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THE SHOUT
A modern industrial society means a 
modern Military society ...military spend­
ing, military projects are THE biggest 
single factor in the British economy, more 
than £12 billion spent this year alone (and 
this doesn't cover the billions lying in the 
South Atlantic). Shipyards, aircraft manu­
facturers and electronic components 
firms are the big three to gain ... it is to 
here that government (ie. our) money gets 
directed, both for the initial research and 
development and the finished equipment. 
But research and development costs are so 
high and so likely to double every few 
years that an ARMS TRADE is vital to 
(re)cover costs. And with most of the 
Western industrialised world busy compet­
ing and selling - its the Third World that 
forms the basis of the arms trade - its is 
here that the west finds its market. Two 
thirds of the arms trade is the transfer of 
weapons and parts from the industrialised 
world to the third world (spurred on of 
course by oil money); the Third World is 
the 'cream' of the contracts as big prices 
are demanded and received. The race to 
militarise every available piece of land, 
sea and space is on ... money and energy 
seem to be unlimited ... modern research 
becomes military requirements, military 
specifications. Any spin offs to the rest 
of us are purely coincidental. 
Belfast, naturally enough is not immune to 
such militarisation. Not only is it the 
battleground for the British Army and
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police to perfect the weapons of counter­
insurgency, but Belfast also plays an integ­
ral part in British arms manufacturing and 
sales. And Shorts Missile Division is at the 
centre of our local armaments industry. 
The Ministry of Defence invests annual 
sums of £40 million in Shorts and over a 
period of years over £200 million has been 
spent on developing the Blow-pipe missile 
(a hand held supersonic guided missile). 
Similar sums have been spent researching, 
developing and manufacturing the Sea Cat
and Tiger Cat missiles, and military sky-

vans. Shorts, as they claim in their own 
publicity are the 'close range missile spec­
ialists', so 'successful' in their sale of 
weapons of death that the Queen has seen 
fit to honour them with industry awards. 
'Success' is measured in the quantity of 
overseas contracts and as often as not it 
is the possibility of overseas contracts that 
determines the research in the first place. 
The sales representative for Shorts is the 
'Defence Sales Organisation' DSO, a secret­
ive section of the Ministry of Defence. 
Through complicated deals, public relat­
ions Royal visits and exhibitions they 
peddle the wares of the British armaments 
manufacturers. (They plan to hold another 
British Army equipment exhibition at 
Aidershot in June and on display will be 
a full range of Shorts equipment).
Hypocritically enough, they are still peddl­
ing vast quantities of arms to any Third 
World country with the money to pay ...

G THE WORLD
I even in the middle of a war with a country 
they themselves helped arm! It was the 
DSO who sold Tiger Cats, Sea Cats, and 
Blow-pipe missiles to Argentina ... despite 
an arms embargo since 1976 (Usually the 
DSO aim to arm both sides of a conflict 
and then sit back and monitor the perform 
ance of the arms - not this .time around!). 
Shorts have been as successful as any at 
Third World deals. Not only Sea Cats, 
Tiger Cats and Blow-pipes to Argentina, 
bur this 'special low-cost hardware' has 
gone to 20 other foreign navies and armies. 
Most if not all of these deals are shrouded 
in secrecy, but it is known that Sea Cats 
have been supplied to Brazil (over 100), 
to India (nearly 150) Libya, Nigeria and 
Chile: Tiger Cats to the Shah of Iran and 
Jordan (who in turn sold off this old stock 
to South Africa), Blowpipes to Israel and 
Malaysia and military skyvans to Panama 
and Botswana. How many people will be 
slaughtered through that lot?
The more missiles fired in the South Atlan­
tic, the more ships that sink, the more 
the future brightens for our 'strategic' 
industries - Shorts and the Shipyard. Last 
week Shorts started overtime working for 
the first time in years.
It is time for disarmament, not the escal­
ation of war production. St is time to use 
our engineering skills for socially useful 
purposes - NOT KI LLING!
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Mffitarisation of Education This is the first of our Good Grief columns 
- where we invite internationally unknown 
opinion makers to make a few.

Radio-active wastes have spread through 
out the Irish Sea to endanger the whole Ea* 
st coast of Ireland.

Of the many disadvantages this island 
suffers from having anything to do with 
the British industrial nightmare, perhaps 
the one which will last the longest is the co­
nsequence of Britain’s nuclear policy, and 
in particular, the “problem” of nuclear 
waste. Both Britain’? so-called “civil” nucl­
ear programme (still blundering along at 
top speed and top cost) and military prog­
ramme, produce vast quantities of waste 
each year - ever since 1945 ! .

Most of this waste, and the waste from 
other countries, too) is “reprocessed” at 
Windscale, more or less straight across to 
England from Belfast. The low-level waste 
is discharged straight into the Irish Sea, al­
ong with the contaminated wastes of a 9- 
year long leak which all the “experts” fail­
ed to detect. Most other nuclear countries : 
have banned sea-dumping as being so unpr­
edictable as to be dangerous. The British 
authorities somehow use the same argume­
nts to justify dumping it openly into the 
sea. Even plutonium from British nuclear 
weapons programme gets dumped via Win di­
scale, making it the single most polluting 
nuclear establishment in the world !

So, who decides on what’s going on ? It’s 
a handful of “experts”, answerable to no- 
one but the British government Certainly 
not answerable to us who receive their exp­
orted, cancerous, pollution and none of
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their electricity. These “experts” work out 
“acceptable” limits of pollution by chang­
ing everything to money costs : so many 
deaths per year, so many malformities, have 
a price-tag, and it is this price-tag which the 

Experts” use to regulate pollution, not the 
dangers to people, or to the environment. 
It was the “cost” factor which initiated the 
whole programme in the ’40s. It is “cost” 
which determines controls, or lack of them. 
The “experts” argue over data like it was

ment. From 1961-’64 he was Director of 
research at UKAEA, and Member for resear­
ch 1964-1966. Simultaneous with research­
ing nuclear application, he wa also on the 
Nuclear Safety Committee 1960-’66 - a 
trifle ironic ! He became Vice Chancellor in 
1966, and from 1969-1976 he was ‘academ­
ic advisor’ to the Ministry of Defence. He 
was certainly we 11-placed to over-see the 
military/nuclear contracts to various Queens 
departments, during the ’60s and ’70s, and 
still on-gding.

Precise information is, of course, Top 
Secret, but from 1978-1980 the MOD have 
had contract work with various Queens Dep­
artments, including an on-going contract 
with the Dept of Mechanical and Industrial 
Engineering. There is also sponsored nuclear 
work at the Chemistry department. Most 
sinister of all, however, is the work being 
contantly funded at the Dept of Pure and 
Applied Physics. This includes highly comp­
lex laser research , (Queens is a world leader 
in this field) which has many, and primarily, 
military applications, including precision 
guidance for missiles. The military link-up is 
obvious. There is also a very close computer 
link-up between Queens and Southampton 
universitity. Southampton is Number One 
of the military-funded universities in Britain, 
closely followed by Imperial College, Lond­
on, then Leeds and Newcastle. The UKAEA 
is no stranger to the Students Union at 
Queens, either, giving regular promotion 
talks and exhibitions to attract recruits.

There is also a fair degree of commercial 
contracting and funding; all Departments 
eager for the cash. The Political Science Dep­
artment, for instance, are grant-funded by, 
amongst others,Irish Base Metals, the 
uranium explorers {Ostensibly, the money is 
to research community, conflict in Ireland !! 

The days of the University as a cocooned 
environment for the middle-classes, have 
long since gone. They are an integral part of 
our military/in dustrial society.

And the returns are more than ideological.

THE DREAM IS OVER, THE NIGHT­
MARE BEGINS. These two slogns were 
carried by an unemployed DeLorean 
worker during the week at a City Hall 
walk-about to highlight unemployment. 
The slogans in fact highlight the pathetic 
aspirations of the Labour Movement in 
the North. If you have a job you live in 
Fantasy Island; if not, it’s Devil’s Island. 
The implication being that everybody 
was hunky dorey until the recession. Tell 
that to people of Bally murphy or the 
Creggan. The reality is that sectarianism 
was 2ie price the Loyalist workers gladly 
paid to alienate themselves from their 
fellow workers. The Labour movement 
acquiesce to the capitalist plans for the 
six counties. It simply isn’t just the beauty 
of Protestant culture that the Brits all owed 
the secession of the six counties from 
Ireland. Llyod George told Carson he was 
going to have his Northern Ireland 
whether he liked it or not. Northern 
Ireland was part of the Brits military/ 
economic strategy and if sectarianism 
would help, let diem bang their drums. 
The cuckoos (!) have come home to 
nest in Rip Van Winkles hair and woke 
him up to the nightmare. One ex-worker 
bitterly commented that the Circus had 
come to town. The leadership marched 
the trade-unionists round the City Hall 
like tame elephants. No trumpetting. No 
political rally. No dissent. Those that had 
work were marched back to work, to 
build troop carriers, missiles, whatever, 
the shop- stewards, in their suits, went 
in for tea with the Lord Mayor. The 
DeLorean contingent went back to climb 
over the stable door that was shut after 
the nag had bolted. Not only has the 
Labour leadership sold out to imperialism 
but they make no attempt to relate to 
the products of their labour. Poverty is 
awful. People need money to survive. But 
to build motor cars that only hold a couple 
of Americans to flash themselves!
THE BRITS ARE WONDERFUL. Not 
only should we sing praise for their gifts 
of democracy and justice. They have 
taken their gifts to the South Atlantic, 
a prison ship and 1,000 rubber coffins. 
When the Irish resist against the odds it is 
explained in fascist cultural terms as the 
Celtic death-wish. But a thousand rubber 
coffins is rather bizarre attempt to explain 
life after death.
THE B.B.C. CONCEDE A HALF HOUR 
programme in Urdu early Sunday morn­
ings, practically in the middle of the night, 
about 9.15.a.m. Despite the Indian sub­
continent having 400 different languages 
it is necessary for the programme present­
er to insert certain words in English - 
‘technology’, ‘successful’, ‘control’

'toys, and the scientists, whose views are re­
spected, are those who support the least 

< control, the least cost. It is no wonder, then 
(that the top posts in the British Radiation 
(Control Board are ex-executives of the UK 
Atomic Energy Authority (UKAEA). Who 
is going to argue when your job is guarant­
eed for another few years, if the research 
“results” are what is wanted ? The end res­
ult is total lack of effective control over wh 
at gets pumped into the Irish Sea from Win- 
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BRITS EXPORT 
POLLUTION

A t the top end of the educational system, 
(university) much of the funding is milit­
ary inspired, military funded, and has a 
military application. As often as not, soc­
ial benefits are coincidental, mere public 
relation spin-offs, used to justify it all in 
the first place.

British universities have always been in 
the ‘moral’ dilemma of the independence 
of education versus funding with strings - 
this has existed almost as long as the fund 
ing ! Recently, however, it enters a new 
phase, with outside funding seen as 
necessary, something to be welcomed. 
This is the outlook of Keith Joseph: to 
encourage universities to go for industry 
grants, to educate and research along the 
lines demanded (and paid for) by modern 
capital. As education funding continually 
gets cut, the qualms of university work­
ers disappear. Their salaries are at stake. 
Queens University Belfast is typical of 

the modem university.
British and N. Irish universities have over 

100 contracts (1981 figure) financed by the 
Ministry of Defence, and nearly as many 
more funded by the British nuclear establ­
ishment, the UK Atomic Energy Authority 
and NATO. This does not take into account 
contacts earned forward from previous ye­
ars, as most big contracts are for 2-3 years. 
Many of the projects are listed nowhere - 
on ‘security’ grounds.

The contracts at Queens are many and 
numerous, and have been going on since the 
’fifties. Instrumental in much of this fund­
ing were the activities of the Vice-Chancell­
or, Arthur Vick, OBE, Chancellor from
1966 ot 1976 when he left for another post 
at Warwick University in England. Vick star­
ted his military/academic career during the 
war, and from 1950-1959, he was Deputy 
Director and then Director of the Atomic 
Energy Research Laboratory at Harwell, 
during the ‘cold war’ nuclear arms develop-




