
bureaucratic machine. Prisons today are 
over-crowded, outdated “universities of

labour (the average rate of pay is one pound 
per week) for work and conditions that 
would not be tolerated outside. Prison is 
merely a means by which society can shut 
somebody away and forget about them.

Prison reinforces the idea that it is individ­
uals, not institutions, that are to blame for 
social problems. Criminals are seen as

No. 6
1979.
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These are the three prisoners who are in 
the greatest danger. There are about 75 other 
political prisoners in Greece, where the 
same policemen and judges prosecute the 
same militants as in the time of the colonels. 
Last year more than 6 people were murdered 
by police among them Dr. Tsironis, very 
well known for his dynamic activities against 
the junta. Today the army and the police 
are totally controlled by the fascists, free- 
speech is banned by the government, official 
and unofficial braves terrorize the people. 
The differences from the times of the junta 
are in quantity, not in quality.

BULLETIN
January 11,

In a class society, every prisoner is a 
political prisoner.
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PERSONS UNKNOWN.
Since MAY 1978, six people in 

England — Iris Mills, Ronan Bennett, 
Daffydd Lad, Vince Stevenson, Stew­
ard Carr, and Trevor Dawson — have been 
been arrested and held in custody. The 
charge laid against them is “conspiracy 
to cause explosions” under the “Pre­
vention of Terrorism” Act. Iris Mills was 
being held in Brixton ( a men’s prison) in 
virtual solitary confinement — because 
there is no maximum security prison for 
women in Britain.
And the saga continues......

In those days the cause of poverty was 
considered to be “low” morals rather than 
scarcity or unemployment and the prison 
system was based on a combination of 
abstinence and exposure to hard work and 
religion. This idea of ‘morality’ and work 
is still used as the basis of today’s prison 
regime.

sons are enough to be called a dissident group). 
But the real reason was that Philippos and 
Sophia were active anarchists. They were 
judged this September. Philippos, 22 was 
sentenced to 9 years, this means he’ll leave 
jail when he’s 31. Sophia, 21, was sentenced 
to 5 years. The prosecutor, who asked for 
even bigger sentences, was appointed by the 
junta and he retained his post after Karamanlis 
came into power. Some days ago he reques­
ted the release of 6 neofascists (out of 10) 
who belonged to the Greek section of Ordine 
Nuovo and had put bombs in two cinemas, 
wounding more than 50 people. When 
Kyritsis heard his own sentence he had 
enough courage to shout “anarchy never

55 *

An application for bail was then made on 
behalf of Taff Ladd. Opposing this, the pro­
secution alleged that his lack of ties with 
this country and his connections in West 
Germany made it likely that he would 
abscond. They also stated that two of the 
people that they were looking for were 
alleged to be in France and they believed 
that this would be another reason for him to 
abscond. Making this assertion look ridicul­
ous, the defense pointed out that Taff had 
been raised in West Germany and since he had 
been deported from the countryland hence 
banned from returning, this was irrelevant. 
A medical report was handed in to the court 
recommending that he be released on the 
grounds of chronic enteritis. Bail was grant­
ed consisting of 17,500 pounds sureties and 
on the condition that he reside in Bristol 
with his brother and report daily. Unfortunate- 

Philippos and Sophia Ky ritsi: 
were arrested in May ’78. In a commonuse 
room on the ground floor of the block of 
flats they were living in, police found some 
bottles, oil and rags. They accused them of 
illegal possession of explosives (the above 
objects ) and for forming a dissident group 
(in Greece according to a new law, two per-
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There are 42,000 prisoners in this
country (about 1,000 are women). It costs place in about 9 months time. 
100 pounds per week to keep each one,

i The double standards for rich and poor 
can be seen in the variations in sentencing, 
for example, the Great Train robbers 
received sentences of up to 30 years for 
stealing 3 million pounds as compared to 
two ‘city gents’ who stole 13 million over 
a period of 12 years and received 4 and 5 
years respectively.

GREEK POLITICAL PRISONERS.
I

Giannis Serifis: In September’77 after
the execution of Baader, Ennslin and Raspe 
in Germany, four Greeks tried to blow up 
the offices of the German company AEG in 
Athens. Policemen tried to arrest them and 
in the gunfight that followed 2 policemen 
were wounded and Kasimis, one of the 
militants, was killed in cold blood. In Octob­
er ’77 Serifis, former worker of AEG and 
activist since the time of the junta, was
arrested and accused of murdering his com- • dies, 
rade (so he wouldn’t talk..........police claimed),
and wounding the two policemen. Serifis has 
been the target of the Chief of Police in the 
area, a notorious torturer, since the time of 
the military junta when he was arrested and 
tortured before. Now he has been in prison 
for one year waiting for his trial, that is ever 
postponed because of..........lack of evidence.
If this evidence is found (ie. made), he may 
be sentenced to prison for life.

Prison is supposedly a de terrant and a 
means of reform. However, the massive — r----- r__------ -------- r
reconviction rates and other evidence shows though less than 4 pounds of this is for 
that prison does not effect a reform of 
prisoners nor a cut in the crime rate. It is 
most doubtful that the threat of imprison­
ment deters anyone, the decision to commit crime”. They are used to provide cheap 
a crime is not a ‘rational’ one after all.
Neither does the threat deter a person from
further crime; this has been in evidence
from the very beginning - in 1785 a
Parliamentary Committee wrote: “after
expiration of sentences convicts return to
the community not reformed in their
principles but confirmed in every vicious
habit.”
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up a surety, iicured “that’s my Mother in 
the dock, would I run out on her!” before 
being dragged out of the court. An application 
to judge in chambers was refused. It seems 
apparent that Ronan’s failure to get bail (he 
has no past record) has a great deal to do 
with the ATS*s attitude towards him. On 
several ocassions it has been stated and 
implied that they were determined to get 
him ‘at any cost’. In Brixton, he was put on 
the block again for telling a screw to fuck 
off. We are organizing a picket in solidarity 
with him and to protest his treatment.

Bail: (4 have bail, 1 doesn’t; 3 are out,
2 still in Brixton!)

At committals, bail was renewed for 
Trevor Dawton, Iris Mills and Vince Steven­
son who had been granted bail two weeks 
earlier after an application to judge in 
chambers. Like Iris, Vince has to report 
daily and must observe a 10 pm. curfew. 
Trevor fortunately was able to get his curfew 
lifted.
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the woman apparently put up a sum surety 
for someone who had absconded. Hopefully 

having difficulties getting clearance for people 
who want to visit him - in fact, two people 
who are offering to put up sureties have 
either been refused or are still waiting.

Activities of the Support Group.

On December 14, Ronan Bennett was 
again refused bail. Previously, it had been on 
the grounds of a lack of a job to go to but 
this time, despite substantile sureties, a job, 
etc. the magistrate refused it without any 
deliberation stating that ‘from what I hear of 
this case”, Bennett was the sort of person 
who would abscond. Ronan, whose Mother 

Prisons are a relatively ‘new’ phenom­
enon in Britain and it was not until 1877
that.a truly national penal system emerged, the poor are subjected to the ruling class. 
The earliest reference to.prisons as such |||| S j H ||||||||| Bill ISS 
was an act passed in 1575 providing for 
the building of‘houses of correction’. Of
course, there were also the notorious work- failure’s in an open, competitive system in 
houses for the poor who could not or would which all can succeed, 
not work.

For more information and to sign a petition 
of protest call in to Jura Books, 419 King St., 
Newtown.
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ary 1977 and May 1978 they had conspired to 
committ a number of robberies both of 
firearms and of cash for accomodation and 
false identities. Apart from Stewart Carr, 
charged with six armed robberies, and who, 
it was claimed, had made a confession, the 
prosecution were “unable to say” if any of 
the others had taken part in any specific 
robberies. Lists were read of witnesses to be 
called and of the exhibits, and as required, 
the prosecution identity witnesses had to 
confirm their statements. The prosecution 
case rests totally on alleged evidence of 
association rather than tangible proof of 
malpractice. Much of the documentary 
evidence related to evidence of association 
and political beliefs. The prosecution are 
attempting to lay the groundwork for a catch 
all conspiracy case resting on the defendants 
life styles, who they knew, their beliefs, etc. 
The six were formally committed for trial 
and the defense foreseen the trial taking

SELF-CONFESSED
ANARCHISTS'

On Thursday, December 21, at Lambeth
Court, committals were heard and the
defendants opted for Section One style
committals rather than a full run through of 
the prosecution case. Thus, the court heard
only a speech by Mr. Barry McGirl for the
Director of Public Prosecutions who outlined
the 30 charges which include alleged possess- _
ion of various stolen firearms, alleged possess- ly, although bad wi granted Taffhstfll 
ion of explosive substances (weedkiller), etc. in Brixton because the police have not appro- 
McGirl opened his speech by stating that the ved his sureties. They refused one because 
defendants were self-confessed anarchists , the woman apparently put up a sum surety

M ... . . .. + u . part of a London based gang whose aim for someone who had absconded Hopefully
Much lip-service is paid to the emphasis was to bring about a radical change in British this will be sorted out ennn Taff con yon “rehabilitation” rather than the revenge/society”. It was alleged that between Janu- ® Taff °

punishment idea of prison. But the real 
nature of prisons is as a means of social 
control. The rich and the poor, rulers and 
ruled, all indulge in criminal activities. It 
is only in the enforcement of the laws that

- ’






