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WITH THIS ISSUE Workers 
Solidarity returns to regular quarterly 
publication. And it couldn't have 
happened at a better time. As the 
Stalinist regimes of Eastern Europe 
crumbled and collapsed, the whole 
Bolshevik tradition has come under 
examination. And not before time.

Only anarchists have always asserted that 
socialism and liberty must be one and the 
same. In opposition to the authoritarian 
'socialist' tradition, anarchism is 
uncontaminated by support - critical' or 
otherwise - for dictatorships that made 
millions of workers into virtual slaves 
and dragged the good name of socialism 
into the mud.

Now is the.time to step up our level of 
activity and let a lot more people know 
the meaning of anarchism. This is a real 
socialism that has nothing to do with 
Lenin, Stalin, Gorbachev, De Rossa or 
Dick Spring. It has nothing to to with 
rulers, whether they be cruel or 
benevolent, who would place themselves 
in control of our lives. Anything that 
does not place ordinary working class 
people in control of their own lives is not 
socialism.

Our vision is about more than a vague 
'redistribution of wealth’. We stand for 
an end to the division of society into

classes; by the working class taking power 
we can do away with this division into 
bosses & workers, order-givers & order­
takers. We want a society where 
production is organised to satisfy human 
needs, not to make massive profits for 
people like Larry Goodman and Michael 
Smurfit who already have more money 
than they can count.

Such a society, anarchism, will be run by 
elected workers' and community councils 
rather than by a small collection of bosses 
and professional politicians. Everyone 
affected by a decision will have their say in 
making it. This requires a lot of 
organisation and we know our class will 
be quite capable of providing it. Unlike 
our rulers we do not think that working 
class people are stupid and only capable of 
being ruled. Everyone will enjoy real 
freedom. The only limit on an individual 
will be that they do not deny the freedom 
of others. These are the values we wish to 
assert.

Our politics mean we are involved in 
struggles that can bring workers together, 
fight the bosses, build confidence and win 

improvements in the here and now. We 
are involved in our trade unions, 
unemployed groups, in the 'Trade 
Unionists & Unemployed Against the 
Programme', in the No to War in the 
Gulf Campaign’.

Recently the Dublin-based Anarcho- 
Communist Group merged with us. We 
hope you will also want to find out more 
about our politics, and will consider 
joining the Workers Solidarity 
Movement. We need more members, 
more debate. We understand that real 
socialism cannot be created unless 
thousands upon thousands of people 
know how to change society, and have a 
clear vision of the type of society they 
want to live in. There is no way that a 
tiny handful of experts’ or leaders can 
substitute themselves for this. We want 
to play our part in this process of 
spreading anarchist/socialist ideas and 
methods of struggle. We hope Workers 
Solidarity will attract readers to the WSM, 
to take part in the struggle for socialism, 
human dignity and freedom.

THAT’S
CAPITALISM

That British Bastion of Censorship, the 
BBC, has made sure that we will neither 
see nor listen to anything that might 
undermine the Western war effort in the 
Gulf.

The HLD Publishing Co. of Los Angeles 
recently released a book called "Mafia 
Management". The company is 
promoting the book as appropriate "for 
executives who might improve the way 
they manage their organisations by 
studying the Mafia".

*****

Big farmers in Texas have little to worry 
about from the local pesticide regulatory 
board. Commenting on Chlordane, a 
pesticide used to kill termites, Othel 
Brand, a board member displayed a 
typically capit-alist mentality when he said 
"Sure it's going to kill a lot of people, but 
they may be dying of something else 
anyway".

*****

Like Father, like son. General Norman 
Schwarzkopf, the US Commander in the 
Gulf, is maintaining a family tradition. 
His father was one of the organisers of the 
CIA-backed coup in Iran in 1953. The US 
overthrew the government when it 
nationalised oil production.

Convicted murderer John McDonald was 
recommended for parole rather than the 
grisly state revenge that is capital 
punishment. The Oklahoma Parole 
Board, however, didn't recommend his 
parole because capital punishment is 
repugnant to them. Rather it did so 
because he has emphysema, heart disease 
and cancer, and because his execution 
would 'mean a lot of paperwork'.

*****

The US government has no problem 
finding £300 million a day to bomb Iraqi 
targets and Civilians. Each Tomahawk 
missile fired costs a cool £1 million. Each 
Tornado warplane sets them back a 
massive £20 million. They can find the 
cash for killing but when it comes to 
saving lives it is a very different story. 900 
million people in the world are 
malnourished. A quarter of a million 
children lose their sight every year 
though lack of vitamin A. A mere $30 per 
year per child would put a stop to this. 
According to the 'experts' there is no 
money for non-essentials’ like that.

The list of banned programmes and 
records is getting longer each day. Among 
the programmes are Monty Python (it 
showed Graham Chapman as a British 
Major in a ballet dress), Carry on up the 
Khyber and the film Airport.

Records banned by the BBC include John 
Lennon's Give Peace A Chance, Lulu's 
Boom Bang-a Bang, Desmond Dekker's 
Israelites, the Bangles Walk Like An 
Egyptian, Phil Collins' In The Air 
Tonight, Eric Clapton’s I Shot the Sheriff, 
the Bee Gees’ Staying Alive, Abba's Under 
Attack and Queen's Another One Bites 
the Dust.






