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•Bombs are no 
solution 
•Crime and
Punishment
•Free Women of 
Spain
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who always pay our taxes are 
brought to court. That is very 
unfair. The water tax is an 
unjust tax and PAYE taxpay­
ers should not have to pay it. 

There was so :
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LAURENCE DORAN, a retired Guinness worker from 
Greenhills, was taken to Rathfarnham Court in February. 
South Dublin County Council want to cut off his water supply. 
Laurence is among tens of thousands refusing to pay the water 
charges. The tables were quickly turned on Judge Smith wick 
and the County Council. Instead of beingmeek and shy, as you 
are supposed to be in court, Laurence gave them a lecture 
aboutjustice.

“The PAYE taxpayer is paying for everything in this 
country while the big farmers, wealthy self-employed and 
super rich in this country get away with tax evasion. During 
the last eight years PAYE taxes collected from farmers and 
from the wealthy self-employed have fallen. If the wealthy 
paid their due taxes, PAYE taxpayers would not be asked to 
pay double tax and I would not be before this court.

“Nobody has ever been jailed in this country for tax

evasion. The rich tax evaders 
have been given two tax 
amnesties. The last amnesty’ in 
1994 wrote off £500 million but 
the Revenue Commissioners 
report huge amounts of tax 
outstanding for 1995.

“These people
laughing, while people like n 

court had to be cleared and 
its business suspended for 
the rest of the day. To 
hammer home the message 
that cut offs will be resisted, 
Laurence’s neighbours on 
St. Peter’s Road had a 
demonstration of support 
where 200 people agreed to 
stojY any attempted 
disconnection.

If the Councils try to 
disconnect anyone the anti­
water charges campaign 
will be able to stop them just 
as it did in 1994. Peaceful 
but firm protest, denying 
the Council access to stop­
cocks outside the house. 
Even if they manage to turn 

is confident that it can 
have them reconnected 
within an hour.

We did it the last time 
and it will be a lot r irirrthis 

r 12-000 house­
now joined the 
of Dublin .Anu- 
rge Campaigns 

of thousands more 
are still boycotting these 
charges. Over the next 
couple of months the ca 
paign needs to get more 
organised at local level, 
local action groups need to 
be set up in all areas and 
local activists kept in touch 
with each other.

This is necessary in 
order to build the sort of 
on-the-ground solidarity 
which w’ill be absolutely 
vital if disconnections are 
to be successfully resisted. 
The water charges will only 
be defeated by direct action 
in the communities.

If we stick together 
1996 will be the beginning of 
the end for the charges and 
a huge boost for people’s 
confidence in their own 
ability to fight back. If you 
want to be put in touch with 
others in your area, or you 
have received a court 
summons, telephone the 
campaign hotline at 
01-8729163.
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The Dublin West by-election gave the establishment a shock. Only 41%
bothered to vote (i fl ost of the rest presumably being apathetic,
i.e. feeling that it wouldn’t II ake much difference to them), the Labour
vote collapsed from 23% down to 3.8%, and Militant Labour’s 
Joe Higgins came within 370 votes of taking the seat.

%

Now there is talk (mainly by Militant
ur but also by activists in the anti­

water charges campaign) of running a slate
of candidates in the next general election. 
During the run up to the ballot the WSM

ing class pay through the nose while the 
rich live it up.

“Real power liesin the boardrooms 
of big business. They decide where to 
invest and on what terms. To see the

argued against that way 
of doing things. We 
explained our point of 
view at anti-water 
charges meetings and 
through the free 
bulletin Anarchist 
News. While paying 
tribute to Joe Higgins 
for the trojan work he 
has done to build the 
anti-water charges 
campaign we went on to 
say “The Workers 
Solidarity Movement is 
not standing a candi­
date, nor are we urging 
a vote for anyone.

“We advise you 
to abstain. Itis not just 
a question of how 
dishonest and corrupt 
most poli ti ci a ns become, 
nor that they say one 
thing before an election 
and do something 
totally different when 
elected. [Remember 
Democratic Left getting

power of money 
over democracy 
you only have to 
look at the beef 
scandal. To see 
how far the 
bosses will go you 
can look at Chile 
in 1973 where a 
reforming gov­
ernment was 
overthrown in a 
military coup 
backed by big 
business. As long 
as a small 
minority have 
massive power 
they will be the 
ones calling the 
tune.

’ T o 
think that 
elections provide 
a real choice, that 
they can funda­
mentally change 
things, is an illu­
sion. Once your

elected on an anti-water charges ticket, 
now they are in a government that is 
dragging pensioners into court while the 
beef barons go free after multi-million 
pound frauds.]

“The crucial question is whether 
casting a vote every fewyearscan give you 
any control over the things that effectyour 
life. Many will vote for Joe Higgins or 
Tomas MacGiolla because of their anti­
establishment stands. But neither can

vote is cast you have had your “say”. You
have given your consent to a politician or 
party to make decisions for you. The

few give the
orders and the rest obey nas oeen given
your personal stamp of approval.

“We don’t abstain because are
opposed to democracy. Not at all, we are 
fully in favour of it. By democracy we 
understand the right of people to manage 
their own lives and collectively organise

change the system which makes the work­ society in their own interests. Everyone

Revolutionary veteran speaks
at Bulgarian anarchist congress

THE EIGHTH CONGRESSofthe Bulgarian Anarchist Federation took placein 
Sofia last September. Those present included not only the representatives of 
regional groups but also sympathisers and people who despite their political 
differences came to salute the anarchists and their congress for their courageous 
behaviour in the Bulgarian concentration camps under the yoke of the 
Comm unist Party.

Stoi an Tzolav, who partici pated on the si de of the Spanish anarchists in 
the revolution of 1936 and who spent many years in the fascist concentration 
camps of Bulgaria before being sentenced to death (later commuted to life 
imprisonment) by the Communist Party in 1949, gave a report on the 
international anarchist movement. Reports were also heard on the problems 
facing Bulgarian workers; in particular unemployment, low wages, 300% 
inflation, crime and the increasing poverty of pensioners.

The congress decided to struggle
*For the dissolution of military forces and a declaration of true neutrality 
distanced from all military alliances.
*For the creation of an organisation for peace which aims to work with 
neighbouring peoples against war.
♦For the formation ofgroupsin districts and communes under citizen control - the 
police most of whom have links to the criminal mafia (which emerged from the 
Communist Party) being incapable of getting rid of crime. 
*Agai nst the new mi llionaires who are using the people’s money which was stolen 
by the Communist Party.
*To organise free co-ops in agriculture, industry and distribution. 
*To organise a free commune where citizens may express their wishes and 
oversee the execution of projects decided upon by the General Assemblies.

effected a decision should have the 
possibility of helping to make that 
decision.

“This means workers’ councils 
running industries & services, 
neighbourhood councils in our 
communities. These would be federated 
upwards <>n a regional and national level. 
All delegates would be subject to 
immediate recall if their electors were not 
satisfied with theirconduct.

“The outstanding feature of the 
anarchist idea is that control comes from 
below'. There would be no ruling elite. In 
this by-election you are being asked to 
change one of your, admittedly minor, 
rulers. Anarchists don’t w’ant to change 
the faces in the Dail: we want to get rid of

-

C>ver the next few’ months the big 
task is to organise enough people to ensure 
that non-payment holds, that more local 
action groups are formed and that every 
attempt at a disconnection of water supply 
is met be local resistance. When the 
government sees all its threats and

promises fail and learns that this tax is
truly uncollectable, that is when they will

at ways of amending it. If we have a
strong enough campaign on the ground we 
won’t have to settle for a compromise, we 
can have a victory.

*****
And finally, while we were reprinting 
Anarchism and Ireland we received two
new editions of other WSM pamphlets. 
Eddie Conlon’s The Spanish Civil War: 
Anarchism in Action has been published in 
a Serbo-Croat version from Belgrade and
Ireland & British Imperialism (a
collection of articles from Workers
Solidarity dealing all aspects of the 
‘national question9 has been produced in

introduction to the ideas of anarcn-sm., 
covering all the basics from “why we 
oppose the state” to “what we mean by 
freedom”. For your copy send £1 to the 
WSM Bookservice, P.O. Box 1528, 
Dublin 8.

£1.22 per hour. Total pay for a two hour shi ft was 
£2.44. After deducting a £1.10 bus fare, the 
“barman” was left with £1.44 or just 7 2p for each 
hour worked.

that use prison labour to boost their profits. 
Spaulding, a sports company, use Hawaiian 
prison inmates tornake their golf balls. Prison 
workers get paid just $1 an hour after 
deductions. Often they get less. At present 
over 30 States in the USA allow the use of 
inmates as workers

*****
Been playing golf recently? Well, just in case, 
don’t use ‘Spaulding’ golfballs. Spauldings, are 
one of a growing number o f compan ies in the US 

*****
Some of America’s most well known 
corporations, including American Express, are 
now investing in the ‘prison industry’. At last 
count, there was some 50,000 ‘privately operated 
prison beds’ in the USA. This number is 
expected to rise further in the next fewyears. One 
‘successful’ prison company is Corrections 
Corporation of America. This company now 
operates twenty-one prisons in a number of 
countries - America, Australia and Britain to 
name but a few. Itis valued at over $100 million 
on the US Stock Exchange.

*****
According to the US Dept, of Health and Human 
Services, 2.4million (64.4%) crack-cocaine users 
in the USA are white. This compares with just 
1 million (26.6%) black users. Yet, in 1992, a 
study by the US Sentencing Commission found 
that 91.3% of those sentenced for Federal crack 
offences were black (African-American), as 
compared with only 3% for whites.

*****
Uganda now has an average life expectancy^ 
of just 42 year. Ten years ago the life 
expectancy in the country was 52 years of 
age. Ttiis can partly be explained by the 
problem of HIV/AIDs - but only partly. The 
health service in Uganda has been ravaged 
from a lack of money in the last decade. One 
doctor, recently stated that as many as 50% of 
all cases coming to hospital could besavedby 
basic medical care - but this isn’t available. 
There isn’t any money ..for health.

*****
Pharmacia and Upjohn, two chemical 
companies, recently merged. As a result their 
profits are expected to boom in the coming year. 
Why? In order to ‘cut out duplication’ 4,000 of 
the 34,000jobs in the new, joint company will be 
got rid of. This will amount to $550 million in 
‘savings’.

*****
U2’s Bono has a brother. He owns Scotts 
restaurant in Castleknock. A few months ago he 
took on a young “barman’ and paid him just 

In the five years up to 1995 the 26 county 
government was allocated£2,611 from EU funds 
to improve transport. Most of this money, 63%, 
was spent on roads. All public transport, 
includingtheLUAS tramways in Dublin, got just 
13%. Yet money spent on building roads is 
“investment in infrastructure” while the same 
money spent on public transport becomes a 
“subsidy”.

Your job is 
not worth a

lot... and 
that’s 
official
THE ANNUAL report of the 26 
county Employment Appeals 
Tribunal states that of the the 
391 cases before it, 199 claims 
of unfair dismissal were 
upheld.

However the Tribunal 
only ordered that 29 people 
get their jobs back, and 16 of 
those had to lose their years of 
service. In the other cases an 
average of £4,993 compensa­
tion was awarded. Not a lot if 
you are facing years, or even a 
lifetime, on the dole. And this 
is when the Tribunal has 
decided that the sacking was 
illegal.




