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FROM PLASTIC BULLETS TO TOUTS
These last two years have seen a build 
up of protest against the British pres*
ence here. The reaction of the
government has included the saturation 
of whole areas by its army, the use of 
the lethal plastic bullet to drive people 
off the streets, internment by remand, 
and recently the buying (and threaten­
ing) of touts to convict others. One 
person who has been a victim of all thes 
these tactics is Sean Tomelty, from 
Divis Flats.
Over the past three years he has been in 
and out of Castlereagh regularly, about 
10 times — 4 of them for the 7-day 
period, and the rest for the 3-day per­
iod. On May 31st last year the Brits 
tried to kill him by firing a plastic bull­
et into his head from point blank range 
as he lay on the ground.This is Sean's 
story.

During the hunger strike the Brits 
couldn't get into the fiats after the real 
rioting started. Before that they had 
been to my house looking for me for 
Castlereagh for 7 days, but / wasn't 
there. Apparently the soldiers had tried 
to come in to invade the fiats, in the 
early hours of the morning, after 4am., 
and everybody went out to stop them. 
So there was a bit of a riot going on, 
and I was caught up in it — so people 
say, I don't know. / only know what 
I've been told afterwards. Everything 
that happened before that I can't re 
ember because of the injury. People 
have told me the Brits came in, I went 
out with people to stop them, and the 
soldiers caught me, pulled me up the 
entry at Ross Row and put the plastic 
bullet gun to my head. My mother says 
when she was coming towards me after 
I'd been shot, the soldiers who'd done 
it were waving their rifles at the other 
soldiers saying We got Tomelty; we 
got him at last.' So they must have 
known who I was when they trailed me 
up the entry. They were from the Royal

Marine Commandos._______________
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I was brought to the Royal Victoria 
Hospital and spent 5 days on a life supp 
ort machine. I underwent a 4 hour brain 
operation. I was hit on the right side of 
the head, so it has affected the whole 
side of my body. I've lost the power of 
my left arm completely, and can only 
walk with a caliper on my left leg. With 
my left eye I can only see straight aheao 
I can't see to the side. I've great diffi~ 
cu Ity crossing the road — nearly been 
knocked down a couple of times! 
The consultant said there was powder 
burns on my head, so the gun was 
placed right against it. When I was taken 
to the Royal I had 7 cracked ribs and 
my legs were all skinned, I lost 7 pints 
of blood through the wound. The con­
sultant said I had died for about 2 min­
utes on the machine.
I later got a platinum plate inserted in 
my head — the same thing they use for 
aircraft! For that operation I got 42 
stitches in a half moon shape. It's for 
protection. My skull was smashed. 
When they opened it up in hospital the 
consultant Dr. Fan an told me the 
whole side of my skull fell out. The 

plate replaces the skull, cause if I was to 
fall and hit anything sharp it would go 
straight into my brain and kill me.

CHARGES
When I was in the Royal - ward 39 - the 
Special Branch who were 'guarding' me, 
were torturing me, harassing me, open — 
ing the door and saying, 'Right Sean, 
the UVF are coming to get you now. 
You're only a vegetable, only half a man 
you'll be no good for your wife, she'll 
not want you, nobody wants you now'. 
They were saying things like that to my 
mother too when she came visiting. 
When my wife got a bedroom unit deliv­
ered to the house the Marines arrested 
the delivery men from Woolworths and 
held them for 5 hours. They took the 
furniture away, but we eventually got 
it back again.
The Royal physiotherapist told my 
mother to bring up my clothes as they 
were going to teach me ho w to dress 
again (I've still difficulty in dressing). 
But my mother thinks they dirty-joed 
me, were working with the police, for 
as soon as I got my clothes up, two 
days later on July 9th / was whipped
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Weeks before Ronald Reagan, a well known 
American actor in the role of US President came
to West Germany to take part in the NATO
summit in onn , and for a 3 hour visit to Berlin,
the Peace Movement which is rather strong and 
broadly based, prepared for demonstrations.
'We are not waiting until Reagan comes', said Revolu- 
tionaere Zellen (RZ) in a statement two weeks before 
the visit. They exploded bombs at Officers' Clubs at
4 US Army barracks, which caused damage estimated 
at £ 20 000.
A vast propoganda campaign against the radical protest 
was started by the media, police and politicians.
Banners which were draped from the windows of squats 
and other houses in Berlin were seized by the cops, new 
ones were immediately hung out and these too were 
taken by the police — 'The cloth war!' Two weeks before 
the visit the police started to cover anti-Reagan graffiti with 
paint. It was great fun for the people to watch the cops 
painting, especially on these hot summer days; knowing 
that for each piece of graffiti covered at least two new 
pieces would appear, painted even on rooftops. People 
who wished to get rid of large items of rubbish put them 
outside, wrote anti-Reagan slogans on them and the cops 
dutifully carried it away..... it was less funny of course when
houses were searched.
Then any demonstration on the 11th before 14:30pm 
was banned by the authorities, because it was said to be a 
'violent demonstration'

There were police vans and officers at the border check­
points of Berlin from 9th—11th June to check "left wing 
looking people"; they seized some helmets and other 
'weapons' and arrested 80 persons who they "suspected 
might be about to commit crimes" under a special law of 
the allied forces.

While the two gave speeches in the maximum security 
confines of Charlottenburg castle, the rest of Berlin had 
the appearance of being in a state of emergency —

Around 10am, thousands of people were gathering around
Nollendorf Platz for the protest march. More and more
arrived, but the police blocked all roads to the square, 
sealed it off with rolls of barbed wire and by doing so 
the place into a temf rary internment camp. They told the 
3,000 people inside that, as any demonstration up until
2:30pm had been banned, they had to stay there for that 
time, except people who would go through a checkpoint, 
being searched and having to show their ID cards.

After a while, tear gas was thrown in by the cops. Some 
hundred people began to fight their way out, throwing 
stones towards police, taking furniture out of a furniture 
store and making barricades with it etc. At last the cops 
had to abandon one road block, and also one van which * 
got stuck in the barbed wire, soon to become a burning 
barricade.Most people got out, others found their way 
out through backyards and over roofs. Rioting was 
going on the whole day in this area, militants holding a 
square for hours, and at times the cops had great difficulties. 
Through loudspeakers they once warned rioters to stop 
:stone throwing otherwise they would have to shoot! Also 
at many places in the city there were short demonstrations, 
masses of people gathering, and sporadic 'disturbances!

ONN, 9th JUNE

Reagan arrived and made a speech in the Federal Parliament, 
only 2 independant deputies (former SPD) made a few 
critical remarks. A 'strange' thing happened at that time: 
sirens were howling, and the cops didn't manage to stop 
them before Reagan left the Parliament.

10th June, day of the NATO summit in Bonn. Like a state 
of siege (17,000 cops). The protest march in Bonn turned 
out like a massive peace festival. 400,000 people expressed 
their wish for peace marching and gathering on the right 
hand side of the river Rhine, burning NATO flags and 
breaking some shop windows. Trying to break through the 
restricted zone around the Parliament and it's administration 
buildings, they were forced away and beaten up by police. 
That same day about 50,000 people took part in a non­
violent march in Berlin. Like the one in Bonn, it had the 
character of a peace festival more than of a demonstration 
of protest and resistance.

11th June, Berlin.
Reagan arrived at 10am. Together with Haig, Schmidt and 
Genscher (deputy foreign secetary) he was welcomed by 
American Army members and the Berlin Government and 
brought to Checkpoint Charlie (border checkpoint to East
Berlin) at the wall. There he just hung around with Schmidt
and Weizseidrei (Governing Mayor of Berlin) for nice press 
pictures. According to the BBC news.../z7T7e President 
found it difficult to follow President Kennedy's historic 
"Ich bin ein Berliner"speech — so he said nothing" (!) 

All over the city the police practiced civil war methods, *
and Berlin saw it's greatest riots for a long time (1953). In 
the evening the cops finally cleared the square and pushed 
barricades aside. At least 200 people had been badly 
beaten up by them during the day (six had to stay in 
hospital), while between 40 and 80 police officers were 
injured... they said.

280 people were arrested, of whom 22 have been charged 
with breach of the peace and are held on remand. The 
others were released at night.

In the early evening the cops raided 4 squats near the scene 
of the riots, vandalising and smashing everything - their 
retaliation. That and the following night, the squats were 
attacked by other fascist gangs. Afterwards, f; politicians of 
all big parties blamed the alternative list*as being responsible 
for the "horrific" riots, and called it an "enemy of » 
democracy!' Some Conservatives said it should be banned. 
On the Saturday night, bombs were thrown into the 
AL offices and the place was burnt down. There's 
also heavy harassment and moves against squatters now. 
Reagans passage through Berlin did not go unmarked by 
dissent and resistance - should he choose to visit Berlin 
again he will find that resistance is still there, growing 
and learning all the time.

*Alternative Liste Berlin (AL) was founded by various 
left-wing, alternative, ecologist people to stand in the 
elections and was successful (got about 7%).




