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FAGE TO FACE WITH THE FACTS.

TaE events of the last month have laid bare in all their naked de-
formity some of the ugliest facts of our civilisation.

We Anarchist Socialists are always preaching that law and its
administration are simply organised injustice. That men who take
upon themselves to direct the lives and affairs of their neighbours in
general, to make rules for them, and punish them, are in a false and
ridiculous position ; that the system which places them in such a
position is disastrous to their own moral sense and to humanity ; that
by destroying kindly and social feeling, sincerity, and personal responsi-
bility, that system strikes at the very root of the impulses and senti-
ments which hold society together: and that this system of judicial hypo-
crisy merely exists to maintain the domination of the rich over the poor.

During the past month the authorities have done more to impress
these truths upon the people than all the preaching of all the
Anarchist Socialists in the world.

After Mitchelstown and the quashing of the verdict of the coroner’s

jury there, after Bloody Sunday, and that Black Friday at Chicago, it |

will be difficult to restore to the workers the superstititious reverence
for the written law and its administrators and guardians which has
hitherto held so many in awe. The people have seen and heard too
much of the sort of justice secured by a fixed code to “rioters” at
Bow Street, to O’Brien, and the brave Irishmen who are resisting the
tyranny of property in its vilest form, and to our murdered comrades
in Illinois, to believe in the long-drawn ceremonies and heartless
formalism of legal procedure as a protection against hasty and unfair
judgments. Such red-tape merely enables unscrupulous lawyers and
stupid or perjured witnesses to reduce plain facts to confusion, and
indefinitely prolong the mental torture of their victims.

At best, when the poor and their champions have secured the chance of
a fair hearing and legal defence, the law and police courts are a sort of
ring where the fighters try to get the better of one another, and the
umpire, instead of seeing fair, bas an interest in the contest, and Jends
his own man a hand. At worst, such places are shameless offices of
the Inquisition of Property, where the helpless victims of class preju-
dice and social injustice are summarily handed over by their oppressors
to the most approved modern forms of prison torture.

Law is a two-edged sword in the hands of the stronger, which cuts
either way according to the direction in which they anticipate resist-
ance. Hanging, imprisonment and semi-starvation, beating with clubs
till the blood streams, kicks, bruises, and insults, such is the dispassion-
ate and impartial justice dealt out by valets of the ruling classes to men
whose only crime is that they have dared to denounce oppression or
urge the oppressed to revolt.

It is war between the people and their masters, and the hypocritical
mockery of judicial calmnesss and impartiality with which those mas-
ters would mask their side of the class struggle, only serves to make it
more ghastly, more destructive of all generous and kindly human feel-
ing. And yet it is upon that inherent and instinctive social feeling
alone that we can depend to bring humanity safely through the terrible
period of strife and confusion now opening before us.

REVOLUTION AND FAMINE.

It 1s often said that any serious political and economical disturbances
in this country would have consequences much more disastrous than
anywhere on the Continent. Great Britain does not grow her own
food. Two-thirds of the corn, the meat, and other food articles which
are consumed every year In this country, are imported from all parts
of the world. And, as every political, and especially every economical
disturbance would necessarily result in a terrible havoc in the world-
trade, as well as in the industrial production of this country, famine
would inevitably follow, and be more severely felt in these islands
than in any other country of the world.

And famine 18 a bad adviser. The workmen having no reserve-
funds to live upon, cannot bear an economical disturbance which
would deprive them of their present salaries for weeks and months.
They cannot hold out, even for a few weeks. And, therefore, as soon
as a revolution broke out in this country they would be compelled to
submit to any conditions and to any government, even an Imperial
one, provided that government guaranteed tranquility and the reopen-
ing of the workshops.

Many considerations arise out of the above facts to which we, on

— S—

—

our part, are fully alive, although we disagree with some of the con-
clusions drawn from them.

We fully agree that in consequence of the quite abnormal turn
taken by production in this country, any disturbance of economical
relations would be more severely felt here than anywhere else in
Europe. But what must we conclude from that? That any dis-
turbance must be avoided? That would be a desire as platonic as that
of the old lady looking at the sea from her window, and wafting to
the sky her wish that there may be no storm to destroy hundreds of

| ships ; or the wish that the winter be mild, and that there be no such

absurd fogs in London as those we witnessed last week.

Pious desires which will remain mere desires. Revolutionary dis-
turbances will, nevertheless, occur in this country as elsewhere. The
contest between the rich and the poor is no longer a contest for
political rights which can be settled by Act of Parliament ; it is an
economical contest implying a thorough modification of the rights of

 property, and all that depends on them. And the reconstruction of

' Society in accordance with more equitable principles wil/ necessitate

a disturbed period. Whatever we say, it un/l/ come.

Moreover, if like disturbances occur anywhere on the Continent, the
result will be the same for these islands. Suppose a European war, a
war which involves France, Italy, Germany, Austria, and Russia, and
what will become of the world-trade on which the well-being of this
country is chiefly based ? Suppose a revolution breaking out in France
and Germany, in Italy and Russia, and what will become of the sup-
plies of food sent to this country from France, Russia, Italy, and
Hungary? Suppose some disturbance in India, and what will become
of the Indian wheat ?

These disturbed times have already began. Disturbances of the
world’s trade have already broken out, and we already see their conse-
quence in the frightfnl increase in the numbers of unemployed, who
have not even the money to buy bread, albeit grain i1s lower than ever
in our country. Was not the Commission on the Depression of Trade
summoned to consider how English industries could be maintained at
the same high pitch as before, notwithstanding the slackness of trade
and fall of prices? The situation is such that any disturbance any-
where in Europe suddenly affecting trade may result in such a terrible
crisis as we have never seen before.

So there i3 no use saying, ‘“ We don’t want to bring things to a
crisis.” The crisis has already began independently of our will. The
system that has grown up under middle-class rule is already crumbling
to pieces. The fifth act of the drama is already on the stage. We
have, therefore, to face the fact like men, and see what i1s to be done
under the bad circumstances prepared for our generation by a century
of bourgeors misrule, economical and political.

For us there is not the slightest doubt that the crisis which many
of our earnest comrades are afraid to provoke by a revolutionary atti-
tude is already upon us, and that nothing can prevent 1t. It results
from circumstances beyond our control. It is a consequence of the
abnormal turn given to industry by the managers of our industrial life
who are guided only by a desire for profit-making,

Further, we do not entertain the slightest doubt the situation will
become still worse as soon as the Revolution breaks out in Europe.
And who can doubt that it will break out on the Continent in a very
few years? The day on which the telegraph will spread all over
Europe the news that Paris, or Lyons, or Vienna have proclaimed the
Commune, that they are expropriating the rich from their houses and
proclaiming the rights of the workers to the soil and manufactories,
there will be a general stoppage of industry, which will result in this
country in a general famine, if proper measures are not taken at once.

We must be prepared for that, and be prepared to see the crisis
much more terrible in this country than elsewhere, precisely because
this country lives chiefly by the production of manufactured wares for
exchange.

But the very cause of the evil indicates the remedy. Measures must
be set on foot immediately so as to provide every inhabitant of the
country with food. Otherwise there will be a famine, and famine will
result in Cesarism. And in our deepest conviction this necessity bears
in itself the condemnation of any collectivist scheme which i1mplies in
any shape the maintenance of the wage system. What is the use of
proclaiming that the workman will receive the full produce of his
labour when there will be no labour to do, even at the factory where he
now labours partly for himself and very much to enrich the employer ?
What will be the use of the workers being masters of a factory, if
measures are not taken to provide them immediately with food, and
they must starve by the side of the costly machinery and buildings ?
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Let us consider the facts as they are in reality. There are, for in-
stance, in Yorkshire, two manufactories employing 4,000 men and
women each, and producing silk plush. Eight thousand persons
engaged in producing silk plush, chiefly for export! What would be
the use of saying to these men: “ You are now the masters of the two
manufactories. Buildings and machinery are yours. Continue to
work, pay wages to your former employer, if you find him worth any
wages, and continue to produce silk plush, keeping for yourselves the
whole produce of your labour.” It would be a cruel mockery, because
both factories would have to be simply abandoned, as they produce
only an article which could not be exchanged for food during a dis-
turbed period when Revolution rages on the Continent.

Orders for that article of luxury will then no longer be received
from the ruined Wilsons and Limousins of France, nor from the
Russian noblemen deserted by their former serfs, nor even from
English meat dealers realising fortunes by selling Australian meat at
thrice its value to the poor. The necessary consignments of that very
dear raw material, silk, also will be stopped. The factories must be
abandoned, at least provisionally, and the the twenty thousand people
who formerly lived on wages will be actually starving—asking for
bread before they can find any work at all.

The same is true of hundreds of other manufactories existing
entirely for the production of articles of luxury and foreign export.
When the foreign orders fall from the hundreds ef millions they are
worth now to a very few millions, and all the work which like
manufactures imply, in the shape of machinery, coal, chemicals, etc.,
will have to be stopped, can we come forward and say to the workers :
“You are masters now. Produce, and take the full produce of your
labour for yourselves ! ”

Or, are we fatuous enough to fancy that any Parliament or any set
of Provincial Parliaments will be able to maintain an industry based
on a false principle—that of export to foreign countries. That industry
is decaying already. Is it during a revolutionary period that we shall
try to galvanise it into fresh life ?

Or, can we expect that 61 millions of industrial workers of England
and Wales will be able to exchange their produce with the 1} million
of agricultural labourers, and that these latter will be able to provide
food for the 26 million inhabitants of these countries?

It is obvious that the necessity of the Revolution will be to provide
food and shelter for all the inhabitants of these islands, and that to do
this Great Britain will be compelled to reorganise her production at
once, so as to send into the field all the labour left unoccupied in
consequence of the stoppage of manufactures, to grow her own food
for herself without absolutely relying on imports, and to render pro-
ductive those immense spaces of land now wasted as parks, shooting-
grounds, and the like, which will furnish plenty of food for a population
not only of 35 millions, but thrice that amount, if properly cultivated.

The present industrial system will certainly break down, whatever
we say or do. It is unavoidable. And the evil results of this catas-
trophe cannot be averted unless the nation immediately takes possess-
sion, in the first place, of all the necessaries of life, so as to prevent
squandering and guarantee to all inhabitants an equitable use of all
means of subsistence ; and unless it immediately sets to work to grow
from the soil all these necessaries, applying to agriculture all the forces
which will obviously find no employment in industry, together with all
those improvements which modern agricultural science dictates. If
this be done, no famine need be feared ; if it is not done, then we shall
have famine and Cesarism as its necessary outcome.

We shall return again to this question in subsequent articles.

THE EVIL WILL.

WE have seen, in our last paper, that the belief in the essential wicked-
ness of human nature was not exploded by that great revolt against
authority in matters of opinion which took place in the 15th and 16th
centuries. Not only was it retained as an article of faith by reformed
or individualistic Christianity, but it crept as an axiom into the teach-
ings of rationalist schools of thinkers.

As free discussion and free enquiry into various branches of human
experience threw more and more doubt on the truth of supernatural
revelation and the old unproven fancies about life faded into cloudland,
thoughtful men began to seek to understand what was happening
within and around them by closely examining the actual appearance of
things, putting the results of their observations together and general-
ising from this collected experience ; continually, of course, testing and
correcting the theories thus constructed by the acquisition and com-
parison of fresh facts. This new way of grappling with the problem
of existence has caused a revolution in human thought, and has led to
the vast discoveries of modern science and its accurate classification of
the experience gained. Let us note the effect upon the special ques-
tion which we are considering.

The originator of the new method, Francis Bacon, wrote in his
“ Essay on Innovations,” ‘“ Ill to man’s nature as it stands perverted,
has a natural motion strongest in continuance, but good, as a forced
motion, strongest at first.” But then Bacon lived in the days of the
judicious Hooker and the waxing controversy between Puritan and
Churchman, when Christianity was still the greatest moral force in the
civilised world, and, as his biographer remarks, “ He saw no more of
what he meant than Columbus did of America.”

It is somewhat startling, however, after three hundred years of free
enquiry and the scientific method to find the belief in the essential
depravity of man’s nature not only lingering in the Christian tradition,
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and current amongst cynical and thoughtless people as an easy theory
on which to account for social evils, but established as the corner stone
of a new system of philosophy. .

Pessimism, the belief in the evil will as the root fact of existence,
has been reasoned out by its successive high priests, Schopenhauer and
Hartmann, into elaborate systems of philosophy. Here we are only
concerned with its human and moral side. .

The spontaneous will to live, say the philosophical pessimists, is the
primal element of man as of all else that exists ; flesh and blood, nerve
and muscle, are simply forms in which the will clothes itself. The
conscious, individual will to live in man is the source of all human folly
and immorality. It is essentially anti-social ; by its very nature
asserting itself in each individual against the like craving in every
other. Its most energetic and therefore worst form, manifests itself in
the affirmation of the well to live not only in the individual but in the
species, ¢.e., the sexual impulse, which “is to the natural man, as to
the beast, the ultimate aim and the highest end of his life.”

But, by the development of a brain, this rampant and unreasoning
will to live becomes not only conscious of itself and the misery of its
own perpetually unsatisfied craving, but of the like nature of other
individual wills. As the intellect conceives this general idea of one-
ness with other men, human virtue becomes possible. Virtue consists
in stifling and destroying the individual will to live by the reason.
The lower phase of virtue is pity, the love born of intellect, which
recognises and consciously shares the collective burden of the common
lot. The highest virtue is complete asceticism, the absolute denial of
self, of the individual will to live, in all its manifestations. This state
of non-willing “alone is right, infinitely surpassing all besides.” The
really good man, according to Schopenhauer, may even carry it so far as
to lack the will to eat at all.

Schopenhauer’s morality is in fact the Christian morality of the
dark ages, without its hope that self-denial in this world may purchase
a free and joyful life hereafter, and with the addition of a bitter and
cynical element of contempt for man. “Study,” he writes, to acquire
an accurate and connected view of the utter despicability of mankind
in general.” |

Poor Schopenhauer! His splendid intellect enabled him to house
the cruel experiences of his undeveloped moral nature in a palace of
specious reasoning ; and the disconsolate hordes of man-haters and
sceptics crowd in after him with the vague idea that their treason to
their kind is sanctioned by the conclusions of the highest philosophy.
For Pessimism is by no means confined to the comparatively few who
have attempted to reason out the theory of the evil will to a logical
conclusion. It is the blind, unreasoned faith of very many who in
our century of social revolution have lost the old hopes and beliefs and
missed the new. The ancient standard of customary behaviour has
lost its meaning and its binding force. Men and women are breaking
loose from it in every direction. Many whilst they grope painfully after
the vanishing basis of social relations are wounded, disappointed, per-
plexed, offended by the violence and eccentricity of their neighbours’
endeavours to find fresh footing. The knowledge that much human
conduct results in suffering to mankind in general, and the experience
that our spontaneous impulses and those of the men and women about
us often cause pain to ourselves and others, become for these distracted
souls the main facts which colour all their impressions. For such
people contempt for others, and the imagined contempt of others for
themselves, becomes a fixed idea, a sort of mental habit, sanctioned by
a general notion that Pessimism is “scientific.”

It is noteworthy, however, that a pessimist usually takes more
gloomy views of human nature in others than in himself. He makes
‘““mistakes,” falls into ‘‘unfortunate errors,” has even been ‘‘culpably
foolisn,” allowed himself to be ““ completely carried away for the mo-
ment” ; but then he was “the victim of circumstances.” He is sure
that his intentions have been good, that heis a well-meaning fellow, and
that his conduct is on the whole social and virtuous. But his neigh-
bours? Ah, that is different. He has no confidence in their natural
inclination to behave like social beings. In fact, he believes them a bad
lot, needing the interference of such virtuous (if occasionally erring)
persons as himself to restrain their spontaneous impulses to evil.

We count many such pessimists as these in the ranks of Socialism.
Men and women whose idea of the need of a social revolution is the
need to construct some economic and political system to effectually
imprison and hold in subjection the native impulses of their fellow-
creatures, and to force them to walk in the track carefully marked out
and fenced in for future humanity by the reasonable and virtuous
section of it. A perfectly rational social system once elaborated to
their satisfaction, they are prepared to force it upon their fellows by
all methods of coercion, from moral pressure to machine guns. They
ignore the fact that it must be invented, regulated, and administered by
men who possess the essentially evil nature which they fear and despise.

The political ideal of pessimism is the rule of the reasoners; though
many pessimists are willing to accept majority rule by the way, be-
lieving that the reasoners will be sharp enough to outwit the majority
in the end.

But notwithstanding this reappearance in rationalistic dress of the
theory of human depravity ; notwithstanding the prevalence of pessim-
1sm at the present day as a favourite philosophy of life even amongst -
those most eager to effect sweeping changes; notwithstanding the
much-needed support it affords to the dying faith in authority, so dear
to the minds of the mistrustful and the dominators,—notwithstanding
all this, the belief in the essential evil nature of man’s spontaneous
impulses is doomed : the spirit of scientific enquiry wmn %t;' its

death wound. ‘
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