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THEY ARE KILLING OUR CHILDREN

On friday 16th April in Derry, a British
Army patrol in a Saracen who had been
investigating a hoax bomb fired two baton
- rounds at a small group of stone-throwers.
When the kids ran off, eleven year old
Stephen McConomy was found lying on
the ground with a head wound. He had
been hit at close range by the supposedly
‘minimum force weapon’ the plastic
bullet or baton round. Stephen never
regained conciousness and died a few days
later, the eighth victim of this “plastic
terror’ in twelve months. Angry women
staged a protest march from the Bogside
to the police headquarters at Strand Road
demanding a ban on the use of plastic
bullets by military and police.

As usual the whitewash campaign
immediately swung into action. It was
reported that a ‘crowd’ had been throw-
ing stones when witnesses state that there
were only eleven or so other children in
the area. As Mr McConomy, Stephen’s
father said at his son’s funeral,

‘Even if the kids had been throwing
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dislodged with the bullet, is the culprit.
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stones they could not have harmed the
soldiers inside the Saracen’,
British media reports persistently used

This attempt to cloud the issue cannot |
detract from evidence which clearly shows
that the Security Forces misuse the
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the phrase ‘allegedly struck by a plastic |
bullet’ even though there was no doubt
that Stephen’s death had been directly
caused by a plastic bullet. Prior, secretary
of state for N.Ireland, and former Peace
person, Eileen Semple, attempted to shift
the blame for the deaths of children struck
by plastic bullets onto their parents,
saying that it was the parents’duty to keep
their children away from ‘riot situations’.
Mr McConomy refuted this ludicrous
suggestion saying,

‘There is no way you can lock a child up
all day. Going out to the streets is part

of a child’s education. They will learn
nothing if they are locked up and it

would be mental torture to our children.
You can’t ask that of parents’

weapon, firing directly at targets’heads or
indicriminately into a crowd ( instead of |
aiming at the lower parts of the body ) |
and firing at close range. This evidence,
plus the fact that some of the deaths
occurred when there was no disturbance
whatsoever or perhaps a small group of
stone-throwers, demonstrates a clear
intention by the Security Forces to kill
or maim. Prior is quoted as saying that |
the plastic bullet is used only in serious |
cases of rioting to prevent loss of life. |
Yet, no member of the Secuity Forces has |
ever stood.trial or even been charged with l
 murdering a civilian with a plastic bullet |
. no matter what the circumstances were |
and it is highly unlikely, given the racist |
attitudes of the British Government, that |
anyone will stand trial. f
William Whitelaw made the Government’s - |
- attitude towards the Irish people abund- |
antly clear when he stated that baton
rounds would not be used in Britain
- because they might kill people. Also, a
Labour MP, supporting Independent TD
Neil Blaney in his call for an emergancy
. debate in the European parliament on the
. use of plastic bullets, gave as his reason
- that unless the weapon was banned in
N.Ireland it would be used for crowd
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NEGLIGENCE AND MISUSE

The ‘Sunday News’ recently attempted
to absolve the Security Forces of all
responsibility for the murders in an
article which claimed that,

‘Killer guns may have been unwittingly
used by police and troops to control
rioting mobs on the streets of N. Ireland’,
It appears that a ‘design defect’, i.e. a metal |
cap which holds the baton in place in the
gun barrel and which perhaps becomes
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control in Britain! The debate on Blaney’s

resolution was due to take place last week
but behind the scenes chicanery ensured

that the resolution was shuffled to the
end of the list in the knowledge that

there would be insufficient time to cover
it. This would mean that the resolution
would be passed to a committee taking
months to report. Supporters of the

resolution therefore removed it from the
list and hope to resubmit it in the near
future.

STONE-THROWERS MURDERED
The same racist attitudes are evident in

the Israeli army’s gunning down of young
unarmed Arabs throwing stones a couple
of weeks ago. More recently we have seen
the rather different tactics being used in
the eviction of Israeli extremists in the
Gaza Strip where water-cannons and foam
seemed to do the job adequately.

REPRESSION
May 5th is the anniversary of Bobby

Sands’ death on hunger-strike and rising
tensions are certain to erupt into riots. In
Derry there have already been riots

following the murder of Stephen
McConomy. People would not go out ontc
the streets in demonstrations nor would
frustrations boil over into rioting if there
were not grievances against the security
forces and the state. The British
Government’s solution to these grievances

has always been the same: repression and
containment leading to death and injury
amongst the anti-imperialist community.
Calling on the state to investigate and
prosecute murders by its own agents, the
Security Forces, has proved time and again

. to be either ineffectual or a cover-up, as

we have seen, for instance, in the trial of
SAS soldiers for the murder of John Boyle

, and the trial of RUC man Robert

'McKeown for the murder of Michael
‘McCarten where the defendents were
completely exhonerated of all blame. If
the plastic bullet were to be outlawed,

then the Security Forces’ capacity to

‘kill and maim would be reduced - that is
"until a replacement weapon was developed
Nevertheless, the British Government
must not be allowed to murder and maim
unarmed people with impunity forever -
banning the plastic bullet would be a
‘'start.
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