FROM PLASTIC BULLETS TO TOUTS

These last two years have seen a build
up of protest against the British pres-

ence here. The reaction of the British
government has included the saturation
of whole areas by its army, the use of
the lethal plastic bullet to drive people
off the streets, internment by remand,
and recently the buying (and threaten-
ing) of touts to convict others. One
person who has been a victim of all thes
these tactics is Sean Tomelty, from
Divis Flats.

Over the past three years he has been in
and out of Castlereagh regularly, about
10 times — 4 of them for the 7-day
period, and the rest for the 3-day ‘per-
iod. On May 31st last year the Brits
tried to kill him by firing a plastic bull-
et into his head from point blank range
as he lay on the ground. This is Sean’s
story.

During the hunger strike the Brits
couldn’t get into the flats after the real
rioting started, Before that they had
been to my house looking for me for
Castlereagh for 7 days, but | wasn’t
there. Apparently the soldiers had tried
to come in to invade the flats, in the

early hours of the morning, after 4am.,
and everybody went out to stop them.
So there was a bit of a riot going on,
ancd | was caught up in it — so people
say, | don’t know. | only know what
/’ve been told afterwards, Everything
that happened before that | can’t re
ember because of the injury. People
have told me the Brits came in, | went
out with people to stop them, and the

soldiers caught me, pulled me up the
entry at Ross Row and put the plastic
bullet gun to my head. My mother says
when she was coming towards me after
/’d been shot, the soldiers who’d done
it were waving their rifles at the cther
soldiers saying ‘We got Tomelty, we
got him at last.” So they must have
known who | was when they trailed me
up the entry. They were from the Royal
Marine Commandos.
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| was brought to the Royal Victoria
Hospital and spent 5 days on a life supp-
ort machine, | underwent a 4 hour brain
operation. | was hit on the right side of
the head, so it has affected the whole
side of my body. |’ve lost the power of
my left arm completely, and can only
walk with a caliper on my left leg. With
my left eye | can only see straight aheaa
| can’t see to the side. |’ve great diffi~
culty crossing the road — nearly been
knocked down a couple of times!

The consultant said there was powder
burns on my head, so the gun was

placed right against it. When | was taken

to the Royal | had 7 cracked ribs and
my legs were all skinned, | lost 7 pints

of blood through the wound. The con-
sultant said | had died for about 2 min-
utes on the machine.

| later got a platinum plate inserted in
my head — the same thing they use for
aircraft! For that operation | got 42

stitches in a half moon shape. It’s for
protection. My skull was smashed,

When they opened it up in hospital the
consultant Dr. Fanan told me the
whole side of my skull fell out. The

1

ﬁ

!

rol

plate replaces the skull, cause if | was to
fall and hit anything sharp it would go

straight into my brain and kill me.

CHARGES
When | was in the Royal - ward 39 - the
Special Branch who were ‘guarding’ me,
were torturing me, harassing me, open —
ing the door and saying, ‘Right Sean,
the UVF are coming to get you now.
You’'re only a vegetable, only half a man
you’ll be no good for your wife, she’ll
not want you, nobody wants you now’,
They were saying things like that to my
mother too when she came visiting.
When my wife got a bedroom unit deliv-
ered to the house the Marines arrested
the delivery men from Woolworths and
held them for 5 hours. They took the
furniture away, but we eventually got
it back again.
The Royal physiotherapist told my
mother to bring up my clothes as they
were going to teach me how to dress
again (l’ve still difficulty in dressing).
But my mother thinks they dirty-joed
me, were working with the police, for
as soon as | got my clothes up, two

days Iater on July 9th | was whipped
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