From an original Shorts publicity handout.

——

A modern industrial society means a
modern Military society ...military spend-
ing, military projects are THE biggest
single factor in the British economy, more
than £12 billion spent this year alone (and
this doesn’t cover the billions lying in the
South Atlantic). Shipyards, aircraft manu-
facturers and electronic components

firms are the big three to gain ... itis to
here that government (ie. our) money gets
directed, both for the initial research and
development and the finished equipment.

But research and development costs are so
high and so likely to double every few
years that an ARMS TRADE is vital to
(re)cover costs. And with most of the
Western industrialised world busy compet-
iIng and selling - its the Third World that
forms the basis of the arms trade - its is

here that the west finds its market. Two
thirds of the arms trade is the transfer of

weapons and parts from the industrialised
world to the third world (spurred on of
course by oil money); the Third World is
the ‘cream’ of the contracts as big prices
are demanded and received. The race to
militarise every available piece of land,
sea and space is on ... money and energy
seem to be unlimited ... modern research
becomes military requirements, military
'specifications. Any spin offs to the rest
of us are purely coincidental.

Belfast, naturally enough is not immune to
such militarisation. Not only is it the
battleground for the British Army and

| police to perfect the weapons of counter-
insurgency, but Belfast also plays an integ-
ral part in British arms manufacturing and
sales. And Shorts Missile Division is at the
centre of our local armaments industry.
The Ministry of Defence invests annual
sums of £40 million in Shorts and over a
period of years over £200 million has been
spent on developing the Blow-pipe missile
(a hand held supersonic guided missile).
Similar sums have been spent researching,
developing and manufacturing the Sea Cat
and Tiger Cat missiles, and military sky-
vans. Shorts, as they claim in their own
publicity are the ‘close range missile spec-
lalists’, so ‘successfrul” in their sale of
weapons of death that the Queen has seen

fit to honour them with industry awards.
‘Success’ is measured in the quantity of
overseas contracts and as often as not it

is the possibility of overseas contracts that

determines the research in the first place.
The sales representative for Shorts is the

‘Defence Sales Organisation’ DSO, a secret-

ive section of the Ministry of Defence.
Through complicated deals, public relat-
ions Royal visits and exhibitions they
peddle the wares of the British armaments
manufacturers. (They plan to hold another
British Army equipment exhibition at
Aldershot in June and on display will be

a full range of Shorts equipment).

Hypocritically enough, they are still peddl-
ing vast quantities of arms to any Third
World country with the money to pay ...

" THE SHORT WAY T0 ARMING THE WORLD

even in the middle of a war with a country
they themselves helped arm! It was the
DSO who sold Tiger Cats, Sea Cats, and
Blow-pipe missiles to Argentina ... despite
an arms embargo since 1976 (Usually the
DSO aim to arm both sides of a conflict
and then sit back and monitor the perform
ance of the arms - not this £ime around!).

Shorts have been as successful as any at
Third World deals. Not only Sea Cats,
Tiger Cats and Blow-pipes to Argentina,

bur this ‘special low-cost hardware’ has
gone to 20 other foreign navies and armiies.
Most if not all of these deals are shrouded

in secrecy, but it is known that Sea Cats
have been supplied to Brazil (over 100),

to India (nearly 150) Libya, Nigeria and
Chile: Tiger Cats to the Shah of Iran and
Jordan (who in turn sold off this old stock
to South Africa), Blowpipes to Israel.and
Malaysia and military skyvans to Panama

and Botswana. How many people will be
slaughtered through that lot?

The more missiles fired in the South Atlan-
tic, the more ships that sink, the more

the future brightens for our ‘strategic’
iIndustries - Shorts and the Shipyard. Last

{week Shorts started overtime working for

the first time in years.

It is time for disarmament, not the escal-
ation of war production. It is time to use
our engineering skills for socially useful
purposes - NOT KILLING!

CONTENTS : Castlereagh, Rock Flop, Delorean, etc.









