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STONE-THROWERS MURDERED
The same racist attitudes are evident in 

the Israeli army's gunning down of young 
unarmed Arabs throwing stones a couple 
of weeks ago. More recently we have seen 
the rather different tactics being used in 
the eviction of Israeli extremists in the 
Gaza Strip where water-cannons and foam 
seemed to do the job adequately.
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dislodged with the bullet, is the culprit. 
This attempt to cloud the issue cannot 
detract from evidence which clearly shows 
that the Security Forces misuse the 
weapon, firing directly at targets’heads or 
indicrimiriately into a crowd ( instead of 
aiming at the lower parts of the body ) 
and firing at close range. This evidence, 
plus the fact that some of the deaths 
occurred when there was no disturbance 
whatsoever or perhaps a small group of 
stone-throwers, demonstrates a clear 
intention by the Security Forces to kill 
or maim. Prior is quoted as saying that 
the plastic bullet is used only in serious 
cases of rioting to prevent loss of life. 
Yet, no member of the Secuity Forces has 
ever stood,trial or even been charged with 
murdering a civilian with a plastic bullet 
no matter what the circumstances were 
and it is highly unlikely, given the racist 
attitudes of the British Government, that 
anyone will stand trial.
William White law made the Government’s 

attitude towards the Irish people abund­
antly clear when he stated that baton 
rounds would not be used in Britain 
because they might kill people. Also, a 
Labour MP, supporting Independent TD 
Neil Blaney in his call for an emergancy 
debate in the European parliament on the 
use of plastic bullets, gave as his reason 
that unless the weapon was banned in 
N.Ireland it would be used for crowd
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On friday 16th April in Derry, a British 
Army patrol in a Saracen who had been 
investigating a hoax bomb fired two baton 

• rounds at a small group of stone-throwers. 
When the kids ran off, eleven year old 
Stephen McConomy was found lying on 
the ground with a head wound. He had 
been hit at close range by the supposedly 
‘minimum force weapon’ the plastic 
bullet or baton round. Stephen never 
regained conciousness and died a few days 
later, the eighth victim of this ‘plastic 
terror’ in twelve months. Angry women 
staged a protest march from the Bogside 
to the police headquarters at Strand Road 
demanding a ban on the use of plastic 
bullets by military and police.

As usual the whitewash campaign 
immediately swung into action. It was 
reported that a ‘crowd’ had been throw­
ing stones when witnesses state that there 
were only eleven or so other children in 
the area. As Mr McConomy, Stephen’s 
father said at his son’s funeral,

‘Even if the kids had been throwing 
stones they could not have harmed the 
soldiers inside the Saracen'.
British media reports persistently used 
the phrase ‘allegedly struck by a plastic 
bullet’ even though there was no doubt 
that Stephen’s death had been directly 
caused by a plastic bullet. Prior, secretary 
of state for N. Ireland, and former Peace 
person, Eileen Semple, attempted to shift 
the blame for the deaths of children struck 
by plastic bullets onto their parents, 
saying that it was the parents’duty to keep 
their children away from ‘riot situations’. 
Mr McConomy refuted this ludicrous 
suggestion saying,
‘There is no way you can lock a child up 
all day. Going out to the streets is part 
of a child's education. They will learn 
nothing if they are locked up and it 
would be mental torture to our children. 
You can't ask that of parents'

NEGLIGENCE AND MISUSE
The ‘Sunday News’ recently attempted 

to absolve the Security Forces of all 
responsibility for the murders in an 
article which claimed that,

‘Killer guns may have been unwittingly 
used by police and troops to control 
rioting mobs on the streets of N. Ireland'. 
It appears that a ‘design defect’, i.e. a metal 
cap which holds the baton in place in the 
gun barrel and which perhaps becomes

control in Britain! The debate on Blaney’s 
resolution was due to take place last week 
but behind the scenes chicanery ensured 
that the resolution was shuffled to the 
end of the list in the knowledge that 
there would be insufficient time to cover 
it. This would mean that the resolution 
would be passed to a committee taking 
months to report. Supporters of the 
resolution therefore removed it from the 
list and hope to resubmit it in the near 
future.

PLASTIC 
.DEATH REPRESSION

May 5th is the anniversary of Bobby
Sands’ death on hunger-strike and rising 
tensions are certain to erupt into riots. In 
Derry there have already been riots
following the murder of Stephen
McConomy. People would not go out ontc 
the streets in demonstrations nor would 
frustrations boil over into rioting if there 
were not grievances against the security 
forces and the state. The British 
Government’s solution to these grievances 
has always been the same: repression and 
containment leading to death and injury 
amongst the anti-imperialist community. 
Calling on the state to investigate and 
prosecute murders by its own agents, the 
Security Forces, has proved time and again 
to be either ineffectual or a cover-up, as 
we have seen, for instance, in the trial of 
SAS soldiers for the murder of John Boyle 

i and the trial of RUC man Robert 
’ McKeown for the murder of Michael 
r McCarten where the defendents were 
completely exhonerated of all blame. If 

’ the plastic bullet were to be outlawed, 
then the Security Forces’ capacity to 
kill and maim would be reduced - that is 

funtil a replacement weapon was developed 
Nevertheless, the British Government 
must not be allowed to murder and maim 
unarmed people with impunity forever - 
banning the plastic bullet would be a 

J start.
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So, the people at Atlantis are leaving the 
island of Inishfree for the wildness of
South America. Well, all I have to say to 
that is 'good-bye, fare thee well.' Their 
reasons are personal, and interesting in 
that context. What I find rather distateful 
(and this is no fault of their in this case) is* 
that their reasons and their views should 
be presented in an anarchist context and 
given a wider political and social relevance 
If this is in fact so, and if this is a context 
which the people-are Atlantis are happy 
about, then such views are open to critic­
ism and comment. I find it personally in- ! 
suiting that their letter attempts to fore- ; 
stall any comment by using such phrases | 
as 'pious politicos' when having premonit­
ions about the authors of such comment.

I can quite understand her desire to find 
a quiet, unpolluted, un-intruded upon, un 
nuclear endangered space in which to live. 
In peace. So do a great number of people. 
Unfortunately, there are not enough such i 
spaces on this earth to accommodate that 
vast number (not just the people from At­
lantis, so it is down to the remaining dwell 
ers in noisy, polluted, over-crowded, end­
angered spaces to change their environm­
ent or to destroy that part of it which th­
ey do not require. It is no part of anarch­
ism to say "fuck you !" to the dewllers in 
dustbins and to covet unto oneself that 
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which one requires with no consideration 
for others. Similarly, I resent the implicat­
ion that all people who stick their noses in 
dustbins and who discover the smell then 
proceed to do fuck all about it. Some of 
us have heard of cleansing equipment, we 
don't necessarily say "phew, what a god­
awful stench" and walk away to find the 
nearest flower.

The author of the letter seems to have had 
a singularly uninspiring and ineffective cor 
tact with political activity. It seems to 
have involved mostly reformist campaigns 
which bear no relation to anarchic activity 

_______________Anne, BAC.
A whole page devoted to the screamers. 
They've a very patronising approach to­
wards the quaint Irish. —Eddie, Dublin.

FIDDLING IS 
NF VFR FASy
Last month in Belfast someone trying to 
get H.P. from finance loan giants United 
Dominion Trust gave a guarantor (his 
mother) who had a job. Unfortunately 
U.T.D. checked with the dole and discov­
ered the mother was being claimed for on 
the Social Security by the father ... a 
discrepency which UDT handed back to 
the dole and the luckless father got three 
months for his fiddle. The only way UTD 
could have got the information was, of 
course, if they had direct contact with 
SS files. Computer technology is now 
sufficiently advanced for UDT to gain 
direct access to a whole range of computer 
information - including SS files. (This will 
be even more useful to sneaky businesses 
after July of this year, when all claimants 
will have their P45’s in the hands of the 
dole office).
So who are UDT? They are a British bank­
ing and financial group, recently bought 
over by the Trustee Savings Bank. They 
specialise in the provision of instalment 
credit (HP) and only last year sold off 
their world-wide commodities concern 
which dealt with items like sugar, coffee 
and soyabeans on the international money 
market. They operated through the most 
corrupt financial cities in the world like 
Hong Kong and London, happily fiddling 
millions where the law doesn*t apply. 
In their own words, they ‘had a deterior­
ation in debt collection experience giving 
rise to a higher level of write-offs in 1981’, 
and have applied ‘additional prudent 
provisions for doubtful debts’. That expl­
ains their new direct links with SS files. So 
even more care now is needed when fiddl­
ing in our computerised - information - 
control age.

SOLIDARITY 
AT THE 

GAS WORKS
The shop steward in the Belfast gas works, 
who was sacked for allegedly hitting a 
manager at the plant, has been reinstated 
after a total walkout of workers who 
were on strike for 14 days.
After talking to some of the picketers it 
became apparent ‘the offence’ had 
little or nothing to do with the manage­
ments reasoning for the sacking. Firstly 
the alleged incident took place 7 days 
previous to the sacking. The sop stewards 
own union walked out immediately, dis 
believing what management had to say; 
so too did the other two unions in the 
plant - the GMWU and AUEW. Such a 
quick reaction shows the popularity of 
the man and was a spontaneous show of 
solidarity.
According to one of the workers the shop 
steward, after 22 years in the plant, was 
good as a negotiator, and did well for his 
members. Set against this is the future of 
the gas industry which seems to have one 
of two choices, either a closedown with 
everyone being made redundant or gas 
being piped from the southern gas field at 
Kinsale. This would mean the existing 
gas works and jobs being restructured 
away from that of production of gas to 
that of supply. Whichever way, a lot of 
negotiations with the unions is necessary 
and if one of the most experienced and 
shrewd shop stewards had been sacked, 
the way would have been clearer to rail­
road the workers into accepting not as 
good a pay and conditions offer as he 
might have won.

Bobby Sands \ Francis Hughes

hunger strike
This month sees the annivers­
aries of the first four hunger 
strikers to die last year.’Most 

. of the demands for political 
status were met, but the issues 
of work and segregation are 
still the subject of a protest. 
About 265 men ira-H-Block 
and 19 women in Armagh are 
refusing to work. They lose 
one visit a month, 10 days out 
of 28 remission, half their ass­
ociation, and only one food 
parcel a month.

Patsy O’Hara Raymond McCreesh




